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Seat. i: Hh there 16 molignens party fill in the kingdom, | 


TN the entry tothiehubneſs, the importanity.of nota N oy 
makes i ney needful to ſpeak ſomewhat to 72 yg "of OY 
unto chis time hath been ynqueſtioned, as beyond all excep?ꝰ $f. 
tion; that ig, Mhetber there be. yet in Scotland a malignant | 
party Or, Whether there be at this. time any party who may 
and ought, in reaſon and Chriſtian prudence, ta be reputed and 
looked upon as ,malignants and diſaffefted to the covenantes 
cau/e 0 TTecins © E more needful fo IpEA TOMewnal 
is, 1. £ auſe ſome miniſters are betome lack and lis 
lent in this point, as if now there were. no need df watch 


9 2 


expreſſions of many people of the land run that way, 
that there are now no malignants in Scotland, and that it is 
but a few factious miniſters that will ſtill keep up theſe 


names, that thgy may more eaſily, with others of their own 
ſtamp, weaken and divide the kiggdom, for carrying. on of 
their own ends. 3. Becauſe the inclinations and reſo utiong 
of the public judicatories, in reference to moſt of the 


who carried that name, doth clearly. import that they do q 


think they are no more to be looked upon as malignants, as 
appears from ſeveral of their papers; eſpec pecially the letter 
written for ſatisfaction to the preſbytery of Stirling. And | 
therefore-this muſt be laid down as the foundation of what . 


but a erab e power e 
F. fo the covenant and can 
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follows: — there is el in the land, not 2 a few Shear: | | | 
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: odio ious al eee , uld be 

2 oe ne N 
names, 

4 under that name as the only fin: 


_ if there was: — 5 root of bitterneſs,'in all which 

| it grows out of, in any; and fo conceive themſelves" good 

_ -: Chaiftians if they fall not under that hateful appellation of 
malignants. But ſeTing. this bitter fruit of enmity againſt 

| andthe god, . 
tion thatr in others, who yet are 


rity in 


unconvert 0 it hath been the cuſtom of the 
church of God ir all 


generation, todiſcriminate many more 
| ungodly and known haters of gadlinefs arid his people from 
: the common ſort of natural — and to comprehend 
8 them under the names, of wicked, of malignant, of enemies, 
888 may appear in the ons Teſtament, efpecially' in the Pſalms. 

3 er our days, that name hath been ap- 

Propriated to f bs hee declared themſelves in their 
Pods or actions to he haters of godlineſs and the power 

. thereof, and his people, or. have ariſen to the height of ac- 
poſition againſt theſe; we cannot be blamed for uſing 

5 à name till, for diſtinQtion's ſake, We — to ſome 

ons. 1. 8 

: "(63 The-conftant and continued proces 38 of the Ge. 

'_  . neral Aﬀembly and their Gommiſſioners for many years paſt 
8 unto this-day. © = 
I There is not almoſt any of hieix warnings, declarations a 
or remoniſtrances, which doth not affert this, and warn a- 71 
inſt it ; and that not only before the king's home-coming a 
f 


And taking of the covenant, but alſo fince that time, as 38. | 
evident 57 the Declaration emitted by the commiſſon in + off 
July laſt; the Declaration of the Aſſembly itſelf,” a lit ab. ec 
ter; by che Declaration emitted at Stirling ſince the defeat 

at Dunbar; the Cauſes of the Faſt upon that defeat; the 
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e nt 0 ways taken 
„ their earacers, and tha 5 b 
is a party now in Scotland; who fill. e 
3 ing 


warrant, and: _— 
the com- 
mittee of eſtates ; but alſo — 1 . of indemnity, 
and laid down arms, in obedience to the king's maj 
without ſo much as mentioning or acknowledging the co 
mittee of eſtates, as it is-to be ſeen in a paper ſub 
hem, and in the remonſtrance of the co on of. 
neral Afembly, dated at Perth, Nov. 29. 1840. wor 
of are theſe. Tur e e Fhewi/e —— 
whether. it doth net __ 27 oe 12 yay 


laying down 


| the king's command, without any expreſſi of their r ſhe 


and obedience to the cammittee af  eftates, or any acinow 
ment of their ſin and offence : which we hope you will look upon 5 
a moſt unnatural and unſeaſonable rending of the kingdom, in fe 


the _—_—_ to all miſery and ruin. 2. It may be reme 
ed that in the firſt model of the agreement which was 
at Breda, that clauſe which doth concern'the 4 
of civil matters in the interval of parliament, by ſuch as are 
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. intereſts and defigns than a committee of eſtates. 3 Inſt: 


; * of matters, in 


| ofinali 


TOR ones id 
8 e 


aur devolied upon the king 
that would draw bufineſs 


iſelf ; becauſe.that is alſo, if not more, croſling to] 


nce.. 


There is 2 
_ enivy,- and i in their ton gues do traduce men that have 
ſtedfaſt and faithful in The coyenant and caufe of God; fo 
do they endeavour to the utmoſt of their power, to bring 
them 25 diſgrace and contempt, and to get them e 
© Wen and oe ; 8 n the other ſide, ſtudy with 
by oe bel f power and truſt, in the 
l Aſew N wth fuch as either have been 
opert enemies or ſecret -underminers. 4 Inſtance. Are there 


in the land who as in their hearts they do 


of reformation? not only wh holding up that old ealumny 
nts; concerning the ſeditions and factious humour 


2 0 bo mocking all faithful and free 88 of ang 
hearing down the power of godlineſs, deri 
ae lovers and followers . by ding in im 


the Tommittee to a ca- 
binet cquneil, would at laſt draw them from the parliament 
rivate 


= 


Jes many who | PP poſe the kingdom of Jef Chriſt and work 


's, and their ſtretching of themſelves beyond their 


cipline and cenſures of the wake but alſo - 


== of the 
the government of the church with an evil eye, 


and A inclining, ſome of them, that church govern“ 
ment be put in the hands of a few prelates, moſt of them 


that it may be wholly devolved upoñ t tbe civil government. 


5th Inſtance. There is ſtill a party in the land that endea- 


vour to have the ſtate of the Hueſtion altered, and to have 


intereſt, they may take to themſelves a greater latitude in 
their way of carrying on buſineſs. This was holden forth 
to be the deſign of the malignant party in the year 1648, as 
appears in the Declaration of the Commiſſion that year in 


March: and there was a neceſſary and ſeaſonable A. 


againſt it by the Commiſſion in their Decl. 
* Beſides thoſe cho eee denmed chore uss en 
* 


date July 1650. 


land a « conſiderable number of perſons af 3 


who 
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religion left out of the fame ; that it being ſtated upon civil 
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bl | — 9 hn 
che lan very 
of blood, murc 
hr as the La 1 * once phy oe with againſt 
try? How, many have watched all mities for troh- 
bling the ares the kingdoin, and rejoiced in the day of * 
its calamit i6 How many were the. N of theſe who 
called on the Lord's name in the time of the engagement? 
What L profane. and un gs 5 N all 
godlineſt, and haters and N the god ar, Prom; 
— every opt ky as it is in 3 
ſay, Who. 1 uch a Wag b fea fun 2 
thing ? "Shall a nation be born at once ? 4 * have they f 
ſoon learned to do well Aud ve been ſo long accuſtom 
to do evil? When did lic Sa out? and 
by what means ? Hach che ach of indemiity and p ardon ſuc] 
| br to juſtify theſe. men from all their burcherice 


arous cruelties ? The adding of three thouſand to the - 


ach in on day, was miracaloes in the (Oye NG 


But behold a greater miracle than that, in the days. when 50 


4 miracles are ceaſed! many thouſands added to the c 
. of the friends of the cauſe 15 God in one day, and that not 
$ by preaching, which is the power of God unto'falration ; 
not by ſpiritual weapons, which are mighty through God: 
| buy by the carnal weapon of an act of indemnity, * the 
le of one man, the kin ing's conjunction in the cauſe, 
\ «he at the beſt hath not ſuch. ta ee of reality as to 
: | convince any, and change their mind. Sad experience, and 

the Fans teſtimony of the church of Scotland proves, 
< chat malignaney is a weed that hath deeper and ſtro 
er. Sk to wy ucked up ſo eaſily; and that chen | 
8 them be ſome, . yet... e is bs few in the land who have 
1 


nce engaged in that way, that have reall and inde 

bu DONT off the fame. | 7 FAY 
e point ſhall more appear VF takin: 
are made to the contrary. It is objected, 


F , off objettions th bat 
I. That theſe 
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cayſe were*©contrived"and. carried on 
hoſe who were molt inſti mental in 
only to act without authority, but 


_.-more opp 5 ected, they will no leſs ' 
ae promote e ends thereof than they did formerly 
Anw. This argument ſuppoſeth ſome things that are 
falſe, ſome things at beſt doubtful, and ſome things danger- 
ous. Tt ſuppoſeth two falſities. 1. That it was a ground 
and principle of conſcience and reſpect to the king's autho- 
- rity chat made thefe,mey to oppoſe che covenant and work 
of teforniation. If it was the conſcience and conviction of 
the-unwarrantableneſs. of it for the want of authority, that 
Kirred them up to oppoſe the covenant and cauſe ; then why. 
did 1 and join in the defence of the ſame a- 
pat king * 2. It fuppoſeth that the only ground, why. 
y did e and undermine the ſame, was, becauſe the 
was of a contrary mind, and refuſed to join in the co- 


„ 


© kt ind ratify the ſame” by his puthority, which alſo is 
fler for there were ſeveral other grounds and cauſes of ſo 
"+: doing beſides this. We hall name a few, leaving the reſt 
f tdi n further ſcrutiny. 1. The natural enmity that is in the 


- Hearts of all men againſt the Lord and his anointed, his 
work and people, and the power of godlineſs, which doth 
.efeQtually work in the children of diſobedience. 2. An 
. - enmity againſt che power r and laws. 3. An 


city againft the union of the kingdoms. 4. An enmity 
Aufl oh power of preſbyteries, and the diſcipline of the 


church. To which are oppofed,'a finful defire of breakin 


tte bonds, and caſting away the cords of the Lord and his 


| f NE anointed; a deſite to eſtabliſh an arbitrary power and un- 


| > Iimited monarchy; a deſite to eſtablifp. a lordly prelatical 
{> , power in the perſons of a few, or to, have the government 
We 5 the church wholly N ber 8 of power a defire 
do diflvive the union of che kingdoms, that they him 
©  qhereby weakened and, lefs'able to refft malignant | gns 
uk religion and liberties ; à deſire to live looſely with- 
dd binds in regard; of perfonal, reform#tion, ,* © 
ke; It fuppoleth ſomething that is at beſt doubtful, to wit, 
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* CaSE'o CONSCIENCE. _ 
That the king hath. really j unto the cauſe of God, 
there being ſmall evidences of it, and many preſumptions to 
the contrary. Eſpecially, 1, His bringing home with him 
into the kingdom a number of eminent, wicked and known 
malignants. His countenancing of, and familiar converſing | 
with ſuch in this nation ſince his comin ning, and correſpond. 
ence with others of them. abroad. His deſcrting of the 
public councils of the kingdom, to join to a. party of bloody 
and. wicked men, raiſed in _ with his knowledge and by 
his warrant, 2. His not being convinced of any guilt in 
his father, becauſe of his oppolitioh to the cauſe and cove- 
nant, notwithſtanding of all the blood of the Lotd's people 
ſhed by him in that oppoſition. For veriſying whereof, we 
appeal to the knowledge of ſome: — and miniſters 
who have occaſioꝝ to know his mind, and to be ſerious with 
go K lope th f ethi that is of 
| uppoſeth ſomething that is d us cans. 
fequeyce. . 1. That theſe mens zeal 10 0 — againſt 
it, dath ebb and flow according to the king's being =: 
it or for it. Since they follow 7 cauſe, not for itſe but 
for the king, will they not defert it when the forſakes 
it? Can they be accounted real friends of tha cauie who are 
known to favour it only ad nutum principis ? As the come 
dian.ait; aio, negnt, nego. Is it not all one to follow the 
cauſe for the and for a man's own intereſt and advan- 
tage ? both are alike extrinſic and adventitious to the cauſe, 
both are alike 8 Eccebulus under Conſtantius 
Was a preciſe Chriſtian; under Julian a perſecuting apoſtate i 
aud then again under the next Chriſtian emperor became a 
Chriſtian: And it is like if he had outlived that emperot — 
till a Heathen ſucceeded, he ſhould have paganized the ſecond 
time. 2. That n that is pretended to unite 
them to the cauſe itſelf moſt dangerous,: both to the 
privileges of 2 and liberties of the people, and to, 
our religion Their principle. of oppoſition was, 
« They conceived i the way followed could not be warranta - 
ble without the king's — and wartant. That peoples 
might not vindicate their own juſt rights and liberties, and 
5 e religion, without the king's concurrence, or againſt 
| ow then, the principle of their conjunction to the 
cauſe muſt be this, © Becauſe it is now clothed with autho- 
rity which it had not before, and which now. makes it war- 
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19 CASE Oo CONSCIENCE. 
of it, the eſtabliſhing of unlimited and abſolute power in 
kings ; the unlawſulneſs of defenſive wars againſt tyranny 
and oppreſſion; the king's negative voice; and the depen · 
dent power of parliaments upon his pleaſure: All which are 
— an deſtructive of the cauſe and our liberties, and the 
very characters of our enemies from the beginning. Thus 
they have changed their way but not their principles, and 
are now the more dangerous that they may not be looked 
upon as enemies, but as friends. Seeing it is manifeſt, that 
it is not the love of the cauſe that conſtrains them, and they 
know it was not that principle that perſuaded the king, but 
mere neceflity, contrary to his. own inclination, may we not 
certainly expect, that according to their principles they will 
labour to ſet at freedom the king, whom they conceive im- 
123 and captivated by the power of neceſſity within the 
limits and bounds of a regulated monarchy, and to looſe him 
from all theſe chains of 2 panongy- treaties and agreements, 
and rigid laws and parliaments, that he may then act in 
freedom and honour according tochis own inclination and 
' theirs both; and then farewell religion and liberties. | 
Object 2. The moſt part of theſe who were formerly ma- 
lignant, have now repented of that fin, and make profeſſion 
of their reſolution to adhere to the covenant and cauſe of 
God, and to beſtew their lives and eſtates in defence there- 
of : Therefore they are not now to be eſteemed malignants. 
Anſw. We would wiſh from our hearts that we had no 
anſwer to this argument, then ſhould we yield the point in 
hand, and yield it cheerfully, that there is no malignant 
party now in Scotland. But, alas! that we have ſo much. 
evidence convincing our conſciences and perſuading them to 
deny what is objected. We acknowledge fome have indeed 
repented, and ſuch we defire to embrace and receive with 
all tenderneſs and love, as godly Chriſtians, worthy to be en- 
truſted : But yet the moſt part of them do itill 'bring forth 
the ſame malignant fruits. Their ungodly and wicked prae- 
tices teſtify to their face that they have nothing f do to take 
his covenant in their mouth, ſeeing they hate to be reformed. 
The late riſing in arms, contrary to their-ſolemn and parti- 
cular engagements ; their bearing down and reproaching the 
godly, and ſuch as are of known integrity ; their ſtudying to 
places of traſt with men formerly enemies or undermin- 
ers; their continuing in their profane and looſe walking. 
All theſe are more convincirg evidences of their retain- 
= 5.3 . x my 
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ing their old principles than any extorted confeſſions or pro- 
felkons; for ſiniſter reſpects and endꝭ, can be no probable 
ſigns of their repentance and change. 

We deſire theſe things to be — 1. That the 
engagement was carried on, not by ofeſſed ene- 
mies, but ſuch as had made public i = their repent- 
ance, and were thereupon admitted to truſt. 2. That 
conſideration of the hypocriſy and inſtability of theſe men 
appearin 8. in that and other particulars, the kirk and king · 
dom of Scotland did take upon themſelves ſtrait bonds and 
927935 to exclude ſuch from truſt, until fuch time as. 
they given real evidences of the reality of their repent- 
ance, and of abandoning their former principles and ways; 
of which this kirk was to judge impartially as in God's cht. 
3. That it hath been confeſſed and preached by many godly 
miniſters, and was given in by ſundry in the time . the 
ſearch of the Lord's controverſy againſt the land, in Novem- 
her laſt at Perth, and hath been bemoaned and regretted by 
many of the people who feared God; — 2 . 4. is a great 
deal of ſin and guilt lying on the kirk of Scotland, for the 
ſudden receiving of ſcandalous 1 eſpecially malig- 
nants, to the public profeſſion of repentance before there 
was in them any real evidence of their forſaking their for- 
mer principles and ways. 

Objoct. 3. None are now to be eſteemed mall ants, in, 
reference to employment and truſt, but ſuch as ſtand: judi- 
cially debatred by kirk and ſtate to be ſo : for certainly, men. 
are not to lie under the burden of ſo great a reproach, upon 
the private whiſperings and common reports of others; o- 
therwiſe, honeſt men may be wronged, and there ſhall be no 
end of confuſion, or terminating this —— ty" there 
being no certain rule to walk by in it | i 

Anſu. We acknowledge that ſurmilings, | whiſperings and, 
reports of others are not fuficient, but = a rule is needful. 
All the queſtion will be, what is that rule ? And though the 
judicial debarring of judicatories be not all, but it muſt be 
ruled by another zule, yet are we walling to take it —_ fo. 
much: for even that will prove there is yet a 
par in Scotland, becauſe many are ſtanding under — 
cenſures. Theſe involved in the late rebellion, are ſtanding 

under a ſentence of the commiſſion, declaring them to 
be following their old malignant deſigns, few of them, 
eee We defire 
is 
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it may be conſidered, that the rule -holden forth by the 
kirk of Scotland 1648, for admitting of perſons to truſt, 
is of larger extent than judieial ſentence or enſure. ' To 
Wit, That they be ſuch againſt whom there is no juſt cauſe 
of exception or jealouſy." 2. Albeit a judicial trial or cen- 
ſure be indeed necefſary, for infliing puniſhment or cen- 
ſure upon men; yet it is not neceſſary for avoiding aſſocia» 
tion with them, or debarring them from truſt. ' 3.” If none 
were to be accounted malignants, but they who are judicial- 
1y declared to be ſuch, 'what' needed the kirk of Seotland 
have frequently taken ſo much pains, to give characters to 
know them by” there being ſo clear and compendious a way 
beſide ? Hath there not been always in the land ſecret un- 
derminers as well as open — And hath not faithful 
men avoided the one as well is the other ꝰ 4. The General 
Aſſembly, 1648, declared the taking in of theſe who follow- 
ed James Graham to be an aſſociation with malignants, tho 
Moſt 22 of them were then releaſed from church cenfures. 


Sect. 2. That the preſent public reſolutions, expreſedi inthe 
.* : Commiſſion's Anſwer to the Parliament's Wory, and the 4 
Act Uk the Levy, as not exclude that pry "yy 


N the next Wrote n ſuppoſal ind that there le a 
I malignant party ald faction ſtill in the land, it is needſul 
to examine, whether the exceptions contained in the Anſwer 
of the Commiſſion to the Parliament's Query, and inſerted 
into the Act of Levy, be ſo comprehenſi de as to include all 
that party. The exceptions be four. 1. Such as are ex- 
communicated. 2. Such as are forfaultgd. 3. Such as are 
natorieufly profane or flagitious. And 4. Sugh at have been 
from the beginning, and continue flill,” or at this time are, ob- 
ftinate enemies and oppoſers of the covenant and cauſe of God. 
That theſe are not 1 of the whole malignant 
party in the land, appe $511 r 
*Firſt, The rules of 5 General Aſſembly framed for the 
excluſion of all fuch, as ought not to be employed in our 
armiegy are far more'compre nſive. The rule is for em- 
L of ſüch only as are of a Chriſtian and blamelefs con- 
voerſation, which is turned over by their commiſſioners into 
a negative, All that are not notoriouſly profane or flagitious 
nother is, for entruſting only theſe who have been of know 
intdgrity * Pm * to the cauſe * God from the be- 
| | ginning 4 
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_ -cepted in the preſent reſolutions. 
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"which imports a man to be famous far looſneſs and nrofani- 
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been profeſſed enemies from the beginning, and continue ſo 


ter of 
they makè profeſſion and ſemblance of friendſhip. 3. Theſe 
exceptions do not comprehend any who are under cenſure 


be excluded, leſt the rule be tranſgreſſed, by admitting and 


"poſition or defection. - Some exceptions muſt be matte, 
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ginning ; which is alſo turned over into a negative; AH that 
have not been conſtant enemies. All ſuch, by the Anſwer, 
are capable of fome truſt and employment. The rules ax 
greed upon by. the aſſembly, and ratified by act of parlia- 
ment, anno 1649, and renewed upon occaſion of this inva- 
ſion, was, That no officer nor ſoldier that followed James 
Graham, ſhould be permitted in the army; nor any officer 
that was on the engagement, except fuch' as upon real evi-- 
dence of repentance, were particularly recommended by the 
church; nor any common foldier,- but upon ſufficient teſti» 
mony of his repentance. Now, ſince it is proved that the moſt 
part of all ſuch continues {till * te and retain'their old 
principles; and that the bulk and body of the people are cal- 
led forth by the public reſolution, without ſuck (exceptions 
as were-conceived before neceſſary, for the excluſion of that 
party; it follows clearly, that the malignant party is m—_— 1 


2. Few of theſe Who were in the late rebellion, and de- 
clared, not many days ſince, to be following a moſt malig- 
nant deſign and courſe, are contained under theſe ex 
tions; becauſe very few of them are excommunicated or for- 
faulted: and though more of them be indeed flagitious and 
profane; yet vexy few of them will fall under the compaſs 
of the exception, notoriouſly flagitious. Many wicked mg 
will be ſaid to concur to make up a profane man; ſome 


. 


will not ſerye; a habit muſt be demonſtrated; and though 


that were ſhewed, yet there muſt be alſo a notoriety of it, 


ty; and there are none almoſt, if any, in the land, who have 


to this day. James Graham was not ſuch. It is the mat- 
our ſad complaint, that whilſt many are enemies, 


for malignancy or profanity, except ſuch as are under the 
ſentence of excommunication ; and that even ſuch maynot 


employing excommunicated perſons. Tis withal reſolved, 
that theſe perſons ſhall be relaxed from that ſentence, chat 
fo they may be immediately in the ſame: ity of employ- 
ment with others, whatever formerly h: _—— 


ſty and credit's ſake ; But the neareſt and readieſt way 


— 
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4 taken to make-them ineffectual. 4. Theſe exceptions da 
— „14 reach theſe who were upon the unlawful en- 
gement, and have not as yet given ſufficient proof of their 
Ls nt principles and, courſes ; but 
came not length of prehending theſe men af hlood 
who followed James Graham, and in the moſt barbarous © 
| ud cruel way, ſhed the blood of their own brethren and 
's people; becauſe the moſt — 8g" theſe are not ecem - 
Y municated nor ane nor not gitious and gro- 
Jane: nor ſuch as have from the 1 — and ftill are 
enemiet. — - that —— 


der theſe by did the iſſion expreſs the 
ah _ terms, d ax — apprehenſion 
Poor in — 4 pony ſpecially f y ſeeing there are known 


rules, particular and diſtinct, without ambiguity; and ſee- 
| Ing, there is ſuch a propenſion in rulers to employ all with- 
| aut difference, which would undoubtedly take advantage of 
5 thing chat ſeemed to look that way, 

by: 1 wife manifeſt, that the ſecond part of the anſwer, 
relating to the e of acting, is loaded with the ſame 
' Ingonvenicnce. | — poſitive — cm 69 of 

the qualifications of pexſons to TI intruſted, as in former 
times it Was ned an by the e 
ſioners: * 
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ſcribing of the ſame, it hath been the continual endeavour 


years paſt, and ſtill is, ſuch a party, in all the three king» 


to theſe nations. 6. That the people of God in theſe Ring- 
bond of an oath and covenant to diſcover them; and bri 
the predominant fins of Scotland under the bond of the c- 
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CASE or CONSCIENCE „ 
is no teſtimony given againſt ſuch things. Quantum mut eres | 


Before we enter upon the chief queſtion, we offer theſe 
manifeſt and known truths to conſideratixg. 

1. The occaſion of contriving and ſubſcribing firſt the 
national covenant, and then the folemn league and covenant; 
was, the defigns and practices of the popiſh, prelatical ang 
malignant party, againſt religion and the work of reforms” 
tion in theſe kingdoms. 2. Since the contriving and fub- 


of that party, ſometimes by undermining, and ſometimes by 
open oppoſition, to undo the fame,” and to bear down a 
thoſe that clive- honeſtly thereto, and faithfully proſecute 
all the ends thereof. 3. That there hath been theſe many _ 


doms, confiderable for number, power and policy. 4. That 

that party, hath always proſecuted their deſign, under a co- 

lour of zeal and reſpect to the king's authority and intereſt; 
5. That that party hath always been the authors and ahet- 
tors of much bloodſhed, many miſeries and fad calamities 


doms, have taken upon themſelves a moſt folemn and facred 
them to condign puniſhment. 7. That it hath been one 


venant, to comply with them. 8. That indignation and 
wrath from the Lord, hath been following that party and 
their deſigns theſe years paſt. , 9. That compliances with 
them hath always been curſed to us of God. 16. That few -- 
of that party do really abandon and forſake their corrupt 
principles and way, and join cordially in the cauſe and co- 
venant. 11. That many of them do, after the profeſſion of 
their. repentance for their oppoſition to the cauſe and cove- 
nant of God, relapſe frequently into the fame fin. 12. That | 
ſudden receiving of many of them to fellowſhip and truſt; 
and too great credulity in believing their profeſſions, hath |} 
often coſt this land very dear. 13. That upon conſideration 
of the deep treachery and hypocrify of theſe men, and the 
ſad conſequences following upon ſudden receiving of them, 
without evidence of a change, after long and renewed expe- 
rience, this land Tenewed their obligations more ſtricti ? in 
the ſolemn engagement. 14. That there hath been a de- 
ign driven theſe two years paſt, to get that party again in 

| power 


4 
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_ power and truſt. 15. That this deſign hath been teſtiſied 
- againſt by the public reſolutions of the judicatories unto.this 
time. 16. That as it hath been driven at very cunningly 
and actively, by many inſtruments and arguments of ſeveral 
ſorts ; ſo hath it gained ground piece and piece, until at 
length matiy of them are brought into the court, and to the 
my and judicatories in the country: And now, by the 
All. reſolutions, they are generally to be employed and 
entruſted Thus the deſign is aceompliſhed. But, 17. Theſe 
men do not ſatisfy themſelves with ſome degree of power; 
but endeavour to engroſs the whole power of the kingdom 
into their own hands, and ſtudy to bring into contempt, and 
- cull out theſe, who have been and do continue conſtant in 
2 cauſe of God. 18. That having power into their hands; 
| y muſt act according to their own principles, and for e- 
Rabliſhing their own ends. And laſtly, That theſe princis 
ples and ends, are deſtructive ro the eavenant and work of 


reformation.. | 

ect. 3. That the employing of, and aſſociating with the ma- 

. lignant party, according as is contained in the public reſo- 
 » butions, is finful and unlawful, eee ee 


T. there be in the land 2 malignant party of power aud; 
— 


poliey, and the exceptions contained in the Act of Le- 
7 doth comprehend hut few of that party; then there need 9 


be no more difficulty to prove, that the preſent public reſo- « 
lutions and proceedings, do import an affociation and con- ec 
| junction with a malignant party, than to gather a concluſion. « 
. from clear premiſes. But that ſuch a eonjunction is in it- « 
N | ſelf ſinful and unlawful, and beſides, a violation of our ſo- « 
' lemn oaths and engagements z a backſliding from our prin- th 
* ciples and profeſſions, and a walking contrary to the whole 
- tenor and current of our former refolutions and practices m 
| is now to be made manifeſt. 5 wb. - th 


Firſt, We reaſon from that conſtant, ſtanding and perpe- Ei 
| tual rule, which the Lord gives concerning the meln A 
And carriage of the armies of his people in all their wars. A] 
Deut. xxiii. 9. #hen the hoſt goes forth againſt their enemies, 75 
then heep thee from every wicked thing. And after, ¶ there ſee 
1 be among you, any man that is unclean, by reaſon-of - unclean=- xv 
neſs that chanceth him in the night, then ſball he go abroad 
1 out of the camp; he ſhall not come within the camp. (If ſor 
1 © Ba W ceremoniĩ 
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( ceremonizl -uncleanneſs he was to be excluded, much more 


for moral, as our divines reaſon. from the Old Teſtament in 
the point of excommunication ;*and if for uncleanneſs not 
voluntary, much more for voluntary wickedneſs.) The rea- 
ſon of all is given ver. n For the Lord thy God walks in the 
midft of the camp, to deliver thee, and to give up thine enemies 
before thee : Therefore ſhall thy camp be holy, that he ſee no 


unclean thing in thee and turn away from thee. Even as they 


would expect a bleſſing of the Lord, ſo ought they to k 
their camp holy, as he is holy: He gives not ſuch a ſtri 
rule for the competency of number, as for the qualifications 
of the perſons, as being the principal thing. Therefore the 
preſent eonjunction with ſo many ungodly and wicked men, 
that have formerly declared themſelves enemies to God and 
his people, and to this day give no evidence to the contrary, 
is finful and unlaw full. 1 0 
2. The Lord hath frequently in ſeripture declared his diſ- 
like and hatred of ſuch aſſociations and conjunctions. The 
ſcriptures cited in the General Aſſembly's declaration in the 


year 1648, againſt the engagement, are ſufficient proof of 


this. We ſhall take the argument as it is formed by the 
commiſſioners of that aſſembly, in their anſwer to the ob- 


ſervations of the committee of eſtates upon the afſembly's 


declaration, p. 7. © Every engagement in war, that is pre- 
te tended to be for religion, and hath in it a confederacy 
% and aſſociation with wicked men, enemies of true religion 
«1s finful and unlawful. But the preſent engagement in 


te war, as it is held forth in the public reſolutions, is pre- 


« tended to be for religion, and yet hath in it a confederacy 
* and conjunction with wicked men, and enemies of true 
religion.“ Ergo, The ſecond propoſition is evident from 
the two firſt ſections. ? : 

firſt propoſition is proved from thoſe ſcriptures fore- 
mentioned. God forbad conjunctions and confederacies with 
the enemies of his cauſe and people; not only the Canaanites, 
Exod. xxxiv. 12, 15. Deut. vii. 2. and other heathens, ſuch wag 
Aſa his covenant with Benhadad, 2 Chron. xvi. to ver. 10, 
Ahaz his confederacy with, the king of Aſſyria, 2 Kings xvi. 
7, 10. 2 Chron. xviii. 16. but alſo with wicked men of the 
ſeed of Abraham, as Jehoſhaphat's with- Ahab, 2-Chron, 
Xviii: 3. And Ahab king of Iſrael ſaid unto Fehofhaphat fing 
of Fudah, Wilt thou go with me to Ramoth-Cilead ? And he 


enſwered him, I um as thou wQ and my people as thy . 


0 * 
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.and we will be with thee in the war, compared with chap. 
ix. 2. And Fehu the Jon of Hanani the ſeer, went out to meet 


Fim, and ſaid to king Fehoſhaphat, Shouldſt thou help the un- 


godly, and hue them that hate the Lard ? therefore is wrath 
upon thee from before the Lord. And with Ahaziah 2 Chron. 
Xx. 5 And after this did Fehoſbaphat king. of Judah join 

in If with iah king of Iſrael, who did very wickedly. 
Which being reproved — he would not again join with 
Ahaziah, 1 Kings xxii. 49. Then ſaid Ahaziah the ſon of 
Abab unto Fehoſbaphet, Let my ſervants go with thy ſervants 
in the ſbips : But Tehoſhaphet would not. And then Amas 
ziab's affociation with 100,000 of Iſrael, 2 Chron. xxv. 7, 
B, 9, 10. But there came a man of God to him, ſaying, O king, 
tet not the army of Iſrael go with thee ; for the Lord is 
net with Jrael, to wit, with all the children of Ephraim, 
But if thou wilt go, do it, be ſtrong for the battle: God 
Hall make thee fall before the enemy: for God hath power to 
help and to caſt down. And Amaziah ſaid to the man 
of God, But what ſhall we do for the hundred talents which 1 
Have given to the army of Iſrael? And the man of Ged an- 
fwered, The Lord is able to give thee much mbre than this. 


Then Amaziah ſeparated them, to wit, the army that was to 


come to him out of Ephraim, to go home again: Wherefare 
their anger, was greatly kindled againſt Judah, and they: re- 
turned home in great anger. The fin and danger of ſuch aſ- 
ſociations ma fake appear from Iſa. viii. 12, 13. * Say ye 
« not, A abs, Ae to all them to whom this people that 
tc ſay, A confederacy; neither fear ye their fear, nor be a- 


& fraid. Sanctify the Lord of hoſts himſelf, and let him 


© be your fear, and let him be your. dread. Jer ii. 18. 
& And now, what haſt thou to do in the way of Aſſyria, 
re to drink the waters of the river? Pſal. cvi. 35. But were 
c mingled among the heathen, and learned their works. 


i Hoſea v. 13. When Ephraim ſaw his ſigkneſs, and Judah 


& ſaw his wound, then went Ephraim to the Aſſyrian, and 
rc ſent to king Jareb : Yet could he not heal you, .nor cure 
vc you of your wound. And. cine e 11. Ephraim, he 
* Path mixed himſelf among the people: Ephraim 4 


1 cake not turned. Ephraim allo is hke: a ſilly dove with- 


© out heart : they call to Egypt; they go to Affyria. 2 Cor. 
te vi. 14, 15. Be-ye not unequally yoked together with un- 
«© believers; for what fellowſhip hath righteouſneſ, with 
* unrightcouſaeſs ? aud what communion hath light with 
r _ i. darkneſs ? 


them as friends? Pſal. cxxxix.. 21. 
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« darkneſs? And what concord hath Chriſt with Belial ? 
« or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel ?” 


And if we ſhould eſteem God's enemies our enemies, and 


hate them with perfect hatred,” how can we then join with 
The committee of - eſtates at that time endeavoured to 
elude the ſtrength of theſe ſcriptures, and vindicate their 
engagement from the falling within the compaſs of them. 
But the commiſſion of the aſſembly that year took the maſk 
off their evaſions. Would to God we had no other party 
to deal with now, It was the evil and complaint of that 
time, that church arid ſtate were divided. But what an evil 
time are we now fallen into, that the union of thoſe in this 
point, is the complaint of many of the godly 2 The com- 
miſſion, in their letter to Stirling preſbytery, ſets up the 
committee's anſwer in a new dreſs, and holds it out for ſa- 
tisfaction to our conſciences. All that is anſwered may be 
reduced to three or four heads. bee 
1. There, is made a great difference between an invaſive 
and. defenſive war, as if in the one, choice of inſtruments 
ought. to de ſought: but in the caſe of juſt and neceſſary 
defence, all ſubjeQs may be employed. N be; 
To which we anſwer, 1. That the ſcriptures cited con- 
clude moſt expreſly againſt conjunctions of that kind in de- 
fenſive wars. Such was Aſa's covenant, ſuch was Ahaz 
his confederacy. Were not the reproofs of the prophets di- 
rected particularly againſt the peoples ſeeking of help from 
Egypt and Aſſyria, in the caſe of their own juſt. and neceſ- 
ſary defence? Jer. ii. 18. Hoſea v. 13. and. vii. 8, 11. Ha. 
VI, 12, 13. 2 Chron, xvi. to ver. 10. 2. The law and rule 
given Deut. xxiii. is general, regulating all their wars whe- 
defenſive, or offenſive ; and · it is ſtrange. that any ſhould 
imagine ſuch. a difference where the law. makes none; nay, 
when the ground. of the law is moral and general, equally 
reſpecting all wars. Is there any — 4 of. conſcience, 
why wicked perſons may not be kept in the camp when we 
invade others, and. yet theſe may be employed. and entruſt- 
ed when we defend. ourſelves? If there be any reaſon to 
prefer the one to the other in this point, we conceive de- 
fenfive war ſhould have the preference: Becauſe when the 
Lord brings upon us unjuſt invaſion, he is ordinarily pur- 
ſuing a controverſy againſt us: and therefore we ought to 
be moſt tender and circumſpect, that there be no unclean 
N 2 — thing. 


— 
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thing in the camp, and put a 1 wicked thing from 
us, even the appearance of evil; leſt we add oil to — 
of his indignation, and he ſeeing ſuch an unclean thing in 
us, turn yet further from us. Except we ſay, that we need 
not take care to have God in the camp with us, when we 
are upon juſt and neceſſary defence, ſeeing our cauſe is ſo 
good. 3. There is more hazard and danger to our religion 
and liberties, to have a wicked malignant army at home 
among us, than abroad in another nation. While they are 
here, they have the power of the ſword, and can command 
all; but there might be ſome hope and endeavour for vin- 
dicating our own liberties and religion while they are a- 
broad, it fell out in the time of the engagement. 

*2. It is anſwered, that there is a difference between this 
oy + and the engagement, becauſe there was then no neceſlity 
of chooſing ſuch inſtruments, a competency of power might 
be had; but now it is not ſo, and therefore the ſcriptures 
mentioned do not militate againſt the preſent caſe. Anſu. 
1. The ſcriptures cited will obviate this. What made I- 
rael and Judah run to Egypt or Aﬀyria for help, but their 
weakneſs and neceſlity ? Their wound was incurable, and 
their bruiſe grievous, as Jeremiah often laments, and parti- 
cularly chap. viii. 20, 21, 22. and x. 19, Oc. and yet this 

did — excuſe them for going to Egypt and Aſſyria to heal 
their wound, Hoſea v. 13. and vii. 8, 11. The ſcripture holds 
out infidelity and diſtruſt in God, as the ground of ſuch af- 
ſociations, 2 Chron. xvi. 7, 8, g.'Ifa. viii. 12, 13. w 
proceeds from the incompetency of means as the occaſion 
— it. N. Suppoſe there was a neceſſity for calling forth 
_ of "the common people, yet certainly there is 
= neceſſity of employing any ſuch perſons of whom the 
queſtion is, and putting them in places of «ttuſt : There i 
none can deny, but there are, beſides all ſecluded perſons, 
many, that might fill the places of truſt and power : There- 
fore the plea of neceſhty is but a pretence to cover ſome de- 
fign, that winder its ſpecious and plauſible covering, the 
power of the land may be engrofſed into the hands of ma- 
lignants: and ſo by this means all power and truſt may re- 
turn, as the rivers bo the ſea or. fountain, as they judge the 
king, that ſo in his perſon there may be * an un- 
limited and arbitrary wer. 9: Neoaſſity e plau- 
Able argument and ſtrong plea to — 
thing but it cannot * in bares of- duel. 


ence, 


inſurrection of the malignan 
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- ence, for that which is ſinful in itſelf. Now that this is 


ſinful in itſelf appears from the word of God, ſimply con» 
demning ſuch aſſociations upon moral, and ſo general and 
perpetual grounds. Now in ſuch a caſe of neceſſity, we are 
called either to truſt in God, in the uſe of competent means, 


EN ſuch caſes we have ſo many promiſes; or, if ali 


help be gone, which God allows us to make uſe of, we mult 
wait on him till he brings ſalvation with his own arm. 
But becauſe the plea of neceſſity is the ſtrongeſt that is made 


ule of for the preſent public refolutions, we mult conſider it a 


little more. It is alledged, that the beſt part of the land is 
under the feet of the „and fo no help can be had from 
it; and for other parts of the land which are yet free, chere 
is not much choice of perſons; and the teſtimony of faithful 
men in the ſtate, declares, that when all that are called forth 
of theſe places, are gathered, it cannot amount to a power 


competent enough; And therefore in ſuch a queſtion of 


the exiſtence of ſecond means, the whereof im- 
mediately depends on ſenſe and zence, theſe who are 
not acquainted, ſhould give credit to the teſtimony of faith» 
ful witneſſes. And that a campetency of power muſt be 
had, according to the ordinary way of Providence, in re- 
lation to which we muſt act, except we would tempt God 


by requiring of him wonders. ; 


Anſw. Suppoſe the enemy's army to conſiſt of 2v,000 or 
above, are there not more ſenſible in the ſnires on 
the north ſide of Perth? Believe it who ꝓleaſe, we cannot 
ſtop our own eonſciences, and put out our on eyes. Let 
the rolls of ſeveral ſhires be looked to, and it ſhall confute 
that teſtimony. Nay, are there not more perſons not for- 
merly ſecluded in all thoſe ſhires? What meant the levy ap- 
pointed immediately after Dunbar? was not 10,000 foot 
and 1400 horſe put upon theſe ſhires which are not under 
the power of the enemy? and yet the rules of excluſion were 
not abandoned. Now all theſe, or moſt part of them, are yet 
in the country not levied. Money was taken inſtead of men; 
the levies obſtructed, ſo that there was little addition to the 
ſtrength of the forces that remained; the forces diverted by the 
ts in the north, at the lings com- 
mand or warrant. All which hath ſuch pregnant preſump- 
tion of a deſign carried on to neceſſitate the kingdom to em- 


ploy that party, by the — — the time, by 


obſtructing the levies, raiſing the malignants, and 9 — 
| ang 
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cifying ther by an act of indemnity, and at laſt openly and 
— wr with them. Thus the deſign —— 
i which was * nde qn ſoo e. | 
2. If ſatisfying courſes had been ſtudied by the public 


judicatories to carry on all the godly in the land with their 


reſolutians, there had accrued ſt from the parts of 
the land be-ſouth Forth, which would have compenſated all 
that competency of power that the conjunction of the ma- 

lignants make up: and it may be would have due 
bleſſed of God. 3. If there is yo help required nor 
enpected from thoſe parts of the kingdom be - ſouth 
Forth, wherefore, did the Commiſſion write to the preſby- 
teries in thoſe baunds that they might coneur actively in 


* 


their ſtations for the furtherance of the levies, and chooſe 


miniſters to go gut with them 2 K | 
3 . It is anſwered, That the confederacies reproved were 


unlawful, becauſe they were either with heathens, or with 


idolaters, ſtrangers and foreigners. This is anſwered to the 


caſe of Amaziah, &c. and ſo it ſeems not to make againſt 


| ying all ſubjeQs in the juſt and 
neceſſary defence of the kingdom. pp 
- Anfw. 1. This anſwer at one blow cuts off all the h 


of the General Aﬀembly's reaſon againſt the aſſociation with 
malignants in that year. There might be ſome few perſons 
 1dolaters, but there was no party and faction ſuch; and yet 


they. can deny aflociation with the Eaglih-malignants from 
thoſe ſcriptures ; yea, not only with them, but with our own 
countrymen that were in rebellion with James Graham, who 


were neither idolaters nor foreigners. We need no other 


anſwer than the Commiſſion at that time gave to the com- 
mittee of . eſtates uſing that ſame evaſion, pag. 10, 11. 2. 
The ground and reafon whereupon ſuch aſſociations are con- 
demned, is more general and comprekenfive. Jehoſhaphat 
was reproved for joining with Ahab, becauſe he was ungad- 

ly and hated the Lord, which is properly in our terms, be- 


- cauſe he was a malignant and profane man. It was a 
ſtrange mocking of ſcripture to reſtrict ungodlineſs, in that 


Place, to the fin of idolatry. Confederacy with the Canaan- 


ites and other nations was forbidden on this ground, that 


the people be not enſnared, and learn not their works. Now 
is not the company of, and cammunion with ungodly men 
of the fame general profeſſion, but mockers and haters of 


the power thereof, as infectious and enſnaring ? Nay, it is 
8 more 


\ 


have as much diſtance kept with a brother walkin 
| profeſſion of t 


But we reply, that it is true it is not underſtood in 
af a ſtate of 2 z nor ſimply in regard of his proſpering 
providence: 
eroſſing them till they were cut off from being a nation. 
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more. apt to. enfnare becauſe of the profeſſion. . Paul would 

diſor- 
derly, as a Pagan: for ſuch a one as walks e their 
true religion, do evidence more ungodlineſs 
and wickedneſs, than an ignorant and ſuperſtitious Papiſt 
that walks preciſely according to his profeſſion. There is 
ſome principle of conſcience ſtirring in the one; but it is 
ſeared in the other with a hot iron. God ranks ſuch, w 
are uncircumciſed in heart, with the uncircumciſed in fleſh. - 
Ought not his people to-do ſo to? g. The rule of modelling 
armies and purgi | 
xx111. not only of 1dolaters and foreigtiers, but every wick» 
ed thing, and unclean thing, was to be removed out of 


the camp. Now, ſeeing thoſe examples are tr; 


of this law, what reaſon is there to make the only ground of 
reproving and 8 of them to be, becaufs idolaters 
were aſſociated with, as if any other might be joined with, 
that is not an idolater. 4. That reaſon . Amaziab's 
conjunction with Iſrael is wreſted by ſome, expounding it 
üs. Cd is not with them, is not underſtood, in — of 


4 ate grace, as appears, nor in regard of God's pr ring [i 
rouiden gard : 


providence”; becauſe he was often with them in that re 
but it muſt be underſtood in regard . an idolatrous profeſſion. 


ut plurimum, the Lord for the moſt 
But eſpecially it is to be meant in regard of a courſe uppo- 
fite to God, contigs the Lord 1 2 Chron. xv, 2. 
The Lord is with you while ye be with him, but if ye forſale 
him he will forſake you. If any will reſtrict this to idolatry, 
he hath no ground from ſcripture for ſuch a limitation; 
but being engaged in the buſineſs, he wreſts the ſcriptures 
to his own deſtruction. , Sure we are, there are many pal» 
pable forfakings of God, and God's — 7 men, beſide 
idolatry and falſe worſhip. 5. That which is ſaid, That - 


Cod did not command Ama ziab to diſmiſs any of his gun ſub- 
Jjefts. Either it makes not much to the preſent buſineſs, 
elſe it ſtrikes againſt the law of God itſelf, that commanded 


or 


ſuch ſtrict purging of the camp. From whom I pray you? 
Certainly from wicked Iſraelites, from wicked countrymen: 


© Therefore if there was any ſuch among the men of Judah, 


he ought to have put them out of the army as well as the 
aid | | Iſraelites. 


2s 


the camp is moſt comprehenſive, Deut. 
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the point. The aſſociations and conjunctions that are con- 
demned in the cited ſcriptures, are ſome of them for civil 
| juſt and neceflary defence of the kingdom, and yet 


| Fabjeats, as ſubjects, and members of the politic body, 


bave the wars of his people his own wars, and all that they 
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Ifraclites. Nay, the command of diſmiſſing the Iſraelites, - 


' a commandito purge his 


was, really and upon the matter, 


ſtrange that the civil difference of ſtrangers and citizens 
ſhould make fuch difference in the point of conſcience. 
+ Qugltt we not to hate the Lord's enemies with a perfect ha- 
„not as Engliſhmen, not as ſtrangers, bet as enemies. 
Ever: not his brother, this was his honour; but many 
nod for reſpect to their brethren, know not God. It is the 
mord quality that the law: of God reſpects, without reſpect 
petſons und countrits. - To be a citizen, if not qualified, 
mere plead for employment in foro conſcientie and 
: Nun to be a ſtranger and qualified doth impede 


4 loyment in foro conſcientis and before God. 

F. It ay be anſwered (and it is by ſome), That thoſe 
IO ad, that there ſhould be no conjunction with 
icked men a quarrel of religion + but ſeeing our preſent 


buſineſs 18 deere of the kingdom, all ſabjects, as ſub- 
es, ſtand in ci pacity of employment for that end, hough 
reference to the defence of reiigion there muſt be « ch 
Aw. 1. The commiſſion have vindicated themſelves in. 
a letter to Stirling 2 from that imputation, that it 
is ſaid, they ſtate the quarrel and cauſe merely upon civil 
things in the anſwer to the parliament's query. But certainly as 
there is juſt ground given to theſe that are watching for any 


- fuch thing; to ſtate the cauſe ſo: becauſe they do contrary - 


to all former cuſtom and practice, mention the defence of * 
the kingdom only, as it had been of purgoſe, to make the 


employing of all members of the body or ſubjects of the 


kingdom for its defence more plauſible. . But we anſwer to 


ſo far as we know; ſome of them in the point of 
| l t dot 
not juſtify them,. 2. The rule given them, Deut. xxiii. was 
lating all their wars, and clearly holds forth, that all 


though as fuch there is an obligation lying on them to de- 
ſend the whole; yet they are not in actual and neareſt ca» 
pacity to the performance of that duty, if they be wicked 
and pnclean. And the reaſon is, becauſe the Lord would 


do, to his glory, Num. xxi. 14. 2 Chron. X. 15. Col. iii. 17. 


More 


1 
/ 
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More eſpecially ſuch ſolemn undertakings, there ought to be 
a difference between his people, acting for ſelf-defence, and 
other nations. 3. WT: the dence of the kingdom and 
defence of the cauſe, be different in themſelves, yet are they 
inſeparable: Whoever is entruſted with the defence of the 
kingdom really and de facto, r is e9-ip/o entruſted with the 
defence of the eauſe: Therefore the- people of God, who 
ought always to have religion firſt in.their eye, ought, eſpe- 
cially in raiſing forces for ſelf-preſervation, to level at reli» 
gion, and direct the choice of inſtruments in relation to that 
mark, that they deſtroy not Chriſtians while they ſave ſub- 

jects, and preſerve our bodies to deſtroy our ſouls. a 

3d Reaſon. That which is diſſonant from and contrary unto 
all our former reſolutions and proceedings, oaths and engages 
ments, confeſſions and humiliations, muſt needs be moſt un- 
lawful, or they themſelves, as to that point, were unlawful. 
But the preſent reſolutions and proceedings are diſſonant from, 
and contrary to all theſe. Ergo, Either our preſent or our | 
former reſolutions and practices were uptawfal; either we 
were wrong before, or we ate not right now. The ſecond 
propoſition may be made manifeſt from, 1. The preſęnt re- 
ſolutions are contrary to the ſolemn league and covenant in 
the fourth article and the ſixth. To the fourth, becauſe we 
put power in the hands of a malignant party, power of the 
ſword, which is inconſiſtent in the own nature of it with 


F DNA 


TEN 


o : 
* 
\ 


BY either actual puniſhing of them, or endeavouring to bejng I 
pL them to puniſhment ; unleſs it be intended to bring them a 
he forth, and expoſe them to the ſlaughter for a ſacrifice for the 
he land, which may be the Lord's mind indeed, howbeit they / - 
IS know not his thoughts. And to the ſixth article, becauſe it is 

| a a declining to the contrary party, even that party againſt 
oo whom the covenant, was at the making expreſly contrived. 
( of And as the declaration of the General Aﬀemdly 1648 hath 
wr 4 it, It is a joining with one enemy to beat another, with a 
4 black devil to beat a white. 25 1 ns 2 
gr) It is moſt ingeniouſly anſwered, that the preſent reſoluti - 
4 ons are not contrary to the covenant; "becauſe ſuch as ate 
2 deſcribed in the covenant are not allowed to be employed, 

ws meaning, that theſe men are not now malignants. What 


needs men make ſuch a compaſs to juſtify the public reſolu= | 
tions, ſeeing there is ſo eaſy and ready a way ſtraight at hand? 

This one anſwer might take off all the arguments made a- 
kainſt them, that chere lege align party now; * 


l 
- — * 
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| the foundation that being removed, all the building muſt fall 
| to the ground. But we have in the firſſ article evinced that, 
| which had been ſcandalous to have proved, if it had not been 
| queſtioned. If it were indeed true, that no malignants are 
allowed to be employed, what needed the commiſſion in their 
E letter to Stirling preſbytery take ſo much pains from ſcrip- 
| [ ture and reaſon to juſtify the preſent reſolutions, when the 
, 
| 
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clearing of that one point had cleared all? As for the declaration 
of the Aſſembly, anno 1648, It is anſwered, that none are to 
be employed, that continue notourly in the courſes of malig- 
nancy, which was done that year. Whereas the malignant 
BS party that was then affociated with, would have engaged to 
11 be faithful to all the ends of the covenant, many of them 
I; © were ſuch as had been in covenant, and made ſhew of their 
l | repentance for their defection from it: and ſo there is no 
't difference in this particular. | 
1 2. The ſolenin acknowledgement of public fins is ſo clear 
il | and peremptory in this, that it makes me tremble to think 
4 on it. Pag. 6. * Should we again break his commandments 
é and covenant, by joining any more in affinity with the 
« people of theſe abominations, and take in our boſom theſe 
« ſerpents, which have formerly ſtung us almoſt to death ? 
WW © This, as it would argue much folly and madneſs, ſo, no 
14 « doubt, it would provoke the Lord to conſume us till there 
| « be no remnant of eſcaping.” Let the 6th article alſo be 
ns |. confidered. Join to this the declaration of the commiſhon, 
u pon report of this enemy's invading, p. 6. where it is de- 
1 clared, that malignants ſhall not be allociate with, nay, not 
countenanced and permitted to be in our armies. The Ge- 
neral Aſſembly after this, upon the enemy's entry into Scot- 
| | land, gives ſerious warning to the rulers, to take heed of 
i;  Adſnares from that party: and that the rather, becauſe men ordi- 
{05 narily are ſo taken with the ſenſe of danger, as not to look | 
mA | back to that which is behind them, &c. How often have we 
I | ſentenced ourſelves unto wrath and conſumption if we ſhall ; 
111! BY fall into this fin again? All theſe and the like, are endeavoured WM , 
1 to be taken off, by ſaying that our engagements in this point, { 
were conceived in a way of proſecution of the cauſe ; but to . 
| be no impediment of the juſt and neceſſary defence, which we | 
are bound to bynature's law, which nohuman law can infringe. 
I» But we reply, 1. It is ſtrange, our proſecution of the cauſe 
* theſe years gal, ſhould be contradiſtinguifhe® from the de- 
fence of it and the kingdom. It was conceived that qur war in 
ö England 


o 
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England was defenſive not invaſive, that it was neceſſitated 
for the defence even of our kingdom, but it ſeems it is now 


it, queſtioned; but paſſing what was acted abroad, certainly all 
en our wars at home. were merely defenſive, both againſt unjuſt 
re inraſjon and ſeditious inſurrections. Now our ſolemn en- 
IF geagements were conceived, in relation to our actings at home 
pe. eſpecially, and modelling our armies for the defence of our - 
he liberties and religion. We know well enough that a juſt in- 
on vaſive war is a rare accident in the world, and that the flock - 
to of Jeſus Chriſt is, for the moſt, part, obnoxious to the vio- 
ge lence of others, as ſheep among wolves; but are not often 
ant called to prey upon others. 2. To call our ſolemn engage- 
to ments and declarations, grounded upon our oaths and the 
em word of God, human laws and conſtitutions, that muſt cede 
neir to Nature's law, it is indeed ingenuous dealing: becauſe to 
ng juſtify the preſent proceedings, there can be no more expe- 


dient way, than to condemn bypaſt reſolutions for the pe- 
remptorineſs pf them, and to make them grounded on politic 
n which are alterable; But it imports a 


are not for the matter grounded on the word of God, that 


gard of the general end, are alterable and changeable, when- 
ever they come in * to the law of nature, ſelf- de- 
Fence, and the law of God written in his word. And there- 
fore that act of parliament, mentioned by the commiſſion, diſ- 
charging all ſubjects not to riſe without the king's command, 
which was made uſe of againſt our firſt taking arms, was no 
ways binding on the ſubjects to riſe in the defence of their 
religion and liberties when in hazard. And. we wonder that 
that law ſhould be compared to our ſolemn engagements, 


* 


did no more bind us now, in caſe of defence, than that law 
did bind us then. Royaliſts might be excuſed. for prefer- 
ring the king's will to God's; but we cannot be pardoned for 
equalling them: And eſpecially while we eonſider that that 
fore mentioned act undoubtedly hath been intended for the 
eltabliſhing of an arbitrary and abſolute power in the king's 
hand, that the ſubjects may not have liberty to ſave them- 
elves, except the king will. Where God hath given us li- 
berty by the law of nature, or his word, no king can Jull 

tie us; and when God binds and obliges us by any of theſe, 


the very matter and ſubſtance of them, as if our engagements 
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change of principles. We conceive that all human laws that 


oblige not conſcience but in the caſe of ſcandal, and in re- 


which are grounded upon oaths and God's word, as touching 


— 
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» renews the ſame bond of our former engagements; yea, and 


gainſt the application of that truth therein contained in our 


Haath it been confeſſed to God, as the predominant public fin 
of Scotland, countenancing and employing the malignant par- 


us, to think, that it is now defended as a duty, which, but 


inclinations to keep in and fetch in ſuch perſons, and the re- 


this breed in the hearts of the people of the land, to hear the 
fame thing complained of as a great fin to-day, and com- 


: preſently called to mourn for the king's firs, of which this. is 
and giving them warrant to riſe in arms for the defence of 


_ In their own minds, at the ſame time to mourn for that as a 


” — ——— — — — — m Ä! 


28 CASE or CONSCIENCE. 
no king or parliament can looſe or untie us. 3. The de- 
claration of the Commiſhon and Aſſembly upon this invaſion, 


ſpeaks expreſly, in the caſe of fewneſs and ſcarceneſs of in- 
ſtruments, againſt the unbelief of people. that are ready in 
danger to chooſe any help. Therefore that which is ſaid in 
anſwer, that at that time there was a choice of inſtruments 
which now is not, it may indeed condemn and falfify the de- 
clarations at that time, in the ſuppoſition of the paucity of 
inſtruments, and in the application of that doctrine and di- 
vine truth to that time, but it doth not ſpeak any thing a- 


time; it being more manifeſt, that we have greater neceſſit 
and leſs choice of inſtruments, and ſo in greater hazard o 
unbelief, and overlooking what is behind u.. 

3. It is of all conſiderations the moſt confounding, to rer 
flect upon our former humiliations and. faſts. How often 


ty? But when we call particularly to minds the firſt ſolemn 
faſt after the defeat at Dunbar, aſtoniſhment takes hold on 


ſome months ago, was ſolemnly confeſſed. as a fin, the not 
purging of the army, the obſtructing of that work, and great 


pining at, and crying out againſt all that was done in the 
contrary, was then reckoned as the great cauſe of God's 
wrath; and his ſad ſtroke upon us. What diſtraction may 


mentled as a neceſſary duty to-morrow? Is not all the larid 


one, the deſigning a conjunction with the malignant party, 


the Kingdom ? Now; how ſhall they be able to reconcile theſe 


fin in the king, which they hear commended as the duty of the 
parliament ? To faſt to-day for that as the king's fin, which 
they muſt go about to-morrow as.their own duty ? Tell it not 
in Gath, publiſh it not in Aſtelon, leſt the daughters of the Phi- 


* iftines rejoice. Heathens may riſe in judgment againſt this 


{ 


' Futon. Semper idem velle algue idem nolle her damum 


J iapientia 


t 


caſuality. And thus it is pleaded now, That the danger of 
religion is not inevitable; that the danger of the kingdom is 


belong to the Lord. Now on the other hand, the danger of 


what he pleaſes), yet with a moral certainty and infallibility, 
which is often as great as phyſical certainty. Suppoſe thefe 
= ; . men, 
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apentia . If any wiſe man be ubique & ſemper ſibi par 
85 idem, what ought a godly man to be ? F | gf 
4th Reaſon. That which is an uncertain mean of preſerva- 
tion of the kingdom, and a more certain mean of deſtruction 
of religion, is utterly unlawful. But the employing and en- 


truſt ing of all men promiſcuouſly, according as is holden out 


in the public reſolutions, is, at beſt, an uncertain mean of 
the preſervation of the kingdom, and is a more certain mean 
of the deſtruction of religion. Ergo, It is utterly unlawful. 
The firſt propoſition cannot be denied. When any leſs good 
comes in oppoſition with a greater good, the leſſer good in 
that reſpect becomes evil. We may not endanger certainly 
a greater good, for the probable and uncertain attainment of 


the leſſer. The ſecond. propoſition I know will be denied, 


as it was denied in the time of the engagement by the com- 
mittee of eſtates. - They ſaid, the danger of religion was not 
infallible; that it might eventually fall out ſo, but nat by any 


certain: and fo theſe being laid in the balance together, we 
ought, to eſchew a certain danger of the kingdom's deſtruc- 


' tion, rather hazard on a probable danger of religion. 


But we-ſhall glear this and confirm the reaſon. 1. The 
danger of the kingdom is indeed great; but it is not ſo cer- 
taim and inevitable in caſe of not employing the malignant par- 
ty; becauſe there may be ſome competency of power beſide. 
Now the delivery and preſervation of the kingdom from this 


danger, by conjunction with that party, is rather improbable; 


becauſe we have ſentenced ourſelves to deſtruction, if ever 
we ſhould do ſuch a thing again. We are ſtanding under a 
curſe; whereto we have bound over ourſelves; and beſide, 
God is in a ſpecial manner. purſuing that generation, and 
hath raiſed up this enemy for their deſtruction; ſo that we 
may with er probability expect to partake of their plagues, 
and to fall under our own curſe, than to be delivered, or be 
inſtruments of deliverance to the kingdom. Or, at the beſt, 
it is uncertain : for what is more uncertain than the event 
of war? The battle in this ſenſe may be ſaid peculiarly to 


religion is certain and inevitable, though not ſimply in itſelf, 
and abſolutely, (becauſe the Lord doth in heaven and earth 
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men, having the power, of the ſword, prevail, will they not 
employ it according to their principles, and for attaining 
their own ends, which both are deſtructive to religion? What 
is more certain than that men act and ſpeak from the abun- 
dance of the heart, when. there is no outward reſtraint ? It 
ſhould be a great wonder if they who are ſo accuſtomed to do 
evil, ſhould ceaſe to do evil, when they have power and con- 
venience to do it. Power and greatneſs hath corrupted ma- 
ny good men, ſhall it convert them? Can men expect other 
fruits from atree than the nature of it yields? Will one ſeek figs 
onthorns, or grapes on thiſtles? 2, We do not ſee what defence 
it can be, for the preſent, to the kingdom, at leaſt the godly and 
well affected in the kingdom, who will be as much troubled in 
their perſons and eſtates by that party, as by the common ene- 
my. It is known what threatenings the country is filled with, 
which vents that inveterate malice and hatred to all the well 
affected in the kingdom, which they have kept within their 
breaſt of a long time: and now they fad opportunity of outin 
it. " as clear as day light, that the moſt part of all the ſecluded 
. perſons look upon theſe that oppoſed them in the engagement, 
and ſhut them out of places of truſt, and capacity of employ- 
ment, as enemies, and as great enemies as the ſectaries. And that 
we may know what to expect when they have full power in 
their hands, they, have already ſo lift up their head, that no 
godly man can promiſe himſelf — in many places ; and 
1 the faithful gentlemen an le of the Weſt, 
who have given more proof of their faithfulneſs to the cauſe 
and kingdom againſt the common enemy, than any others in 
the land; yet are daily ſuffering violence from theſe preſer- 
vators of the kingdom, while they are ſufferers under the feet 
of the enemy. When they have no common enemy, whom, 
I beſeech you, will they prey upon, ſeeing they do it already 
while they have an enemy? | | 


* - - . 


But it is replied, That none of the leaſt ſuſpicion are al. 
lowed to be in ſuch truſt and power, as may be prejudicial 
to religion; and that an oath is to be taken of all, which is 

to be conceived as particular, binding and ſtrict as poſſible. 

 Anfw. 1. What a manifeſt receding is it from former prin- 
ciples, that it is now conceived, that all places of truſt, ex- 
cepting ſome few of eminent note, may be filled with ſeclud- 
ed and debarred perſons, without the prejudice of religion? 
It is certain that moſt part of officers, nominated by the parlia- 
ment and ſhares, are not only ſuch, of whom there is juſt grovad 

f , ; ff 0 
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of ſuſpicion, but ſuch as have been enemies by actual oppo» + 
fition to the cauſe of God, or known ,underminers thereof. 
Can it be ſaid in good earneſt, that none, of whom is any 
ſuſpicion, ſhall have ſuch truſt as may be 8 Sure 
we are, there are many juſt grounds of ſuſpicion and jea- 
| louſy of general perſons, who have chief truſt in our armies: 
and this the public judicatories are not ignorant of. 2. Oaths 
and covenants are but like green cords about Samſon to bind 
theſe men. Would we have them yet once again perjuredz 
then may we tender an oath to them. Put power in their hand, 
and then make them ſwear to employ it well. Tis as ridt- 
culous as to give a madman a ſword, and then perſuade him 
to hurt none with it. There is no more capitulation with 
ſuch perſons, retaining their old principles, than with the floods 
or winds. Thefe whom that ſacred bond of covenant hath 
not tied, what oath can bind? Except you can change their 
nature, do not ſwear them to good behayiour. Can a leopard 
. his ſpot? | xn + et WS © 
 $th Reaſon. That which gives great offence and ſcatdal, 
and lays a ſtumbling- block in the way, both of the people of 
the land and our enemies, eſpecially in the way of the god- 
ly; that is unlawful. But the preſent aſſociatiom and con- 
junction with all perſons in the kingdom (excepting a few, 
if any) is ſcandalous and offenſive to the whole land, to' the 
godly elpecially, and alſo to the enemy: therefore it is un- 
lawful. The major is beyond all exception, if we confider 
how peremptory Chriſt and his apoſtles are in the point of 
offence which yet few Chriftians do conſider. We ought 
not only to beware of the offence of the gadly, but even of 
wicked men, even of our blaſpheming enemies. Give no of= 
Fence neither to the Few nor Gentile, nor to the church of God. 
Chriſt-would not offend and ſcandalize his malicious enemies. 
The minor is proved. 1. There is great offence given to the 
godly in the kingdom by the public reſolutions, concerning 
that conjunction with the malignant party, under the name 
and notion of ſubjects. 1. Becauſe it is known that the moſt 
part of them are tender in that point, what fellowſhip " 
act with: and this hath been remonſtrate unto the commiſ- 
ſion and committee of eſtates, from ſeveral ſynods. Now + 
the preſent reſolution &ayeth that ſtumbling-block in their 
way, that they cannot act in the defence of the kingdom: 
becauſe there is no way left them, for the performing of that 
duty, but that which they in their conſciences are not ſatis- 


fied 
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3 | 
fied with. It is a ſad neceſſity and ſnare that is put upon 
them, that they cannot perform their bound duty, which 


they are moſt deſirous of, without fin, becauſe of the way that 
is taken. 2. Is it not matter of offence- and ſtumbling to 
them, to be neceſſitated by law. to that which was their af- 


fiction? The mixture that was in our armies was their 


goat z and their comfort was that the judicatories were mint- 
gat their duty to purge them: but now there is no hope 
. of attaining that; all doors are ſhut up by the public reſolu- 


tions. 3. It undoubtedly willweaken their hands, and make 


their hearts faint ; ſo that they cannot pray with affection 
and in faith, for a bleſſing upon ſuch an army, the predomi- 
nant and leading part whereof have been eſteemed, and are 
really enemies to God and his people. 4. Is it not a great 


_ offence that any thing ſhould proceed from the public judi- * 


' .catories, that ſhall lay a neceſſity. upon many godly in the 
Land, to ſuffer, becauſe they cannot in conſcience go along 


3 think within themſelves, to fee ſuch diſſonancy and diſ- 
agreement between preſent and former reſolutions and prac- 


tices? What may they judge of the inconſtancy and levity 


of the commiſſion? and be induced to give no reſpect and 


reverence to them in their reſolutions. Is it not, at leaſt, \ 


very great appearance of evil to join with that party, that we 


declare and repute, but ſome few weeks ſince, to be wick- - 


ed enemies of religion and the kingdom? and look hence- 
orth. on them as friends without ſo much as any acknow- 
ledgement of their ſin had from them? Shall not they be in- 
duced to put no difference between the precious and the vile? 
not to diſcern between him that fears God and him that 
fears him not, when the public reſolutions put no difference? 


Then, how will it confirm all the malignant party in their 


wickedneſs ? May they not think our ſolemn gyows and en- 
gagements, our rigid reſolutions and proceedings were but all 


contrived and acted of policy; and os intereſt and adyan- 


tage, and not conſcience, principled them? Have they not 
an occaſion given them to perſecute all the godly, and vent 


their long harboured malice againſt theſe who have been 2 | 


zealous for reformation and purging of the land? Nay, the 


| are put in the capacity that they. haye deſired, for acting 


their reſolutions, and accomplitings their deſigns. And laſt 
of all, the-preſent proceedings will not only encourage and 


- animate the common enemy, but confirm them in all the im- 


putations 


with it? Next it ſcandalizeth the whole land. What 1 ; 
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phtitivns ane? en i we has Jondes our trek, wil 
May they not have ground to think, that we are 1 
avs bole deſig d'does not Eng aim at God's glo 'f 
That it is not grounds bf conſcience: A5 us, but ſome world- 
ly intereſt, when they look upon the inconſtancy and change- 
ableneſs of our way and cqurſe, which is fo accommodated 
to occaſtonꝭ and times?” Can they think us men of conſcience, 
chat wilt join with all theſe men. of blood, beforg we will ſo 
much as ſpeak with them ? It is replied, that the ſcandal is 
taken, and not given ; which muſt not be ſtood upon, in the 
caſe of a neceffary duty. But, 1. We cleared, that there is 
no neceſſity of that conjunction; therefore the ſcandal is 
given, ſeeing it is known beforehand chat it will be taken. 
2. There äre many grounds of offence given by the preſent 
reſolutions, as appears by what is ſaid. I it were no more, 
it is a great appearance of eyil ; it is very inductive of many 
2 l of all my (poten 7 700 8 
it is in itfelf ſinful; conteary to God's, and our oath .-. 
+ 6th Reaſon. That which makes glad all the wicked and 
enemies of God in the land, and ſad many, if not moſt. part, 
ef the godly, hath much appearance and evidence, if not cer- 
tainty, of evil, is unlawful. | But the public reſolutions aud 
progectlings are ſuch. Ege. Or thus; That which makes 
"alf'the wicked, and heighten the hopes and expeCta- 
tions of the malignant party, and makes fad none almoſt. but 
the godly, and diſcourages their ſpirits 3 that, pr ering i 
the public ſudicatories, . cannot be right and lawful: But fo 
it is, that that which proceeds from the public judicatories, 
makes glad all the hearts of the wicked, and makes fad none, 
almoſt, but the godly ; heightens the hopes of the malignants, 
and makes them ſay, their day is coming, La we have ſeen it + 
and diſcourages the godly, and makes them almoſt ſay, Cur 
bope ts cut Fe glory is departed... Ergo, It cannot be right, 
at leaſt it hath a great and convincing appearance of.evil. _ - 
This argument may be thought more popular, than either 
philoſophical or . ſcriptural : But ſuch an- argument, the Ge- 
neral *Aﬀſernbly, 1648, made uſe of againſt the engagement. 
It is no ways imaginable, how the wicked and ungodly in the 
land, would ſo infült and rejoice in this day, if they ſaw not 
ſome legible characters upon it, which were. 2 to their 
own principles and ends, The children of God are, for the 


1 
9 


13. 


moſt part, Led by the Spirit of Cod and taught the way they. 
prey i bod 13. Fel 2. 1. B W readily. 
12; TFT > | | ey Y 


; 7 hoofe,” n 
C x ; E 


© 
s 


34 CASE or CONSCIENCE. 
they do. not ſcunner at courſes approye of Cod; But the 
children of the world being, xt beſt led by ar. Own carnal 
minds and ſenſes, and, for the moſt part, acted by a ſpirit, of 
diſobedience and enmity againſt God, they uſe not to rejoice 
at things that do not ſuit with their carnal hearts, and axe not 
| N at with the character of that which is imprinted in 
heir ſpirits. We ſee now that the wicked walk on every ſide, 
_ when the vileſt men are exalted. And when the wicked rife, 
the rightzout is hidden; and tuhen they bear rule, the people 
mourneth: but when righteous men are in authority, the people 
As" rejoice > and when the righteous rejoiceth, there is great 


Flory, Pſal. Kil. 8. Prov. xxviii. 12. and xxix. 2. 
71 Reaſon. That which is the accompliſhment and per- 
fecting of the matignant deſign, that hath been driven on theſe 
years paſt, eſpecially fince the unlawful engagement, it can- 
not be a courſe approven of God: But the preſent courſe is 
the accompliſhment of that deſign. Ergo, That there hath 
deen à deſign, for àa long time, driven and endeavoured, both 
at home and abroad, with much policy and induſtry, by ma- 
ny turnings and windings, and by arguments of ſeveral kinds, 
as the exigence of the times did furniſn: and that the defign 
was, to have all ſuch perſons in truſt and power again, who 
had been ſecluded; that ſo they might compaſs their own 
ends, hath not been denjed hitherto ; and we are perſuaded 
no man that fears God, und obſerves the times, is ignorant 
of it. Let the public papers of the trea + at Bol and the 
publie papers of this kingdom and church at home, be con- 
fulted; they bear witnels for us. Was not the foundation 
pf it laid in Holland? Many of them in both nations, brought 
home with the king-contrary to public reſolutions, and by 
the prevailing inſſuence of ſome in the ſtate, kept in the king- 
dom, contrary to public reſolutions? Was not the work of 
purging judicatories and armies obſtructed; the godly diſ- 
-eonntenanced and diſcouraged; great endeavours uſed. to 
raiſe the malignants in the South and in England; and, ſince 
the defeat, to raiſe all without exception in the North, 
- but when ttiat could not be obtained, by the Withſtandin 
of honeſt men in the ſtate ? The levies appointed, whic 
would have been à confiderable force for the defence of the 
— kingdom, was rendered on ineffectual; partly by taking 
money for men; partly by raifing the malignant party, and 
then pretending to go againſt them: They were; Paciled by 
an act of indemnity, the fruit and reſult of all Which is, this 
e eee eee ee es 
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the 
h. reſent conjunction with them, and puttin the power of 
rh —_— and armies in their al Th. the deſign is 
; compleatec. 
ojee | "82 Reafon.' Thi mi will mereafe the Lord's indigna- 
718 tion and controverſy againſt, the land, yet ſeven times more, 
-4 that is very unlay | iq unſeaſonab But ſo it is, tha 
fiae, confederacy and affociation with the people of theſe abomin- 
riſes il ations, wi increaſe the Lord's indignation and 2 
255 ſeven times more. "Ergo, The; aſſumption die as manikfi 
7 F and uncontroyerted as the propoſition, 'a few months | 
reat but it js begun now to be queſtioned by. ſome, 5 qui qu 2 5 un! 
| neſciunt, quia; 157 But we ſhall evince it. 
| 4 ſtanding under ſuch a ſentence, which we deliberately and 
© WI fincerely paſt upon ourſelves, in the days of our vows to 
45 that if we did ever any more join with the pe people of theſe 
wi by abominatipns, the Lord would conſume us till there was no 


remnant. And this was not done in aſhneſs but 1 in ſobriety, 
and with a fcripture reſident, Ezra is. 12, 13. 2. Our ex- 


4 Wee hath made this clear to us. We never did mi 
6 vurſelyes' among them, but the Lord did N in⸗ 
; — diy gndtion, and ſtamped that fin, as in vive upon 
n — . GT hath ſet upon that rock, that We Rave 
r itt ũpon, a remarkable beacon. Therefdre we do not 
. only our folemn en gements, bind ourſelves over to a 
| th in r 4 "relapſing, but paſſes the ſenterice of great 
2 mad ind folly on du elves, © pirator ictu ſapit. Experi- 
Fad ence makes fools A, but it cannot cure madnefs. Did not 
LIE that mixture provoke” God at Dunbar? And is this the way 
1 8 to appeaſe him, to revolt more and more? 3. Oonjunction 
* 1 and confederacy with that party, doth neceſſarily infer a com- 
| 1 d munion in bleſſings and plagues; we muſt caſt in opr lot 
; 10 with them, and have all one purſe. Now it hath been con- 
44 bete and declared by this church, that God bath a notable 
G 0 controverſy with that party, that this enemy is in ay eminent 
Tn way to bear them down and cruſh them. Therefore if we 
1 


* u with them, we muſt reſolve to partake of their plagues, 
have that controverſy pleaded againſt us alſo. 

It is anſwered, That indignation need not be feared ſimply 
on this account, becauſe the means are lawful and neceſſary 
elſe, if this hae any force, it will conclude, that we hou 


liedown and do' nothing, uſe God ind tion is upon 
the whole land. 18 * 


try, 1; won e be tv, thi thi nei i the 


teſent 
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rod of God's nation a inſt the whole lan J yet it is 
certain to us, but th been formerly unqueſtioned, that they 
are rajſed up, in a ſpecial way, to execute God's wrath on 
malignants, and God doth arm them with power inn Aae 
manner for that end. Beſides, the Lord's anger and 1 
nation againſt his enemies is ſuch, as will burn and none ca 
quench it: it is of another nature, than his wrath againſt hig 
own people, which is a hiding af his face for a moment. He 
corrects us in meaſure and judgment, but Pace us not alto- 
1 — ap un puniſhed. But = makes an end of other nations, 
theſe that riſe up to actual enmity and hatred of 
kis | people, and ſhedding of their blood. And therefore, if 
any man would not 1 with wrath and ſore diſpleaſure, he 
would ſtand at a diſtance with ſuch, as God hath appointed 
for deſtruction; we mean, as lang as they carry in their fore, 
heads the mark of the beaſt. | n God hath ſuch a. xe- 
markable controverſy againſt 3 cople, then he that belpeth 
end he that ts help en ray both we I] together Ifa, xxxi; 3. All 
is in N ſhall £all with che hy, the lord, 


zek. xz. 5. and xxxii. as 1. A e it is. known. — 5 
0 85 A haye not changed their Aab ed an they 
ut in proſecuting this war e ſtabliſh their N 98 


1 ow. it SOM 158 5 R inter: 
* or Ihe Kingdom's intereſt.; We 
artially, whether or not theſe hat 

Eo ing = ht nar) pod meſs x 
la ee themſeſves to ra — 2 —— 
Which hath hitherto followed that quarre), ſecing they, muſi 
have common. bleſſings and curſes. Will not that quarre] 
held up by moſt part = Fg army, be a wicked. thing, an Achan 
| Mall Te that wil m_ * Ou Lun. away tram) it and put 


22 th, jo the. next place, any 
i vo wes oy 
The uneane 


et . er error, 205 ths 1 

ö n. on the contrary; faction. S; an unixe | 
- Lice of Chriſtian nations, tho = be not the 15 J 
faith yet it is anf ban. net want reaſon for it. 


Anſw-. 
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Anfw. 1. Thia will 8 ainſt the exceptions 
added in the anſwer to the qu of levy; for ſeeing 
other, nations except eG in t eee neceſſary defence, 


why eh we except any Aud if once we except an 
upon pr d and FAX. grounds, upon the —— + 
jor aug * except far more. 2. Mr. Gilleſpie, in his 
/ be Miſcellagy, Queſtions,. makes enn that the city 
5 Na 1026, made a defenſive, 1 with Zurich, Berne, 
and. Bah becauſe; they wore not o * but men 
of the A* 8 And . Saxony refuſed to 
take into conf y, theſe who differed — — the 
oint of. the, Lord's r ; leſt ſuoh ſad things ſhonld befal 
im, a befel theſe in ſcripture; who uſed any means of heir 
own defence. Thiz rule was good in 759, h in that 
caſe, miſapplied. "Now:then, if theyymade conſcience of 
chooling means of their own defence, à confederacy with fo» 


reigners ; may nat the ſame ground lead us to a diſtance "I 
- our own: count unqualified, who. have 
commend them but t they are of tha ſame, nation, ry 
is nothing in point of conſcience. © 3. The practice of other 
2 that are nof tender in many greater poiate, cannot 
canyincing : eſpecially, when we' conſider that the 
bath mae light co ariſe, in in this 1 more bright 
former times. God hath taken occaſion of illuſttat 
een 7 this generation, 
. : garkoels (err, and of making Araight many 
8 pak; N 7 and walking. 
now performing the promiſe of purging out 
* 95 from among us and them bar tranſgreſt? 
bath winked at former times of ignorance, but now, the 
Lord having cleared hig mind ſo tous, how. great madnaſ: 
were i 2a farſake our Wn Mercy, and pie the con counſel of God 
ainf, our own fouls? Ag farabat inflance.of our reformers, 
Ta could not have been any thing brought more 3 
to that cauſe, and more advantageous for us. After che 
were twice:beaten by the French in Leith, and their forces 
(Fattered, and bt Sing Joby Kaos — 7 
925 retirs; to 55 x, preaching upon 
ht pls, 5nd and ſearching the cauſes of Got's-wrath-2- 
em, he condeſcends upon. this as the chief cauſe, 
e er into their councils: and forces, ſueh 
hr pm oppoſed the. congregate ah fogey God 
afar. plus hom, Hines them. nee the Duke had game among net. 
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Knox Chron. ' 2. It cannot be ſhewed that ever they tapk in a 
party and faction of ſuch men, but only ſome few perſons; whic 
though it was not alt er juſtifiable, yet more excyſable, 
But now the publie tions hold forth a conjunction with 


and theſe without profeſſion of repentance in many, an 
without evidence of the reality of it almoſt in any. 3 Theis 
perſons 'were not ſuch as had once joined with the congren 
gation, and — * and become 8 to =! 3 but they 


turned to the prote ſtant religion from 12 t ours is 
— 2 BY . 


2. It is argued $a ſcripture: Three ſcripture inſtal 


are brought to juſtify the preſent proceedings. The firſt in- 


ſtance is from the practice of God's people in the book of 
Judges, who, when cor de fection from religion they Ale 
brought under oppreſſion, yet when any Ks was raiſe 
by God for their defence, they gathered and came all out 
2 7 notwithſtanding a great part of them had been 

yet it is not found that their governors are 
reproved for wel 7 _ fad curfes on them that came 
ner cure 0/the WAI; Judges v. 15, 16, 17, 23 TY The fecond 
inſtarice is from the Fry of the . TY e the firſt; 
when, After defeCtio 


gracious reform | 
had to do * invaſion, we find roi not 5 For 


ring any calens, but Laling them out promiſcuouſly! Net- 
ther is this laid to their charge, that they calfed'out ich and 
- ſuch ſubjects, though we may "by the ſtory: of t 


were wicked, &c. 


We anſwer to theſe two inſtances jointly. 1. We may = 


che like reaſon prove, that which is as yet uncpntroverted ( 
know not how long), That we "ought at no time to make 


choice of ——— neither in caſe of proſecution of 


the cauſe and the invaſion of others, nor yet in the time 
when” choice is to be had; and ſo, that all our former en- 
gements, reſolutions and proceedings, in the point of 
judicatories and armies, was ſuperfluous and ſupere! ga- 
tory : becauſe we read not that the reforming kings or jud 1 
—.— — . an invaſive 3 EW _ | Ie ore 
and multitudes o e, di od 
debar any of e d e that ferviee, but called 
out” promiſcuoully.” either is this" laid to- 2 


— . | people 


hw. 


= 


all the bloody murderers in the kingdom (excepting very few), | 


prophets, that the | greater part of the er ook rear 


8 ö io cc aocZt ax a Kc - as. * I. ati ro. __ —— "Mas I "OI 


IT > 


2 


* 


d forth of all promiſcuouſl . + and in the caſe of an inxafive war, 
e 


ments and no. neceſſity pleading for it: if it, had been ſinful, 
the prophets wo 1 5 4 ba 


gave all evidence of repentance. 3. Seeing the judges 
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practice is often lame and crooked, and therefore muſt be 
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were, wicked under the beſt kings ; thexefote we may law 


fully employ, any ſubjects of the ky kingdom in any!of our wars. 
7 we look; upon all indifferently, — dif 
cerning of perlons, that fear God and them — fear him not, 


good capacity to be entruſted, even when — we 
have dice of inſtruments. Certainly it follows; b 
of reaſon: for if you conclude that, — the calling Aron] 


romiſcuouſly, and no reproof given for it in the caſe of ne: 
0 ceſlary defence; then we may conelude, from the 


and no reproof recorded, that neither, in ſuch a caſe, its 
Gnful to make no difference, and that, with ſtrong reaſon⸗ 
becauſe it being "more eaſy in ſuch a caſe to chooſe inſtra- 


ve rather reproved it, chan rebuked 

them for. uſing, means in à caſe of neceſſity... 2. We 
may argue after that manner, that in the caſe of, 
0 defence, there ſhould be no exceptions, mon 

y perſons; becauſe we read not that the judges or king 
Jebarred any ſubjects, neither that they were 2 for 
doing. Nau the inſtances militate 3s much agsinſt the 
exceptions. added in the anſwer to the query, as againſt 2 

unleſs jt be ſaid that there was no ſuch narſons. among tha 
hn; which were as groundleſs raſhneſs as to ſay that tex 
reforming e of Judah, were ſo accurate: and exact in 
cleaving to the God, and walking according to it in 
all other things; it were more charitable + and Chriſtian 8 
ment to ſay, that ſince they are not reproved for any fa 
in particular, that they were alſo exact to walk-acco according e. 
the rule, Deut. xxiii. in ſo great a point as. this. 4. 


examined according to the rule; but it were not fair dealing 
to accommodate the rule to mens practice. Seeing then we 
n ſo clear and perfect a rule, Deut. xxiij. which moſt 
Judge e both their practice and ours; we ſee not how theix, 
ice can be obtruded as a rule upon us, which, itſelf mu 
examined according to a common and general rule. 1. 


it be not according to that law, we. hol, it to be ſinſul in it- 


ſelf, and ſo no preſident for us, albeit \Prophets..dig not 
reprove_it in ex refs, and particular” derts (as they did not 
reprove man- ſtealing, &e.) yet they rebuked it by con 
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E 
ed Iſraelites, which i condemned 


derne, a8. t it of Jepchaf an Gideon war & was done by 


8 or the defence of the ſame. Iſrael in the days of the Judges, | 
and Judah in the-time-of the reforming” ings,” was Hot di- 
vided the one half againſt the other, upon oppoſition | d de- 


2 Iſrael/ or Judah, in the days of their judges 


vine approbation. In the caſe of Jabeſſi- Gilead beſie 
2 foreign enemy, Saul commands all to come forth fot de- 


ens 0 6085018 we) 

grounds comme 
this very any in hand. g. We den, E ge for ka 
forth of the people 


no great multitudes of people, but a ſew choice mem. 6. As 
ſon was heavy and continued long; ſo the repent- 
ple was ſolemn, and their deliverance a fruit 

ir caſe and ours is very. different; none of 
Judah, did fight againſt the 'profeſſion of the true 
and ſhed the blood of their feHow-fubje&s whb were 


che op 
Mug the 
of this. 
reg 


fence of tha true religion; and the better part, ' after many 
des of the treachery and enmit y. the moſt of the 
worſt part, ſolemnly engaged to God, not to admi: chem to 


employment and truſt, but upon real eridende o repentance 


of which:they ſhould judge as in the ſight of Gd. And laſt 


aud reforming kings, admit into their armies, a party and 
faction of ſuch as had given no reaſ evidence of their bau- 
ing cheir former coùrſe; and ſuch 4 party, as had been 


; ing to get the power of armies and judicatoties in 
1 — 


attaining their own ends: 
aro in oun caſe. 1 


Tube chird inſtanee from ſerimtiine;: is fol. Sam. 9k! 
whieh-is alledged to be a clear practice, and ſtamped with di- 


by 


fence of their brethren, under pain of à ſevere eivil tn 


Now, What Saul did in this buſinefs, the Spirit of God is 
ſaid to act him to it, and what the- eople di „Was from the 


fear of God, making them obey the king: And then Samuel 


in this acting concurs jointly, and makes no tion; and 
N oines Gerk m 


as one man; and yet chap. 
x. 27. many men of Belial were among them, who malig- 


nantiy oppoſed Saul's government, coy to God's reveal- 


ed will, 


To which we anſwer, 1. The ſtamp bf divine approbatlon 


is not apparent to us, ſucceſs doth not prove it; neither the 


Spirit coming on Saul, nor the fear of God falling on the 
win import a divine approbatior of all that was done 


— AIThat motion of the Spirit is no 
ſagRifying 


i the man 


Bur all tlic 
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CASE or CONSCTENCE. 
ſanctifyin —— but a common, though - extraordi 
impulſe of Saul's * to the preſent work, which, doubt 
was in the king of Babylon, whom God raiſed up, fitted —1 
ſent for the deſtruction of f nations: albeit that work 
in his hand was row. pay That fear of God that fell upon 
the people, was but a-tear of the kin 49 ng y — 
and it is more peculiarly attributed to God , becauſe 
ple did deſpiſe and contemn him, which makes their — 5 
—5 and fear to be a more extraordinary thing upon a ſud- 
den. Then, Samuel not oppoſing the courſe in hand, doth 
no more import his approbation of all that was done in it, 
than his not repraging the men of Belial, doth prove that he 
approved of their oppoſition. . 2. It doth not appear that the 
men of Belial were a t faction and 3 there is ſomes 
thing in ver. 12. ſpeaks againſt it. It is not he rho the 
would put a faction and party to death. N 
pear that they were in the army; for at which is id 

2 all the n came out as one man, doth only import, 
that the body and ty of d ee n and tak 
it was a wonder ſo many came forth ſo ſ at the com- 
mand of the king, who was but mean and abject in their eyes. 
It is certain that all fenſible people were not preſent, becauſe - 
the whole _ numbered, ver. 8. was but 330, ooo. 
And who ſa was no more men in Iſrael, when 
they had 600, ooo fuch, and above, before their coming into 
the land? Seeing then, many have ſtaid at home, it ĩs moſt 
probable that theſe men of Belial would not come, ſeeing 
they deſpiſed Saul's mean and low condition in their heart, 
and thought- him unfit to lead their armies, till' he ſhould 
prove what was in him. That which is ſaid, ver. 12. doth 
not prove they were in the camp; it might be conveniently 
ſpoken of abſent perſons. 4. it is-not certain that theſe men 
were wicked and ſcandalous in their converſation z haters of 
ſs and of their brethren z but that they ſtood at di- 

ance only with Saul, in the point of his election; which 
indeed was blame-worthy, God had revealed his mind 
in it: and therefore they are called Men of Belial, as Peter 
was called Satan, for oppoſing Chriſt's ſuffering. 

Some other ſcriptures are alledged by fome, as Dec. 
„„ Ln nn Sc. all which are gleared in Fj 
s Treatiſe of Miſcellany Queſonzcaucl 


eaſon. And, hz 
one's parade — 


42 CASE or CONSCIENCE. 
and nature, and which he cannot omit without the guilt of 


of him to do when he needs it, and when it may be done 
without the undoing of a greater good; but ſo it is, that 
every ſubject is obliged by the law of nature, oath and cove- 
nants, and the law of God, to endeavour to their power, the 
preſervation of the kingdom againſt unjuſt violence : And the 
ſafety of the kingdom ſtands in need of many ſubjects' aſſiſ- 
tance who were ſecluded; and it may be done without un- 
doing a greater good than is the preſervation of religion. 
Ergo, Fa 'S 2 . 1 
This argument hath an anſwer to it in the boſom of it. 
1. Weſhortly deny the aſſumption, in relation to the two 
laſt branches, both that the kingdom's preſervation ſtands in 
neceſſity of theſe mens help: And that their help tends not 
to the undoing of a greater good, ſeeing there is no reaſon 
given to confirm theſe two points, wherein the nerve of the 
buſineſs lies, we refer to a Reaſon of our denial of them gi- 
ven p. 29. 2. It is true that the obligation to ſuch a duty 
lies upon all; but that obligation is to be brought in act and 
exerciſe in an orderly and qualified way, elſe what needed 
any exceptions be in the act of levy? Excommunicat- 
ed perſons are under the ſame obligation, yet the magi- 
ſtrate is not actually obliged to call ſuch, but rather to - 
clude them. Are not all bound to come to the ſacrament 
who are church members ? yet many are not in a capacity to 
come, and ſo ought neither to preſume to come, nor be ad- 
mitted. | Are not all ſubjects obliged to defend the cauſcoof 
God, and to proſecute it? and yet many, becauſe of theiren- 
mity to the cauſe of God, are actually incapable of employ- 
ment in the defence or proſecution thereof. 3. The law of 
nature is above all human laws and conſtitutions, they muſt 
cede whenever they come in oppoſition to it, Salus populi is 
Lt "I Lex in relation to theſe: But in relation to the law 
of Bod it is not ſo; ſometimes the law of nature muſt yield 
to poſitive commands of God. Abraham muſt ſacrifice his 
fon at God's. command. The law of nature obliges us to the 
preſervation of ourſelves, but it does not oblige to every mean 
that may be found expedient. to that end, unleſs it ſup- 
ſed lawful and approven of God. Therefore the Lord in 
is written word doth determine, what means we may uſe 
for that end, and what not. But, 4. We conceive: that the 
law forbidding aſſociation and confederacy with known * 
x - * | | Ly, e 


the other's deſtruſtion, that may the other lawfully require 
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CASE or CONSCIENCE. 47 
ed and ungodly perſons, is included in the Jaw of. nature, as 
well as the by that obliges us to ſelf-preſervation ; that is 
grounded on perpetual reaſon, as well as this. Nature bids 
me preſerve myſelf, and nature binds me to have one friend 
and foe with God. The heatheng had a notion of it; they 
obſerved, that Amphiaraus, awiſe and virtuous man, was there- 
fore ſwallowed up in the earth, with ſeven men and ſeven 
horſes, becauſe he had joined himfelf. and affociated with 
Tydeus, Capaneus and other wicked commanders marching to 
the ſiege of Thebe. Mr. Gill. Mifcell. Queſt. chap. 14. p. 171. 
2. The ſecond reaſon is framed thus in Hypotheſi. Such 
as are excluded are a great part, if not the ter part, of 
the remnant of the land, if rules of excluſion be extended 
impartially. Now, they having their lives and liberties al- 
lowed them, muſt either in theſe things be enſured by the 
interpoſing of a competent power for their defence, or elſe 
they muſt have liberty to act for themſelves. _ But ſo it is, 
that we cannot interpoſe a competent power for their pro- 
tection. 'Ergo, They muſt have liberty to act for themſelves. 
Nam qui dat vitam, dat neceſſaria ad vitam. — * + 
We anſwer, 1. It is not certain that ſuch as are excluded 
are the greater = of the land; however, it is certain, that 
though the ryle had been kept, and endeavours had been uſed 
to walk according to it, yet many whom it excludes would 
have been taken in. There is a great difference between en- 
deavour of duty, and attaining its perfection. If the rule ha$ 
not been quite deſtroyed, ſo great offence could not have been. 
taken, though it had not been ſtrictly urged in all particulars, 
2. We. ſtill affirm, upon evident grounds to' us, that there is 
a power competent in the land, belide the malignant party, 
which I poſs the land and enſure their lives and liber- 
ties. 3. We are perſuaded many of that party, who have 
been ſo 'deeply involved in blood quiltineſs and barbarous 
cruelties, ſhould neither have lives nor liberties ſecured to 
them: becauſe they ought not to be permitted to five. But 
the not taking away ſo much 'guilty blood from the land 
by acts of juſtice, is the cauſe that fo. much innocent and 
oo blood is now ſhed.” Our rulers have pardoned that 
lood which God would not pardon: and therefore would 
not - pardon. it to the land, bscauſe they pardoned it to the 
mutderers. 5 wy 
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8 lutions and pr 
of the malignant party, yet do not find ſuch clearneſs and 
to concur in this war, and aſſociate with the army ſo conſti- 


| federacies with wicked and -ungodly men do prove- this, 
The command prohibiting conjunction with them and con- 


re 
helping of the un 
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elves, &c. 
Say 2 ye, A confederacy, to all them to w 
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— . — 
nn, 


| malignant party | 


OME convinced of the anlawfulnels 3 * ni 1 
in reference to the employing 


Abel to 
ſave ee 


ſatisfaction in their own conſciences as to forbid the ſubjecti 


tuted. Therefore it is needful to f ſomething to this 
point, That it is as unlawful for the f jects to aſſociate and join 
in arms with that party, as it is for or paring to employ 
them. For theſe reaſons. - . .: 

1. The ſeriptures before 8 aſſociations and cons . 


verſing, &c. is common both to magiſtrates and people: for 


* It were ſtrange doctrine to ſay, 
— it is not or th parliament to aſſociate in war with 
ants, leſt the —— be enſnared: and yet it is 
people to aſſociate with them upon the come 
tang Does ſceing the enſnaring of the people 
immediate connexion with the peoples conjunc- 
\ them, nor with - the-parliament's reſolution —.— 
it not been a tranſgreſſion in all the people to have 
men before the parliament's reſolution 2· 
o ang can their-reſolution intervening looſe 

eople from their abligation to God's command? Shall 
no ſin to me, becauſe they ſin before me? Can their 
3 me in the tranſg on, exempt me from the 
of that ſame law which obliges both them and 
le were reproved for ſuch aſſociations 8 
they, originated from the rulers. 

k to the w ole body. What haſt thou. to do 
in the way of Egypt, &c-* Jer. — And Iſa. xxxi. Wo to 
#hem that ga down to Egypt. Pſal. cvi. They mingled theme 
Lord inſtructed Iſaiah, and in him all his own 
all the children whom —————— ſaying, 
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CASE D cON Seien. a 


was reproved for helping-the y, was not 


all his people reproved that went with hin? were the 
helpers cf the ungodly as*well as he. If Amaziah had re- 
28 _ arm > ———— not with, 
dou $ it: deen | dutyv to teſtify againſt 
7 neared bathed ip. Fed 
3. H the aſfociation and conjunction with - malignants be 
only the fin of the parliament, — the fin of the people, 
who do upon their command iate with m ;- then we 
nnot fee how people can be guilty of affociation' with ma - 
ignants at any time, and in any cafe. To join with then 
in an ill cauſe is not lawful indeed: but neither may we joii 
with good men in an evil cauſe. Suppoſe then the cauſe be 
good and neceſſary {as no war is jul if it be not neceſſary) 
in what cafe or eircumſtances ſhall aſſociation with them be 
unlawful for the people ? If it be ſaid, in caſe the magiſtrate 
command it not, we think that ſtrange divinity, dat hs ſole 
command of the magiſtrate ſhuald make that our duty, 
in abſence af his ommand is our ſin; and that not beca 
of the abſence of his command but from other ä 
grounds. Certainly, whenever aſſociation with them is a ſin, 
it is not that which makes it a firi becauſe the 1 | 
commands it not, but becauſe God forbids it. And it is 43 
ſtrange, that the unlawful and finful reſolution of parliament 
ſhould make that lawful to me which otherwiſe had not been 
lawful: It is known that — — but as they 
have connexion with God's word. Now if that law, enjoin- 
ing a confluence of all ſubjects for the defence of the tings 
dom, be:contrary to the word, in as far as it holds out a con- 
junction with malignant and bloody men, how can it be Jaw- 
ful to: me, in obedience to that ordinance, to aſſociate v 
theſe men ? If it be ſaid to be lawful in the caſe of ne 7 
that ſame neceſſity is as ſtrong a plea for the magiſtrates em- 
ploying them, as for the peoples joining with them: and if 
it do not juſtify that, it cannot excuſe this. If the lawfulneſs 
of the mean muſt be meaſured by the juſtice and — 
the end ; then certainly any mean ſhall be lawful in the 
of juſt and noceſſary defence; then we —— Triſh 
cut-throats z then we may go to the devil for help, | Expe- 
diency to compaſs ſuch à neceſſary and juſt end be the rule 
of the lawfglaeſs-of de nnn. 


4. The 


as CASE or CONSCIENCE. 
4. The whole land is bound by the covenant and ſolemn 


ent not to aſſociate with the malignant party: Ergo, 


It is as ſinful for the people to join with them as for the ma- 
giſtrate to emplay them. Are we not all bound by covenan 
to endeavour to bring malignants to candign puniſhment, 
and to look on them as enemies? And is not conjunction 
and confederacy with them, on the peoples pant, as inconſiſt» 
ent in its own nature with that duty, as the magiſtrate's em- 
ploying them is inconſiſtent with his covenanted duty? When 
all the, people did ſolemnly engage themſelves not to join 
any more with the people of theſe abominations, was the 
meaning of it, We ſhall not join until our rulers join firſt 4 or, 
We ſhall not join with them in an ill cauſe ? No indeed; 
but we ſhall not employ them in a good cauſe,” or join with 
any party of them in it. If that engagement be upon every 
one in their ſtation, let us conſider what every man's tation 
in the work is. The ruler's ſtation and calling is to chooſe 
inſtruments, and levy forces for the defence thereof. The 
ſubject's ſtation and calling is, to coneur in that work, by 


riſing in defence of the cauſe and kingdom. Now, what did 


the ſubject then engage unto ? Certainly, unleſs we mock 

God, we muſt ſay, that as the magiſtrate engaged not to em- 

play that ungodly generation in a good cauſe, ſo the ſubject 

engaged not to join with any ſuch party even in à good cauſe. 

If this be not the meaning af our engagements and vows, we 

ſee not how the ſubjects are in capacity to break them, as to 
that preciſe point of aſſociation. Yon be 


In ſum, All the reaſons that are brought to prove the un · 


lawfulneſs of the public reſolutions, may with a little varia- 
tion be proportionably applied to this preſent queſtion. There - 
fore we add no more but a word to an objection or two, 
Ozject. 1. A neceſſary duty, ſuch as ſelf-preſervation is, can- 


not be my fin. But it is the ſubject's neceſſary duty to riſe in 


defence of the kingdom. Erge, Anſu. A neceſſary duty can- 
not be a fin in itſelf, but it may be a fin in re of ſome 
circumſtances, in which it ceaſes to be a neceſſary duty. It 
is a neceſſary duty to defend the kingdom: but it is neither 
a a duty nor neceſſary to do it ſuch a conjunction and fellow- 
ſhip, but rather a fin. If I cannot preſerve myfelf, but by 
n unlawful mean, then ſelf-preſervation in ſuch circumſtan» 
Dan een a one nn bn moyeg of rater en ties 
af Oct. 2. U Na aſſiſt Saul in a war againſt the Phi- 
liſtines invading the land, and no doubt many godly * 
* . 5 an 
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_ CASE, or CONSCIENCE. a- 
and died in battle. - Now-this is commended in ſcripture, as 
may be ſeen in David's funeral upon them; although it was 
known that Saul was an hater of God's people 9 a perſe» 
tutor, and that God had a controverſy with him, and that 
theſe [3000 that aſſiſted him againſt David were alſo ungodly 
and wicked men. Anſw. 1. Theſe —— ſpeak nothing 
to commend that particular act of Jonathan's conjunction in 
war with his father. David in his epitaph f much to 
the commendation of both Saul and Jonathan, as of excel- 
lent warriors; and of Jonathan as a kind and conſtant friend 
to him : but there is nothing touched of that point. If that 
place be preſſed, it will follow with much more evidence, 
that Saul was as good a man as Jonathan, and that the 

ple of God had great loſs in his death. But none of 

muſt be preffed rigorouſly from a ſpeech wherein he vents 
his affection and grief. 2. Suppoſe the natural bond of Jo- 
nathan to Saul his father, and the civil bonds of the people 
to Saul their king, did oblige them to join with him again 
the common enemy z. yet we think they ought not to hive 
aſſociated with theſe 222 ſervants, and the 3000 that 
purſued David; but they ought to have pleaded for a putging 
of the army. 3. It is not probable that there were many pod- 
ly perſons employed in that army. David complains of that 
time, Pſal. xii. That the godly man ceaſed, the faithful 
from among the children of men: and that the wicked walked 
round about when the vileſt men were exalted. 4. Many of 
the laws of God have not been much taken notice of, even 
by godly men, until the Lord hath taken occaſion to reprovs 
them particularly, and' ſo to mind. them of their duty. It is 
like the rule, Deut. xxiii. hath not been conſidered: till the 


time of Jehoſhaphat and Amaziah, G&cG. 
gect. 5. Scriptures ſbeuing the ſin and danger of joining with 
— 2 — men. „ ee e 


the Lord is puniſhing ſuch a people againſt 
whom he hath a 2 and a notable contro« 
verly, every one that is found ſhall be thruſt through : and e- 
very one joined with them ſball fall, Iſa. xiii. 15. They par- 
take in their judgment, not only becauſe in a common cala - 
mit all ſhares, as in Ezek. xxi. 3. but chiefly becauſe joined 
with and partakers with theſe whom God is rg. 4 Even 
as the Rrangers that join to the houſe of Jacob — 
08 | 1 


CASE Ty CONSCIENCE. 

xiv. 1. To this is Ia. xxxi. 2, 3. 
Ezek. xxx. 5, 6, 8. The mingled i — theſe that 
in league with Egypt partake in her plagues, and theſe 
t throne that God ſo viſibly controverts with, 
cis dren, and all its helpers ſhall be do- 
its er. xi. 12, 29, 24 And this is the great 


and li. 6. 

the and meſſenger 1 king ſpeaks 

obedience to his wicked | maſter's command, and the fifty are 

but with him and ſpeak not: but their maſter's Judgment 

comes on them all. oe 

-- Conſider how many teſtimonies the wiſe king, i in his Pro- 
wes againſt it. Chap. i. from ver. 10, to 19. — 

fon, if 


ners-entice thee, conſent thou not. If they ſay, Come 
with us, let us lay wait- ' for blood, let us lurk- privily for the 
e without cauſe. Let us foallrs them up alive as the 
ani whole as thoſe that go down into the pit. We ſball 
nd all: precious ſubſtance, we ſhall fill our houſes with ſpoil. 
Cd in 2hy ded eng ws, let us have one punſe. My fon, walt 
not te in the way with them; refrain thy foot from their 
Fel. For their feet run to evil, and make haſt to ſbed bleed, &c. 
ere are the and deſigns of wicked men expreſſed 
in their on nature: but certainly they would colour them 
deer wich fair pretences; their purpoſe A to undo men; eſpe- 
cially — — clafſed and purged them. Lea, it is the 
of many, and L lie privily, or have ſo 
much-wiſdom as to conceal ſigus till their fit — 
r power be confirmed in their 
the out cruelty againſt all the innocent in the — 
promiſe themſelves great gain by it, and are already di- 
— their eſtates among them, ſaying, we ſhall find all pre- 
cious ſubſtance, ver. 13. * my fon, if thou fear God, 
though they entice thee with ſpecious arguments of nature, 
and E and country privileges, yet conſent not. Ven- 
ture not thy ſtock in one veſſel with them : caſt not in thy 


lot 


iniquity, they are running on to it: And if thou join, thou 

wilt caſt thyſelf in a miſerable ſnare; for either thou muſt 
go on BEE to their deigned and profeſſed exile, or de 

to cruelty. : | 

* e 10. ts the-end, | When wiſdom ontereth 


into 


— warnings to go out of Babylon, Jer. I. 8. 
aſſa 21 Kings. 5, Apr, 11, 12. 
1 


them. - Falk not in the way vith them : refrain 


+ i 1 for they are not come to the height 


into thine heart, and knowledge is pleaſant to thy foul, diſere* . 
tion ſball preſerve ther, underſtanding ſhall keep thee. To des 
liver thee from the way of the evil man, m the man that 
ſpraketh froward things. Who leave the paths of uprightne/r; 
to walk in the ways of darkneſs, &c. If thou take the word 
bf Ged for a lamp to thy feet; and It enter into thy ſoul, and 
be received in love and affection, it will certainly keep thee 
from the evil man's way, who have already left the righteous 
paths to walk in the ways of darkneſs, who rejoice in nothin 
ſo much as in the ſorrows and wiferies of the gbdly, and de- 
| light in one another's' wickedneſs, And it will keep thee 
\ chaſte to thy huſband Chriſt Jeſus, and preſerve thee from 
ro- committing fornications with Egypt as Aholah and Aholibah, 
My Wl and joining. ſo nearly with the degenerated feed of Abraham, 
. who are but as ſtrangers: for come near their houſe and 
paths, and they will lead thee to deſtruction with them, or 
the make thee a more miſerable life: But theſe that go to them 
ball return not again quickly; they ate like fallen ſtars, ſhall the 
oil. ever be ſet in the firmament again ? It is fafeft to walk wi 
at good and righteous men: for God's bleſfing and promife is ori 
heir i them. His curſe. and threatening is on the wicked: chere- 
fore thou may fear wrath on that account, if thou join wit 


fed them. | Ki by IM K 
1em have 7 iv. ver. 14, to 20. Enter not into the path of the wit 
ſpe- td, and go not in the way of evil men. Avoid it, paſs not by it; 


turn from it, and paſs away. For they fleep not except they 
Jone miſchief and their ſleep is taken away except they cauſe 


— fome to all. For they eat the bread of wickedneſs, and drink the 
ind, 


wine of violence. But the path of the juſt is as the ſbi ing 
light, that ſbineth more and more unto the perfect day. * 
way of the wicked is as darkneſs :” and they *now not at what 
they fumble. It was ſaid, chap. Iii. 23. that the man wh» 
eps wiſdom and the fear of Gad in his heart, ſhould wall in the. 
way and not  ftumble. That fafety hath eaſe in it here, theie 
teps are not ſtraitened, as when a man walks in ſteep and 
hazardous places, which cannot ehoofe but it will be, if x 
nan enter into the path of wicked men, he muſt either go 
along in their way with them, and then. it is broad indeed 3 
r, if he — nod, a eonfeience in it, he will be 
pinched and ftraitened : ore it is molt free for the 
nind and conſcience to avoid and paſs by that way : or they 
ep not, &c. they will never be ſatisfied till they have done 
miſchief, they will live 21 the ruins of the W 


2 
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| CASE or CONSCIENCE. 
And how wilt thou join in that ? Qr how can thou eſchew 
it if thou walk with them? If it were no more, tis a ſuſ- 
pected 7 that thou never travelled into. O paſs by 
it; or, if thou he entered, turn out of it. If thou wilt enter 
upon the apprehenhon of ſome light and duty in it, know 
that it is but evening, ſun is ſetting, and thou wilt be be. 
nighted ere it be long: and thou ſhalt ſtumble then and not 
know whereupon, even on that thou ſees now and thinks to 
eſch-» and paſs by. Then from ver. 25, to the end. Keep 
thy heart with all diligence: for out M it are the iſſues, of life, 
&c. Except thou keep thy heart and whole man, thou can- 
not eſcape falling into ſome temptation : O keep thy heart 
diligently on the knowledge and love of the truth. Take 
heed to thy words. Look not a-ſquint but directly to that 
which .is good. Give not a ſquint look to any unlawful 
courſe, for the neceſſity or utility it may be ſeems to attend 
it. But look ſtraight on, and ponder well thy way thou 
walks'in, that thou run to no extremity either to one party 
or other; That thou walk in the middle way between pro- 
fanity and error, thou held theſe ways hitherto for extremes. 
Ponder, I beſeech thee then, before thou walk in any of them; 
{te whether they be really come to thee, or thou to them. 
Mark who is changed. _ | . 
Chap. v. 8, to the 15. Remove thy way far from her : and 
come nat near the door of her houſe” Leſt thou give thine ho- 
nour unto others, and thy years unto the cruel. Left flrangers 
ze filled with thy wealth, and thy labours be in the houſe of a 
Rranger. And thou maurn at laſt, when thy fleſh and thy body 
are conſumed ; and ſay, Hou have I hated inſtruction, and my 
heart deſpiſed reproof And have not obeyed the voice of my 
teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them that inſtructed me, &c. 
If thou would be ſafe from ſnares, remove from the way and 
houſe of the ſtrange woman. Thou muſt fall in Aholah and 
Aholibah's whoredoms, Ezek.-xxiii. except thou come not 
near them. If thou keep not from that aſſembly and con- 
gregation, thou fhall be almoft in all evil. If thou join with 
them, thou canr...t but partake of their ſins and plagues; and 
ſo thou ſhalt fay after, when thou cannot well mend it, I was 
near gone, my fleps almoſt gone, and all the aſſembly of his 
people Mall witneſs to it. 0 I 0D 
Chap. vi. 16, 17, 18, 24, 24. Theſe fix things doth the Lord 
hate, yea ſeven are an abomination unto him. A proud look 
a hing tongue, and hands that ſhed innocent blood. — 
F that 


CASE os CONSCIENCE 31 
that deviſeth wicked imaginations, feet that be fwiſt in runni 


to miſchief. Ta keep thee from the ftrange woman, from 


flattery of. the tongue of a ſtrange woman. Luſt not after 
ater 15 beauty in thine heart ; — — let her take thee with her 
10 cye- lau. Deſcribes both our enemies, the malignant party 
be- and the ſectarian. Pride, violence, cruelty, lying, is the very 
not haracter of the one. Flattery, beauty of pretended religion, 
8 to falle witneſſing and chargin of the Lord's people, and eck- 
Ceep ing to ſow diſcord . theſe that were one in heart and 
life, work, is the character af the other. Now, keep thee from 
Can» both theſe abominations : and do not think, it is in thy paw- 


| er not to be infected with the contagion of their fellowſhip. 
"ake Can a man take Are in his boſom and his clathes not be burnt ? 
that Can ane go en hot .coals and nat burn his feet? So whoever aſ- 
yful ſociates and goes in friendly to either of them /ball not be in- 
tend nacent, ver. 27, 28, 29. 15 : | 

hou Chap. vii. 14, Gc. I Aaue peace arings with me, this day 
arty have I paid my vows. They pretend religion on both fides. 
pro- And our church ſays, The malignants have. ſatisfied them, 


mes. and repented, even like the peace: offerings and vaws of the 
em; whore. She began yith her devotian, that ſhe might with 
9 more liberty ſin more, and have that pretence to cover it; 


and by means of her offerings, ſhe got a feaſt of the fleſh. 
and Even as they by prafeſſion of repentance are admitted to truſt; 
bo- and by offering for the like ſin, a new ſin is covered, and yows 
gers undertaken never to be kept, Therefore take heed. of theſe 
of «  / ſnares: Fer /be bath caſt dawn many ſtrong, ver. 26, Many a 
tall cedar hath fallen by that fellowſhip. It is the way to 
hell, wer. 27. See chap. viii. 13. . | 47 
© Chap. x. Shews us the very different eſtate of the godly 
and. wicked, both in regard of light and knowledge concern- 
. ing duty, and of bleſſings promiſed. Ver. 6, 9, 11, 20, 23. 
Bleſſings are upon the head-of the juſt : but vialence cavereth 
the mouth of the wicked, He that walketh uprightly, walketh. 
ſurely : but he that perverteth his ways, ſhall be aun. The 
mouth of a righteous man is a well of life : but violence cover- 
erh tbe mouth of the wicked, The tongue of the juſt is as choice 
luer: the heart of the wicked is little worth. It is as a ſport. 
to a fool to do miſchi : but a man of. underſlanding | hath wi 
dom, &c. ver. 24, 25, 28, 31, 32. Which ſhews us, that if 
the Lord's mind be revealed to any concerning the preſent 
courſes, it muſt be to his poor people that wait on him, aud 


— 


- 
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. ſatisfied and clear in the ie courſe, who yet before were 

| r ſatisfied.” And beſide, though the Lord be chaſtiſin 

his people, yet one may Join with them without fear of wra 
and indignation on that account, ang with hope of partaking 
of their bleſſings, when he eannot and dare not join with z 
2 party Purfned with wrath and indignation 1 in the — 

iſpenſation- Which may be more clear from chap. xi. 

5, 8 The integrity of the upright ſhall guide them : but the 
perverſenefs of tranſpreſſors hall deftroy t The righteouſ- 
neſs of the 'ptrfeft ſhall direct his way : but the wicked Hall 
all by hii own wicketineſs. * The rigbtegus is delivered out of 
trouble and ve wicked cometh in his Read. And ver. 10, 11. 
ſhews' the different condition of people under wicked rulers 
and godly. '”All the wicked now rejoice ; none ſhouts but 
them, they think their day is come: the godly enerally 
ang their head and are diſcountenanced. ” U al. xii. 
5 315 and 3i ver. ſhe ws that when godly men are chaſtiſed 
and puniſhed in the earth for their ſins, much more wicked, 
Eſpecially when the godly were chaſtiſed for partaking with 
them, acc ording to Tes ir. 17% 18. Iſa. x. 12. and xlix. 12. 
* « 13: They are han by the tranſgrefſion of their 
Apt, their ordinary common ſpeeches they drop out with, 
declare them and make their cauſe more hateful than other 
| ry it is covered with 23 — rmit. Tea, they ſpeak 
| piercings of a ford againſt the godly, ver. 11: If 
-out — and — had a lip — truth, they would ſpeak al- 
ways the ſame thing, they would not carry 15 their talk and 
writings," as now every common underſtanding pereeives. 
We may find their writings made up of contradictions : For 
à hing tongue'is but for a moment, ver. 19. It is but for a 
moment indeed. before the judicatory, and then out of doors 
it contradiQs itſelf, as in the mock repentances. But ſorrow 
and angtiſh will come to theſe, who before they would ſpeak 
of terms of peace with one enemy, would aſſociate in war 
with another; © But to the counſellors of peace is joy, ver. 20. 
The prefent courſe contradicts this. Ver. 26. The righteous 
it more excellent than his neighbour : but the way of the wick- 
ed feduceth him. They think thefe malignants better than 
— welt country forces; they would condeſcend to any terms 
get their bebe, though it were to ranverſe the Act of 
Gates, to give them indemnity; yea, not ſo much as to con- 
demn their way: but they will not ſo much as clear the ſtate 
2 the quarrel, or chools a better * F a 
8 a 


fore the war, if he can accompliſh it : and if he cannot, then 


vate, will not ſtick to forfwear himſelf, to make 
and vows - contrary to his mind in public, ver. 5. (which is 


(in 


CASE os CONSCIENCE. 
Their way ſeems good in their own eyes, ver. 15. Zut it were 
wildom to hearken to che counſel of che god. 

Chap. xiii. 10. Only by pride cometh rontent ion: but with 


the well adviſed is wiſdom. There is nothing keepeth up our 


contention and wars but pride: no party will condeſcend to 
another. We will not ſay we have done wrong in bringing 


— 


in the king; they, will not fay they have done wrong in in- 


vading : But it were wiſdom to fall lower and quit thoſe in- 
tereſts. Ver. 16. Every prudent man dealeth with knowledge ; 
but a fool layeth open his. folly. A wiſe man would count be- 


he would ſend meſſengers of peace, and cede in all things he 


may without fin. If it be but more honour: and wealth to 
our king, ſhould we deſtroy the kingdom to purchaſe that? 
Our raſh and abrupt 


proceedings ſhews our folly. Ver. 29. 
He that walketh with wiſe men hall be wiſe «But @ 7 

of fools ſball be defliroyed. A man will be, muſt be aſſimilated 
to his company, and then partake of their judgment or iti 

ag. 45 145 ye 1 rg e ee OAT e ERS 

Chap -· xiv. He that is accuſtomed to ſpeak truth in private, 
will in his common ſpeech be a faithful witneſs in public: 
but a man accuſtomed to lying, diſſembling, ſwearing in pri- 
profeſſions 


alſo chap. xii. 17. and vi. 19.) Such men ſeek wi and 


make a ſhew of religion, but find it not 3. whereas it is = 


to godly men to find it, to find repentance and ſalvation, v. 
Go away from fooliſh men and break off ſociety with ungod- 
ly men; be not 


vain to reclaim them from their damnable way and principles, 
ver. 7. The knowledge a godly man hath, it ſerves to di- 
rect his way, and is given of God for it: But all the wit and 
ſkill of ſuch wicked men is deceit; they themſelves are be- 


| privy to theis-counſels ; uſe them not as ſpe- 
cial friends, when thou perceives that all means are uſed in 


guiled by it in opinion and practice, and hope. And they 
ut à- 


alſo beguile others, ver. 8. Sin makes fools agree: B 
— * righteous, that which is good makes agreement 
the old tranſlation) ver. 9. It is only evil will unite all 
the wicked in the land as one man: for tis a ſport to them to 
do miſchief, chap. x. 23. Albeit our way ſeem right in aur 
eyes, yet becauſe it is a backſliding way, and depaxting from 
unqueſtionably right rules, the end will be death, and we will 
te filled with our own devices. O it ſhall be bitter in — 
1 | Es Ike >. 


\ 
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of all:godly men when they have eaten it, ver. 12, 14. and 
chap. i. 31. The ſimple belicveth every word; giveth credit 
to every vain word that is ſpoken :.But a prudent man look- 
eth well to mens goings; ponders and examines whether 
their profeſſions and practices ; what weight is in their 
words, by the inſpection of their deeds, and of their ordina- 

ry ſpeaking; and does not account a coined word before a 
Jndlatory ſufficient to teſtify repentanee : and as he gives 
not preſent credit to their profeſſions, who have fo often 
proven treacherous z ow he bimlſelf. ſcars at every appearance 
of evil, and keep s himſelf from it; whereas fooliſn ſouls rage 
and are 2 think an thing lawful if the can have 
ny'p retence for it, or uſe of it, ver. 15, 16. + Then, what 

1. great difference is between wicked and godly men, both in 
their lot, when God is correcting both? And in their diſ. 
poſition, witdom that reſts i in —— one's heart, is manifeſted; 
wickedneſs in the other's heart appears alſo. In the mid 
of ſuch men there is no other thing, ver. 32, 33. 

Chap. xv. 8. The ſacrifice of the wicked is an abomingtion #0 
rhe Lord; but the prayer of the upright is his delight, expreſſes 
how: provoking a thing the outward profeſſions and ſacrifices of 
wicked men, continuing in their wickedneſs, what an abomin- 
atiotthat commonly called public re atance, or eccleſiaſtical 
Holineſs is, when men are vikbly akkaly and ungodly in their 
converſation: And therefore ho pleated) always. with that pgo- 
ple, that his foul abhorred their external ceremonies, becusſe of 
ther uncleanneſs of their hands...” He pleaded that he never 
commanded them, though indeed be: did command them: 
yet thoſe were aberrations and d. ge from the expreſs 
rule and command, to accept or be pleaſed with theſe {acri- 
Koen and ceremonies, when there was no evidence of real re- 

To this purpoſe are chap. xXi. 4, 27. Iſa. i. 11. 
— Ixvi- z „Jer. vi. 20. and vii. 22. Amos v. 22. All which 
ſhew — it is but a mocking of the Lord, and perverting of 
his law, and profaning of his ordinances, to accept the pro- 
-feſſion of repentance in thoſe who walk contrary thereto, 
and to count them eccleſiaftically holy enough, who wa. ther 
repent; though a thouſand actions witneſs 9 0 contrary 
uch the Lord ſays, What haſt thou to do to take my yr ts 
in thy Mouth, ſeeing thou hates to be reformed ? Pal: I. 16, 17 
They have nd right to it, they ſhould not be admitted to it 
for i L is a taking the Lord's name in vain. The 16 verſe tells 
* it kad beeti better to — our own land in quiet- 


r . e oc . om oz 


nel 


— 


ag” 


CASE or CONSCIENCE 
neſs; than to venture what we have for the uncertain con- 

I. iv. 8. 1515 en Dots an 
* xvi. 7. When a man's ways pleaſe the Lortl; he maker 
even his enemies to be at peace with him. Can out ſtates way 
then pleaſe the Lord, ſeeing they cannot find the way of 
peace? They will not walk in it; and ſeeing they make the 
godly in the land to fall qut with them, and none to be as 
peace but the wicked, who may thereby get opportunity td 
cruſh the godly. Ver. 17. The highway of the upright is t6. 
depart from evil. This is the highway only to depart from 
evil, not cargal policies, nor a He thinks the ſtep- 
ping aſide to any of theſe is not the highway. Can then 
men change their way, and go croſs to it, and keep the right 
way in both? No, the godly have this way and keep it. 
Chap. xvii. 11. An evil man ſeeteth only rebellion ; therefore a 
cruel meſſenger ſhall be ſent againſt him. Evil men ſeek only 
rebellion, and delights in no other thing: But the King of 
kings ſhall ſend a cruel meſſenger ; he arms men. with wrath 
and power againſt them. Ver. 13 ſpeaketh ſadly to the En- 
gliſh and to our ſtate, that rewarded the weſt country evil for 
good. Ver. 14, 19. tells us how we ſhould adviſe before we 
begin a war, and leave no mean of compoſing difference and 
ſtrife uneſfayed. We did more'in it than the Engliſh, buy - 
not all we might have done. Ver. 15: with chap- xviii. 5. 
is 4 dreadful ſentence againſt the public judieatories, that 
all their reſolutions, papers, and practices, juſtify the wicked 
and ungodly as honeſt faithful men, and condemn all ap- 
proven faithful men, that cannot go along in ſuch courſes, 
or were earneſt to have them repent, as both malignants and 
ſectaries. Do they not pronounee all malignants friends, 
and abſolve them from the ſentences and-clafſes they ſtaud 
under ? And do they not put the godly in their place f They 
relax the puniſhment of the one, and imputes tranſgreſſion 
to the other; and ſo brings them under a law. See Rod. 
xXxtii- 7. Prov. xxiv. 24+ Iſa v. 23. and the 26 verſe of this 
chapter. It is not good to puniſh godly men, Who have _ 
— conſtant proof of their integrity, for abſtaining from 

h a courſe, at leaſt having ſo much appearance of eyil, 
that many diſtinctions will never make the multitude to behieve 
that we are walking according to former principles, becauſe 
their ſenſe obſerves the quite contrary practices, © 
Chap. xviii- 2. A feol huth no delight in under handing, — 


1 
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that hit heart mag diſcover itſelf. Shews,: that if the preſent 
eauſe and courſe were of God, and tended fo much to his glory, 
fools or wicked men would have no ſuch delight in it: for 
they delight in nothing but what is agreeable to their hu- 
mour, -to diſcover themſelves, &c. Ver. 3. gives the true 
teaſon, why our public judicateries and armies. are ſo baſe 
contemptible; why .contempt and ſhame is poured on 
3:becauſe, when the 1yicked * the." alſo comes con- 
t. and with the vile man, reproach. ver. 13. He that an- 
__— a cauſe before he heat it, it is fol and ſhame unto him. 
Many paſs peremptory ſentence upon the honeſt party in the 
weſt, before they hear all 1 and be thoroughly inform- 
ed, and this is a i folly and ſhame to them. They hear the 
ſtate and church and what they can ſay for their way; and 
indeed they ſeem juſt, becauſe they are firſt in with their 
_ cauſe, and they will not hear another; but he that comes af-- 
ter will make inquiry, and diſcover thoſe fallacies. Ver. 24. 
= There is a friend that flicketh cloſer that a brother. A godly 
neighbour, not ſo near in natural bonds to us, that is a ſurer 
friend than many brethren in the fleſh. Theſe bonds of 
© eoyntry and kindred, ſhould all cede to God's intereſt. See 
chap. xvii. 17. 

Chap. zix. 22. 4 man's * is his kindneſs : and a poor 
| man is better than a liar, The godly, that cannot concur in 
the public. 2 being diſabled t ough an invineible impedi- 
ment of, fin; lying in, zhe way and means made uſe of, are 
hetter friends, and have more real good will to the eſtabliſh- 
ment and peace of the land, than any ungodly man, let him 
be never io, forward. i in the preſent courſe. Ver. 10. Pleas 
- ture and its attendants are not comely for a wicked man; i. e. 

' fooliſh man; much lefs for a ſervant, i. e. men enthralled in 
_ theinluſts, to rule over princes, i. e. godly men, highly pri- 
lleged: by. God. All things that are good do ill become 
them; but worſt of all, to have power and ſuperiority over 
good men, ver. 25-joined with chap xxi. 11. Ring- leaders 
901 wickedneſs, refractory and incorrigible perſons ſhould 
have been made examples to others, and this would have 
prevented much miſchief. The ſcripture gives ground for 
| be... of E 8 the > 2700 as Arendt ſeducers 
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| Ask of CONSCIENCE 53 
the ſtate and church ſay they keep the ſame N for wu 
will fay any evil of himſelf? Ver- 8. Magiſtrates ſhould ſcattet᷑ 
awiy evil men with their countenance, 7 denying it to tbem, 
and looking down on them: How thel do our rulers gather 
them? Ver. 3. ſhews'that war and ftrife ſhould nbt be kept 


ſhews that the beſt way of judging of men is by their doing 
and fruits, not ſtrained words and confeſſions. But the 

who, updn a bare profeſſibn, pronounce a notour malignant 
a friend, having nb proof of their integrity, and will not have 
any judged ſuch, but ſuch is judicially are debarred ; yet they; 
contrary t6 all the teſtimony bf works and fruits, judge and 
condemn - honeſt men as traitors; though r cons 
victed. "Certainly divers medfures are an abotiinatitn to the 
Lord, as in ver. 10. Then ver. 25. ſatrilege is deſcribed, and 
covered perjury, which is a fnare td the ſoul that commits it; 
ta devour that which is holy, 1. e. Employeth to tothmon uſe 
theſe things God hath ſet apart, and commanded to be kept 
holy, as our profaning of 'repthtatice and abſolution by caſt- 

ing ſuch pearls to fwine, and for our own advantage” makin 
4 cloke of them to bring in wicked ſnen, tontraty to the vei 
nature and inſtitution of the ordinance. Alſo our proſtituting 
of our covenant and cauſe, moſt holy things; to maintain un- 
holy or common intereſts. Our committing his holy things 


die to them that will devour them. And after vhs to make in- 
are //, to diſpute now, that we did not bihd ourſelves in the - 
[the aſe of 'neceflity; not to employ wicked men; when as the 
vim ground is perpetual and holds in all caſes. It ſhews either 
merity in ſwearing, or impiety in enquiring afterward and 


anging. See Deut. Xxiii. 21. Then ver. 26. A wiſe ting 
attereth the withed, and bringeth the wheel dver them. | 
hat our magiſtrates were ſo wiſe ! Is the act of levy a ſcats- 
ering of the wicked ? Is the act of indemnity a bringing the 
wheel over them? Pfal. ei. 8. I will early deftroy, xe. 
In chap.'xxt. 10. The ſoul of the wicked defireth evil; Mis 

eighbour findeth nd favour in his eyet.” The wicked's princi- 
es carry no where but to evil, and fo do evil t6 good men, 
r, 8. His way and life is full of hortible and tragical 
hances: But a good man's work is eaſy and pleaſant; direct 
dz good-arid peaceable end, Ta: xxvi: 7. In ver: 12. A righs © 
dus man mould have his wit about him, to ebnfider angod- 

j houſes and families; and perſons that God hath viſible 


up but in extreme neceſſity: belt Will be meddling. Ver. 117 | 


88 CASE or CONSCIENCE. 
in their judgments, ver. 16. It is a ſad wandering out-of the 
way, when a man leaves the congregation of the living to 
abide among the dead. Dead in fins and appointed to death. 
It is a great judgment as well as ſin. Ver. 27, with the 4. 
and places before cited, ſhew how abominable the external 
| . and pretences of wicked men are, when contra- 
dicted by their practice; eſpecially if they do it but out of a 
wicked mind, when they intend to effect ſome miſchief, un- 
der the colour of repentance and being reconciled to the 
church. As Abſalom's vow at Hebron; as Balaam and Ba- 
lak, and the Phariſees, who under pretence of long prayers 
devoured widows houſes; as Jezebel's faſt; and as the peo- 
ple, Ifa. lviii. 4. who faſted for ſtrife and debate, and to ſtrike 
with the fiſt of wickedneſs. All men know that the church 
is the ladder to ſtep up upon to go to preferment, and re- 
pentance the door to enter to places of truſt. a 
Chap. xxii. 3. 4 prudent man foreſeeth tbe evil and bideib 
himſelf, but the ſimple paſs on and are puniſhed, He is a wiſe man 
that knows the judgment of the Lord, as the ſtork and ſwal- 
low the time of their coming, that in the conſideration of 
Ens and threatenings, and comparing things ſpiritual with 
ſpiritual, apprehendeth judgment coming on ſuch a courſe 
and ſuch a party, and hides himſelf, goes aſide, retires to a 
covert, by avoiding theſe evils, and the leaſt fellowſhip with 
them that bring it on, and eſchewing ſuch a ſociety as hath 
the cloud hanging directly above their head: but ſimple idiots 
and blind worldlings go on head-long, and dread. nothing, 
and are.puniſhed, ver. 5. Moſt grievous plagues and puniſſ- 
ments, and all manner of - unhappineſs encumbereth their 


wicked life : Therefore he that would keep himſelf pure and t 
Tlean, 1 John v. 18. and ſave his own ſoul,” ſhall. be far from b 
them; ſhall keep himſelf far from ſuch people. He pray t! 
with Job, Let their ceunſel be far from me. Job xxi. 16, 198 d. 
Becauſe their good is not in their hand, their candle is oft pw if 
out, &c. And reſolves with Jacob, My /oul hall not enter ve 
into their ſecret, to have ſuch intimacy with them, as jou th 
counſels with them, Gen. xlix. 6. And ver. 16, 11. Caſt o D 
of thy company, family, juriſdiction, the ſeorner that com th 
temns the godly men, and mocks inſtruction: for ſuch mei do 
are inſectiouz, and able to corrupt all they converſe. with tri 
But caſt him out, and contention ſhall go out with him. ho 


is: ſuch only that maxs the union of the godly, that ſtirs v 
F * 4 L 4 4 | 
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CASE or -CONSCIENCE?., = 56 
and be more free from fin and ſhame. But, ſound-heartec 
upright men, who deal faithfully, not ＋ — but to profit, 

u ſhould chooſe theſe to entruſt and rely upon; theſe 
mould be the friends of kings. Ver. 14 As a harlot's al- 
lurements are like pits to catch men, ſo the allurements of 
wicked ungodly men, their power, policy, '&c. and their fair 
ſpeeches and flatteries, are a deep ditch to catch men into this- 
ſpiritual whoredom and fornication ſpoken of Ezek, xxiil. 
And he whom God is proveked with, by former wickedneſs, 
falls into it, Eccl. vii. 26. Ver. 24, 25. Make net friendſhip 
with an angry man: and with a furious man thou ſball nat 
go, & c And is not aſſociation in arms with ſuch, as friends 
againſt an enemy, a making friendſhip with them we are 
ſworn to hold as enemies? If we may not converſe with a 
furious paſſionate man, how then with men of blood, enra 

ed, whoſe inveterate malice hath. now occafion to vent again 
all the godly ? For thou wilt learn his wiys, as we have al- 
ways ſeen it by experience, and thou wilt get a ſnare to 
ſoul: If thou go not in his ways you cannot agree, you wil 
fall out and quarrel, and that is a ſnare ta thee. Ver. 28. 
Remove not᷑ the ancient land-mark which thy . fathers have ſet. 
If it be ſo dreadful and accurſed to remove our neighbour's 
marks and bounds, O how much more to change and alter 
God's 'land-mark 3 his privileges, oaths and covenants, &c. 
and chap. xxiu 10, 11. Deut. xix. 14. and xxvii. 17. 

Chap. xxiii. 1, 7. ben thou fitteſt to eat with a ruler, con- 
fider diligently what is before thee. For as he thinketh in his 
heart ſo is he, &. Conſider diligently what men are, not 
what they pretend and ſeem to be: for as they think ſo are 
they, not as they pretend with their tongue and countenance, 
but as they think in their heart, which is better evidenced by 
their common and habitual ſpeaking and walking, than, any 
deliberate and reſolved profeſſion contrived of purpoſe. ' But 
if thou donſider not this, the morſel thou haft eaten thau ſhalt 
vomit up; thou ſhalt dearly pay for thy credulity, and loſe all 

thy ſweet words? Ver. 23. Buy the truth and /ell it not, & c. 
Do not we-ſell the truth and cauſe and all into the hands of 
the enemies of all? Whereas we ought to ranfom the king- 

dont's liberty and religious intereſt, with the loſs of all ex- 
trinſie intereſt that does but concern the acceſſion of one's 
honour z yet we ſell, endanger, and venture all for that. 

Chap. xxiv. 1. Be not thou envious againſt evil mengneither- 

defire thou to be "with them, Godly mens hearts are often 

; | H 2 tickled 


| CASE or - CONSCIENCE. 
tickled to be uainted with, in league and-friendſhip with 
icked men, w — they have power, that they may not hę 
Es picked them; but ſceing there K light 
and darkneſs, "et — they godly defixe to be with them, as in 
Chap. xxili. 17. But rather & to be in God's fear always, -that 
company. The reaſon is ver. 2. Their heart ſtudies 
the deſtruction of the godly, why then ſhould thou walk with 
thine enemy? And ou ſhall hear nothing but miſchief in 
their lips. · | ws 12. It is; not according to mens words but 
Works they ( hoald be judged, and why do not we follow that 
rule in judgi 27. Do we mock God as one mocks apes 
Job xxxiv. 11. Pal, Ixii. 13. ro 1s xxxii. 19. Rom. ii. 6. Ver. 
21, ©c- Men given to change, falſe deceitful men, meddly 
not with ſuch if thou either fear God or reſpe man; for 
ſuch will be ſure to no intereſt hut their own. * Their cala« 
mity ſhall come ſuddenly: therefore have nothing to do with 
- them: for who knows the ruin of them, both of them ang 
all other wicked men, or of both them ang the king, if wick- 
ed? Alſo to the wiſe and godly this belongs, It is not good 
to have reſpett of perſons in judgment, whether he be king 
or nobleman. .- A righteous ſtatę reſpects not the perſon of the 
prince and mighty, aith Job. But he that ſays to the righ: 
teous, You are wicked ſectaries, and alſo malignants, becauſe 
2. will not a pprove all their reſolutions ; and to the wicked, 
ou are a bb to the malignants 'You are the honeſ 
men; the bleſſed of the Lord, who did ever to this day fall 
under me curſe : Should the people approve him? No, 
| Certainly; him ſhall they curſe, and the nations abhor him 
ör them: . a bleſſing on them that would reprove our ſins 
and ſearch them out. ver. 29. The malignant party are even 
; g ſo: as the claſſers 8 purgers did to us, even ſd 
will we do to them. But God will render them poconding 
to their work. 8 
Chap. XXV. 2. tis the 3 of ings to zarch out a mat- 
ter. It is a king and jud ge's glory to fearch out a matter, to 
try diſſemblers before —＋ truſt thems God's glory is 2 par- 
don, man's s glory i is to r juſtice impartially. Var, 45 
3. ſhews what need there is of purging places of.truſt, 
cially about the king. Droſs canno the melted, take w 
Pains you will, it will not convert into a veſſel and become 
uſcful. This mixed in, obſtructs all equity, juſtice and piety 
where jt is. The ruler ſhould be the refiner to purge 'away 
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CASE os. CONSCIENCE. 61 
til you purge away the droſs, Pal. ci. 4. Then, ver. G. we 
ſhould follow peace vith all men as much as is poſſible, never 
to begin. ſtrife or draw the ſluice of contention: But if we 
be wronged, we ſhould not for all that go out haſtily to ſtrife, 
till, 1. The juſtice and equity of the cauſe appear. ' 2. That 
the matter whereabout we contend be of great moment, 3 
ground to found. a war upon. 3. That we firſt uſe all means 
of peace and agreement poſſible. 4. That we oyermatch not 
ourſelves with theſe who are too ſtrong for us. See chap. 
xvii. 14. Leſt thou be brought to that extremity that thou 
know not what to do. Thus Chriſt adviſeth, Luke xiv 31. 
am perſuaded this would plead much in reaſon to yield ſe- 
curity. to England, fo be our wrong were repaired and no 
more done. Ver. 19. ſhews what the employment of un- 
faithful men, who mean nothing leſs than they pretend, is, 
they fail when moſt is expected, and hurts beſide, as Job's 
friends, chap. vi. 15. And ver. 26: A righteous and u right 
man, conſenting with a Wicked man in fin; or, through ar 
of him, not daxing to do his duty, turning to him and his 
way, or dallying and flattering him in his-iniquity, is like @ 
troubled fountain, is not good and profitable for edification 
nor correction, haviog troubled the purity of his ſoul throu 
the mud of carnal reſpects and intereſts: Corruption within 
is the mire, the 'wicked's ſeducements are like” the beaſt's 
trampling. it with his foot; and he is like, a corrupt, infected 
and poiſoned fountain, more ready to infect and draw o- 
thers by his example. Ver. 27. A man ſhould not ſeek ho- 
nour and preferment that is baſe and ſhameful. None of the 
trees longed for ſovereignty but the bramble. © ' 
Chap. xxvi. 1. As ſnow in ſummer and as rain in harveſt ; | 
ho honour is not feemly for a fool. It is as unſeemly, prodigi- 
ous and deſtructive a thing, to give honours, promotions and 
truſt to wicked men, as ſnow and much rain in harveſt; 'a 
reproach and puniſhment more becomes him, than honour 
the reward of goodneſa, (a ver. 3) a whip, rod and bridle 
for him, to reſtrain him wrong and provoke him to 
goodneſs. ver. 6. He that commits an errand or buſineſs and 
entruſts a wicked man with it, is as unwiſe in ſo doing as if he 
did cut off the meſſenger's feet he ſent ; he deprives himſelf 
of the means to compaſs it ; he ſends a lame man to run an 
errand ; he is puniſhed by himſelf as if he had cut off his on 
ket, and procureth ſorrow and diſcontent to himſelf, ** 


62 CASE: or CONSCIENCE. 
e were compelled to drink nothing but what is contrary to 
hoes. noi —— — ap in er 


n mouths; ſor there is no conſtancy ir mouths: 

chin they pre very roftenneſs. Out 12 fame mouth 

— hay hrs and bleſſing, James iii. 10. r very wor 
agree not-; the public and extraordinary crofſ ſes, the 


and ordinary, and their actions have leſs harmon chen 
words Profeſſing they knew. Cad, in works nt him, &c, 
ver. 8. To give a madman a weapon, What elſe is it but to 
murder? To bring thot to an ordinance which may do much 
miſchief to himſelf and others, is to he acceſſory to that miſ- 
chief; ſo tp give honour to à fool, he hath given power to 
them, and put them in a capacity to do evil, and ſet them on 
work. again to perfect their deſigns 1. men. ver. g. 
As a drunken man, put a thorn in his he can make no 
uſe of it, but to hurt himſelf and others; fo wicked mens 
| good ſpeeches and fair profeſſions, eommonly tend to ſome 
miſchief, theſe but cover their evil deſigns: and yet the eo. 
vering is (ſhorter than that it can hide them. ver 10. 1 
rulers [look the mar argin] grieve and moleſt the ſubjects; and 
the means to eſſect this is, to employ the fool and tranſgreſ⸗- 
ſor, ta give offices and countenance to evil men, whieh — 
pe inſtruments of-their luſt; 3 ſo Abimelech, Judges ix. 
Jexebel, I Kings xxi- 10) ſo in Neh. Jüii- 179 Ver. 17. in. 
dog feeling bis ſtomach ſurcharged, e to the graſs, as 
dur malignanes to profeſs repentanch, and — which 
troubles, im by a feigned confeſfion ;; Bot becaufe there id ne 
change in his nature; * is inwardly-ſtirred by his _ prin- 
ciples to lick ap that vomit, to commit und pructiſe what 
he profeſſed repentance for; yea, and — profeſ! the fame h he 
n their 


ſaws hey ſorrow ſor: When 
they will return te theit folly: J Ver. 17. What elſe is 


ourſelves in the king's quarrel concerning 
England, though we have intereſt in it to'endeavour it in 4 
peaceable way, if he were fit for it; yet in compariſon of: 
our kingdom and religion's ſafety, which may be tuined by. 
war, it is no ſuch matter as belongeth to us: And ſo it falls 
out, we are like a man taking a dog by the ears to hold him: 
we have raiſed up many enemies; and them to bite 
vs: We cannot hold them long from him ; and 
we provoke them more by holding them, in — his 
quarrel; as Jeboſhipliat joining — Ahab. 
To — LIT and them to make 
Peace, 
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but: a foaPs wrath. is heavier than them both, c. 


and inf 
high ſpring · tide, it — over all banks, ſince che ſtate aud 


ease one Nen 6 
poace, but to ſide 0 ane party was-not well Hane. Vet. 7 
19. Furious-and bloody. men tahe all opportunities — 
— ef y. good men and ſo deceiveth theſe 
ed: But they do apy font pidberoce re 
eth under a — porta u other com 
of wrongs done, of the country sdefence, c. Ver. 40, 44. 
ſhews the way — la and keep pbace. As a con 
tentious would enſlame a whole country 
and put them by — * a perſon, thqugh. not contenti- 
s in his on nature, — having many contentious intereſty 
— him, — will, not gu ox commit to Gods 
providence, as. our king was. O it is the deſtructiom of 
nation to haue ſuch a perſon among them: He hath brobem 
the peace of two kingdoms. Ver. 23, 24, 25, 26. B 
lips, hot and great words of love and friendſhyp, and a wie 
ed heart, revenging its enmity, and erage” + nothing leſs than; 
what is ſpoken, is like a y. piece: covered o 
ver with the fairding of — or like a ſepulchre | 
niſhed and painted, he diſembles and ſpeaks vanity, andHat- 
ters, Pſal. xii, 3. But he lays up his wicked cloſe. 
within him till a time of venting them: Therefore when het 
ſpeaks ſo fair and courteouſly, be not confident of him,. truſt 
him not too far till thou haſt ek of. his — Put not thy 
ſelf and thy deareſt intereſts into his mercy: This is wiſdom: 
and not want of charity, Jer. xii. 6. Micah vii 5. 2 
and Judas — "this. It may be covered a time, but 


not long... Waturam exhellat furca licet uſque recuſrat. A 


the world. ſhall be witneſs of it, Pſal. cxxv. So then, ver. at. 
the / calumniator and falſe accuſer, who; openly. proſeſſes his: - 
hatred and malice, and the flatterer that ſeems to be 
with loye, both of them produce. one effect, vis. Reina | 


calamity. * 
Chap. xxvii. 3. 4. 4 fone is heavy * the ſand. wei 

th fs 
what we may expect of the enraged, exaſper ated mali 
party, their wrath againſt all the godly, for their fait 
cluding and purging them out of places of truſt; is wei 
rtable like the fand of the ſea; it will cruſh "RS 
under it if God ſupport not. It is like a ſwelling — 


church have d luice and let it out. But when it is 
joined with envy andqualice; againſt godlineſs and plety t- 


as can ſtana before. that? No means can n 


| heat. Ver. 6. Faithful mens reproofs; remonſtrandes and 
warning, applied in love and compaſſion, are better than an 
s kifles and flatteries, than his vils and-ointments'are : 


chat God would ſmite us with the mouth of the ri $; but 
|  keepus from the dainties of the wicked Joabs; Judaſts} und 
Achitophels. Ver. 8. ſpeaks ſadly againſt ' miniſters: that 
withdraw from their charges ſo unneceſſarily, as a bird that 
- wandereth too long from her neſt, the young ſtarve for cold 
or famine, or are made a prey; ſo theſe, who having no ne- 
deſſary call to be elſewhere, eſpecially not being members of 
the commiſſion, yet ſtay not with their flocks, are guilty of 
their ſouls ruin; Ver. 10. O how doth this ſpeak againſt the 
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them, Pſal. Xxv. 14. Ver. 6, 5. A poor man, und weak 
- . ne be of upright men, are bettet and *** 
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t _ CASE. or CONSCIENCE. . 6; - 
men and-a keeper of the law agree not in one perſon; the 
one is an honour, the other a ſhame to all that have intereſt 
in them. Vet. g. Their and profeſſions are abomin- 
ation; no acceptation thoſe who turn away their ears 
from obedience to the law; who: walk contrary to it. Ver. 
10. Theſe cunning and crafty meti that haye enticed ſome 
men, and led them on in the preſent courſe, ſhall them- 
elves ſmart for it, when the y ſeduced ſhall. ſee good 
things after all this. Ver. 12. When wicked men have pow- 
er and truſt, good men hide and tetire themſelves from ſuch 
i congregation or aſſembly of the wicked. See chap. x. 10 
11. Should we thus chooſe our on plague, tyranny, op- 
preſſion; calamity, and miſery, and caſt away our own glory? 

ver. 13. repentance requires true and ingenuous con- 
feſſion, and real forſaking; if both theſe join not, it is but a 
covering and hiding of fin. If a man confeſs, and yet walk and 
continue in them, he is but uſing his confeſſion as a covering 
to retain his fins; and ſuch ſhall not find metcy of God, or | 
proſper before men Ver: 14. It is not ſo deſpiſable a thing 
to fear alway; and to be very jealous of. ſin as it is now made. 
It is counted a reproach to have any ſcraples at the preſent 
courſe : But happy is he that abſtaineth from all ap 
of evil; but he that emboldeneth himfelf; and will not queſ- 
tion any thing that makes for advantage, f: Ils into miſchief. 
Ver. 15; 17. ſhews the lamentable condition of a people un- 

der wicked rulers, they are beaſts and not men towards the 

people, eſpecially towards the beſt, Dan. vii. 4, 5. Zeph. iii. 

3. Ver. 17. How doth that agree with our ſparing of bloody 

men, of our ſoliciting for their impunity, of our pardoning 

them ? Are they not, by the appointment of God's law, or- 

dained for deſtruction, and haſte to it ? Should any then Ray 
them ? ſhould they not then far leſs employ them? And, ver. 

24. if it be ſo hamous to take our father's goods upon this 
pretence, beeauſe they are our own, how much more ſacri- 

lege is it to rob God of his intereſts, and give over his mo- 

ney to y age 7-0 and fay it is no tranſgreſſion to rob the 

land of its defence, and make them naked, as Ahaz his con- 
federacy did ? Certainly it is murder. Ver. 28. and chap. : 
Irix. 2. and xi 12. and xxviii. 28. are to one purpoſe ; We 

have forſaken our own merey and wronged. our ou ſouls 5 | 

and deſtroyed ourſelves in chooſing our own judgment, and mak- 


ing our on rod to beat us withal. Chap- XXix. 1. We being 
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66 CASE os CONSCIENCE. | 
ſo often reproved by his word and providence. for the ſin of 
aſſociation with the wicked, and being ſo lately puniſhed for it ; 
and having ſo _ reproved ourſelves for it in our declarations 
and faſts, yet to harden our necks, what can we expect but 
utter deſtruction, and that without remedy, as we ſentenced. 
ourſelves? Ezra ix. 13. and xiv. 13. Iſa. xxx. 13, 14. Shall 
not this iniquity be to us a breach ready to fall, even this 
iniquity of going down to Egypt for help, &c. Then, ver. 6, 
there is a ſnare to entrap thy feet in the ſins of the wicked; 
if thou be joined with them thou cannot well eſcape. ver. 8. 
Wicked. profane contemners of God and his people bring 

ruin on a city-or commonalty, they ſet it on fire and blow. 

it up: But godly men pacify wrath, turn away judgments, 
and purge all from provocations, which is the only means to 
turn it away. Ver. 16. ſhews, when wicked men gather to- 
ether, and grow in ſtate and power, they grow worle, and 
n-with greater boldneſs, and tranſgreſſion then overflows the 
land fanguam ruptis repagulis. There is no obſtacle... See 

Pfal. xii. And ver. 24. thews, he that is partner and fellow. 

receiver with a thief, or conceals ſuch offenders, endangers. his 
. own deſtruction: and he that ſtays with- and affociates with 

wicked men, muſt hear curſing and cannot bewray it; he will 
ſee many abominations, that though he would he cannot re- 
medy. Ver. 25. Fear of man and of the land's danger, hath 
brought many into a ſnare, to run from the Lord to an arm 
of fleſh : but he that truſts in the Lord ſhall be ſafe. Ver. 
27. Here is the deadly enmity between the two ſeeds, they 

cannot xeconcile well. See ver. 10. and chap. xxi. 3. It ii 

no wonder the godly abominate ſuch men who are God's e- 

nemies and the land's plague. Gre ETC ln 

Chap xxx. 11, 14. deſcribes the malignant party, who 
make nothing of the godly magiſtrates or their mother church 
and land, but. curſe, _—_ oppoſe as much as they could, 
and are oppreſſors, monſtrous tyrants, mankind beaſts, or 
beaſtly men; the ſubject of their cruelty is the godly afflifted 
man; they eat up all and will not leave the bones. As the 
prophet complains, I lie among men whoſe teeth are as 
ſpears and arrows, and their tongue as a ſharp ſword. And 
. - then, ver. 12, 13, 20. deſcribes our enemies, the invaders. 
They think themſelves godly and righteous, yet are not purg 
ed from their filthineſs. y are given up to ſtrong delu- 
ſions to believe lies; and there is no lie greater than this, 

Unt they are a godly party in a godly cauſe and way. 'They 

, | - wipe 


" — 


CASE or CONSCIENCE. 67 
wipe their mouth after all their bloodſhed, and ſay, I have 
done no evil : They waſh their hands, as Pilate, as if they were 
free of the blood of theſe juſt men, whoſe ſouls cry under the 
altar. Ver. 21, 22, 23. It is a burden to the world and a 
plague to mankind, when ſervants, unworthy men, and per- 
ſons unfit for high places are ſet in authority, and when 
wicked men have their deſire of plenty.and honour, (chap. 
xix 10.) and when an odious woman, or men of hateful vi- 
cious diſpoſitions come to preferment and are eſpouſed by a 
ſtate. Nought they were while alone, but worſe now when 
they have crept into the bed and boſom of the ſtate. Her 
roots are nought before; but now ſhe_is planted in rank 
mould, and will ſhoot forth her unſavoury branches and bloſ- 
ſoms. And when handmaids, kept in a fervile eftate beeauſe 
of their diſpoſition and quality, get their maſters uſhered out, 


truſt. Ver. 33. ſhews how neceſſarily war and contention 

follow upon unneceſſary provocations by word or deed, ſuch 

as we have given many to England, though indeed they have 

given moe. And laſtly, chap. xxxi. 20, 26, 3t. ſhews how 

word and work ſhould go together, and men ſhould be efteem- 

8 _ praiſed according to their works and fruit of theix 
has. : 8 


and they become heirs, at leaſt poſſeſſors of the inheritance or 
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A neceſſary and ſeafonable Teftimony againſt Toleration, and the 
preſent proceediigs Sectaries and their abettors-in Bugs 
land, in reference to rehgion and government ; with an ath 
monition and exhortation unto their brethren there, from the 
Commiſſioners of the General Aſſembly of the kirk of Scotland. 


' LBEIT the work of reformation in theſe hath 
ingraven upon it ſo many, and ſo lively characters of 
the truth, and power, and wiſdom of Jeſus Chriſt, as un 
to us ſufficĩient : grounds of hope that he will bring texth- the 
head-ſtone of his houſe with ſhoutings, unto the ſhame ot 
his adverſaries and refreſhing of his people; yet the ſenſe 
which we have of our duty, in regard of our ſtation and truſt, 
the danger that threatens religion and government, together 
with the deſire which we have to reſtore thoſe that are fal- 
len, to wn: ap the weak, and to comfort the afflifted in 
England, calls upon us to give public teſtimony againſt the 
reſent proceedings of ſeQaries and their abettors in that 
- „and to ſpeak a word of admonition and exhortation to 
our brethren there. | D 
It hath been unto us, and we make no doubt unto the pros 
teſtant churchestabroad, matter of much ſorrow and grief of 
heart, that after ſo many ſufferings from, and wreſtling with . 
the popiſh, - prelatical and malignant party; and after that - 
they are brought down by the mighty hand, and ftretched-out 
arm of the Lord, there ſhould ariſe in their ſtead another to 
oppoſe his work in theſe kingdoms: And it adds unto our 
affliction that they be fuch as profeſs for Jeſus Chriſt, and 
pretend unto holineſs, and ſeemed once to build with our 
ſelves, whilſt now their way is become grievous, and goes 
down unto the gates of death, as tending to overturn religion, 
deſtroy the league and covenant, and to raze the foundations 
of 22 K 
It ſhall not now be needful to fall upon an enumeration of 
all theſe errors which have ſprung up in England of late: A 
few years paſt have brought forth more and more dangerous 
opinions in that one kingdom, than many preceding genera- 
tions in all the churches of Chriſt, ſo evil and bitter a thing 
ir is to leave every man to his own fancy, and the vine) gr 
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of the Lord without a hedge. The late general aſſemblies of 
the kirk of Scotland and their commiffioners, have borne tet. 
day againſt independeney, eraftianiffi, anabaptiſm, anti- 
nomianiſm, arminianiſm, ſocinianiſm, familiſm, ſcepticiſm, &c, 
4nd the miniſters of the province of London, and many o- 
ers have more particularly reckoned and condemned the 
. - errors which men of corrupt minds there have run into. We 
bleſs the Lord for Every faithful witneſs and defire to put to 
our ſeal that his teſtimony is true; but of all things it moſt 
afMijs our ſpirits, and we cannot but look upon it with hor- 
ror-and amazement, that in a land covenajited with God, af- 
ter Satan hath been ſo cunning as to ſow the ſeed of ſo man 
bereſies and errors, he ſhould now prevail ſo far upon the 
ſpirits of men, as to make them inſtrumental to plead for a 
toleration unto all errors, and to endeavour that this mon- 
ſtrous iniquity may be eſtabliſhed by a law, and that of fo 
large extent, as carries no exception, but expreſs popery and 
on. The firſt whereof leaves latitude enough totake in 
Iy papiſts whatſoever, if he can but alittle diſſemble the grof{- 
ell + his way, and the latter doth not obſcurely point at 
. thoſe, who plead for the government of Jeſus Chriſt by preſ- 
eries, and hold that all men axe to walk according to the 
rule of the word of God: Is this all the favour and approba- 
- tion, that ſuch may expect to be ranked amongſt the worſk 


, * 


= of papiſts? There are many devices in the heart of man; but 


the counſel. of the Lord ſhall ſland; and he will give unto 
people 6.06] in his hol place. e 
e have ſearched after the mind of Chriſt, and have traced 
| 2328 of the 2 and 3 in the: Old arid 
ew Teſtament: and no where can we find in the ſcriptures 

of truth, either precept or recedent allowed of God r to- 
[eration of any error, much leſs. did it ever come into his 
a, ür did Re Ipeak to any of bis ſervants coneerning a 
j;toleration of all error. As that infinitely glorious divine 
Eſſence is one in himſelf moſt holy, moſt righteous, moſt 
true, ſo hath he given unto the children of men, one eternal, 
unchangeable law, according to the rule whereof they are to 
their profeſhon, and order their converſation : There- 
fore as his juſtice requires in the covenant of works that we 
ſhould walk according thereto without declining to the right 
hand or the left, ſo he in his mercy promiſes in the covenant 
of grace to give unto his people one heart and one way to 
fear him for ever: And in beth. covenants they are obliged 
OY * | * 
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6 walk after the, rule of this law. It is acknowledged by 
many of thoſe with whom we have now to do, that no liber> | 
—— be allowed unto men in the breaches of the duties of 


A 
em : 


ſecond table, which we owe unto our neighbours, but that 
if a man fin againſt his neighbour, and diſturb the peace g 
the common-wealth, he is te be reſtrained and puniſned 1 

Can there any ſolid teaſon be given whiy it ſhould not alſo be 
thus in regard of the duties of the firſt table which we owe 
unto God? Is not one Lord author of both? hath not con- 
ſcience influence upon both? Is not the Lord's glory intereſt- 
ed in the as well as in the other? Doth not his image ſhine 
as brightly, and may it not be as much defaced in the one ag 
in the other? Are the things of God leſs precious than the _ 
things of men, and that which concerns the ſoul leſs to be 
cared for than that which concerns the body ? or are we more 
to value our own' damage than the Lord's diſhonour ? We 
know that no man hath- dominion over the conſcience: But 
the Lord who made it, exerciſes his ſovereignty therein; ani 
he hath ſet a law unto the ſpirits of men, after this rule where- 
of they are to order both their 4 — and affections 
and hath given power to thoſe whom he clothes with autho- 
rity, which they are to exerciſe in theſe things ſo far as they 
are manifeſted in expreſſions and actions unto the diſhonour - 
of his name, and hurt and prejudice of others: All thoſe 
who have their ſenſes in any meaſure exerciſed in the word 
of God will acknowledge that it is repugnant theretoz/that 
any who are clothed with power ceconomic, eccleſiaſtie or 
politic, ſhould connive at any error in any of theſe that are 
ſubject to their juriſdiction, or allow it liberty by a law. 
Abraham did command his children and his houſhold to k 
the way of the Lord, and to do juſtice and judgment,” Gen. 
witi. 19. Jacob took order for purging of his houſheld and 
all that were with him, from all the idols and ſtrange” gods 
that were amongſt them, Gen. xxxv-2. David will have none 

ff thoſe who tell lies, but ſuch as walk in a perfect way, to 
de in his houſe, Pfal. ci. And the apoſtle Paul will have all 
paſtors and deacons to rule their houſes well, and to keep 
them in ſubjection, 1 Tim. iii. Neither is there leſs required 
of thoſe -who bear charge in the houſe of God. It was a 
ſpecial part of the office of Aaron and his-fons to ſeparate 
detwixt the precious and the vile: Jehoiada ſet porters at 
the gates of the houſe of the Lord, that none which was un 
clean in any thing ſhould are therein, 2 Chron, _— 
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74 TESTIMONT acarnsr TOLERATIONW. 
The apoſtle Paul would not give place unto thoſe by ſubjec+ 
tion who came in privily to Gy: out the kirk's liberty for the 
ſpace of an hour, Gal. ii. 5. and he will have an heretic after 
the firſt and ſecond admonition to be rejected, Tit. iii. 16, 
And are not ſome of the churches of Aſia commended for 
their diligence, and others of them reproved for their negli. 
gence herein, Rev. ii. 2, 6, 14, 15, 20. And though the 
power of the magiſtrate be herein moſt. queſtioned by the 
patrons of toleration, yet is the ſcripture very clear and plen- 
tiful both in precepts and precedents, in promiſes, rewards, 
in threatenings and judgments, in encouragements and re- 
proofs, that it is the office and duty of the magiſtrate not on- 
ly to ſuppreſs and puniſh iniquity and 9 but 
alſo. ungodlineſs and error, and that he beareth his- ſword in 
relation to both. As the Lord by his ſervant Moſes, in' the 
xviith of Deuteronomy, requires of him that ſhall reign over 
his people, that he have a copy of the law of the Lord by 
him, and that he read therein all the days of his life, that he 
may learn to fear the Lord his God, and to keep all the word 
of that law; ſo in the xiiith of that book he gives a command 
to put to death the falſe” prophet, and the brother that ſpeak 
to his people to turn them away from the Lord-their God; 
and the reaſons taken from the nature of the duty, whereby 
he perſuades unto the obedience thereof, are perpetual and 
no leſs binding unto us now, than to them of old. Ho 
ſtrongly doth the Lord plead, in the xxiid of -Deuteronomy, 
againſt toleration and falſe worſhip, and all the occaſions 
thereof, and provocations and incitements thereto? and hoy 
il ſevere is he about the removing and deſtroying all theſe, and 
| in tying all his people to one way according to the rule ol 
his word? and what peremptory. commands are there given 
unto them concerning both? Was not the blaſphemer ſtoned 
unto death, Lev. xxiv. 10. It was the great care and fingus 
lar commendation. of Joſhua, Samuel, David, Aſa, Tehofls 
phat, Hezekiah, Joſiah, Ezra, Nehemiah, Zorobabel, and d 

| ſuch as judged or reigned well in-Iirael or Judah, that the 
preſerved religion and reformation in integrity, reſtored i 
when it was fallen and corrupted, by deſtroying idolatry, 
and eſtabliſhing the pure ordinances of God. Aſa made: 

| Covenant, and commanded Judah to ſeek the Lord God o 
their fathers, 2 Chron. xiv. . Jehoſbaphat went out through: 
aut the people, from 'Beerſheba to mount Ephraim, and 

; © brought them back unto the Lord God of to: 
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Chron. xix.- Joſiah made à coyenant, and cauſed all the peo- 
ple to ſtand to it, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 32. And the children off 
Judah, after their return from Babylon, made a covenant, 
and entered into a curſe, and into an oath to walk in God's 
law, and to obſerve and do all the commandments of the 
Lord their God, Neh. ix. 38. x. 29. It is left as a note of 
rpetual infamy upon — that he cauſed Iſrael to fin 
by erecting the calves at Dan and Bethel, and ſuffering the 
people to go a whoring after the ſame, and as it was the cauſe 
of the deſtruction of his houſe, ſo at laſt of the extermination 
of Iſrael ; and it is ſeveral times obſerved by the Holy Ghoſt 
as a fault in ſeveral of the kings'of Judah that the high places 
were not taken away, and Judah itſelf was alſo many times 
ſore plagued of God, and at laſt carried into captivity becauſe 
of their tolerating of error and idolatry; and whoſo well 
ponders the ſtory of Joſephus the Jewiſh writer, will find 
that both in divine and politic conſiderations, the toleratiorf 
of divers ſects amongſt them was the main cauſe of their ruim 
f Some ſay, that the coercive power of the magiſtrate had 
place in the Old Feſtament, becauſe of an infallible judgment 
of direction that was always preſent with them, in the Urim 
and Thummim, for applying of the law to thoſe who were 
| guilty 3 but belides, that this overthroweth all ecclefiaftic as 
well as civil cenſures under the New Teſtament, as ſuppoſing 
the neceſlity of an infallible direction to the right proceeding 
unto a ſentence againſt a — ng or heretic, what needed 
then any judicial proceſs or the teſtimony of witneſſes againſt 
(ſuch ? This argues that the procedure was to be in an ordi- 
ſnary way, according to a known ſtanding law, as in caſes of 
the ſecond table: And it hath as little ſtrength that the ma- 
giſtrate then did theſe things, not 'as'a magiftrate, but as a 
type of Jeſus Chriſt, ſeeing the kings of the heathen, ſuch as. 
Artaxerxes, Nebuchadnezzar and Darius, made decrees here- 
abouts, whoſe practice is commended. by the Spirit of God: 
And fome, knowing no other ſhift, would have the Old Teſ- 
tament laid afide in all the queſtion, and have proofs only 
from the New; but did not the prophets of old foretel that 
there ſhould be ſuch a. thing under the New Teſtament ? Za- 
chariah, in his xiiith telleth, that in the day that the fountain 
ſhall be opened in the houſe of David for ſin and for unclean- 
neſs, the prophet that ſpeaks lies in the name of the Lord 
ſhall not live, but be thruſt through ; and as Jeſus Chriſt com- 
mapds. us to beware of-falſe prophets, Matth. vii, 15. and the . 
<2 | R — apoſtle 
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apoſtle Paul to mark them who cauſe diviſions, Rom. xvi. 17. 
and wiſhes that thoſe who trouble the churches of Galatis 
were cut off, Gal. v. 12. So the ſame apoſtle, Rom. xii. tells 
us, that the magiſtrate is the miniſter of God, a revenger to 
execute wrath on thoſe that go evil; neither is this wrath 
gonfincd to the deeds of unrighteouſneſs, and theſe thingy 
dnly that are prejudicial unto men, and troubles the peace of 
the 'common-wealth, but is alſo to be extended to theſe thingy 
that are diſhonourable'to God and the peace of the church; 
for it cannot be ſhown that any part of that power which 
magiſtrates had under the Old Teftament is repealed under 
the new, neither can any donvincing reaſon be 3 
t ſhould be of narrower extent now nor then Are not blaf- 
Prune hereſies and errors diſhonourable to God, and de- 


2 228 28 
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ructive unto ſouls as well now as of old? and are not men 
prone to run into theſe things? and have they not need 

of as many remedies and reſtraints now as of old ? Nay, are 
not theſe evil works, as well as the works of injuſtice and 
© auprighteouſneſs ? They are high tranſgreſhons againſt the 
friſt and great'commandment of the law, and Moſes, ſpeał - 
ing of the puniſhing of them, calls them the evil which we 
- gre to put away from amongſt us, Deut. xiii. 5, And the a- 
poſtle Paul deſires us to beware of men that are polluted 

_ therewith as evil workers, Phil. iii. 2. and the ſame apoſtle 
calls them evil men and ſeducers, 2 Tim. iii. 13. And the 
apoſtle John calls their works evil deeds, 2 John x. There- 
fore if liberty be granted in theſe, we know no'cauſe why 
men that can in a handſome way pretend conſcience for it, 
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ſhould be denied liberty to run intd excefs and riot, and to 

| commit alt ſort of uncleanneſs and practiſe all wickedneſs 

1 with greedineſs ? which makes us the leſs to wonder, that it 1s 
1 propounded that nothing may be puniſhed with death but 
murder. Thus far do the principles of libertines lead them, 

that the moſt monſtrous and unnatural abominations that can 

be are not to be puniſhed with death: neither belike ſhould 

murder be excepted, if the carnal deſire of the preſervatiol 

of natural life did not lead them to it. We know not with 

what words 6f wonder and aſtoniſhment to expreſs ourſelves 

upon theſe things. Paſs over to the iſles of Chittim, and ſee 

and ſend unto Kedar, and conſider diligently, and fee if ſuch 

a thing hath been heard of of old, or of late amongſt the moſt 

brutiſh and barbarous nations? Such a curſed toleration as 

this will not only make every thing in religion appear to be 

Pete nd © oo eng: ſe +: 3 FB uncertain, 
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uncertain, rend the churches and diſturb the ſtate, and tram - 


je all, ordinances, order and government, under foot, and 

ring forth many blaſphemies and abominations, but is liks 
to baniſh religion and righteouſneſs quite out of the Jand, and 
at laſt make a hell upon earth. IT > 4 
And the thing in itſelf is not more ſtrange unto us, than 
that theſe who have lifted up their hands unto heaven, and 
ſworn before God, angels and men to e erer bn 
rely, error, Tchilm, Tup titten idolatry and profanenels, and 
whatlogver 2s contrary to found duden and the power of 
zodlineſs, and who do fo much pretend unto holineſs, and 
— been made partakers of ſo many mercies and deliver- 
ances, ſhould have ſo far forgotten the oath and covenant of 
God, as to plead for, and proclaim aliberty unto all theſe things. 
The ſalemn league and covenant was in the beginning, a- 
mongſt all the means that could be thought of, looked upon 
and entertained as the ſtrongeſt bulwark of religion, and fur- 
eſt foundation of a laſting union and peace betwixt the king- 
doms, and the beſt way for bringing dow he enemies of 
both, and being confirmed by the oath of (, cannot be re- 
pealed nor altered by any ppwer or author y on earth, but 
obliges both kingdoms unto all the duties c tained therein, 


which makes us to wonder that men ſhoula be ſo unhappily 


bold as to ſport with the oath of God, and mock the Almigh- 
ty, who is a ſevere avenger of all ſuch things. And albeit 
we have no cauſe to repent of covenanting with England, as 
having done a neceſſary duty, and laid the foundation of a 
glorious work, which we truſt ſhall be perfected maugre all 
the oppoſition of men, and that we reſolve to adhere to that 
ſolemn league and covenant as long as we live ; yet have we 
reaſon to complain of the exceeding great levity and incon- 
ſtancy of ſome of thoſe with whom we had to do, becauſe of 
the ſad reproach that is thereby brought upon the cauſe of 


God, and the * prejudice that doth thereby redound to 


the kingdom of his ſon Jeſus Chriſt. ne: 

Neither is it the leaſt part of our Gref that as a throne is 
ſet up for Satan, and the houſe of laid waſte, ſo the ci- 
vil government is exceedingly ſhaken, if not quite ſubverted 
and overthrown. We plead not for tyranny, or arbitrary 
power either in kings or parliaments, neither are we to own 
or juſtify any man in his ſin; but we may remember what 
adverſaries have many times caſt upon both kingdoms, and 
what both have oftener than onge printed and publiſhed Se 


| who are as free as themſelves ? If it be ſaid, that they do but 
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the world for their vindication in this; and if after ſo many 
public profeſſions and ſolemn atteſtations to the contrary, the 


foundations ſhall be razed, monarchy be deſtroyed, and par- 
liaments ſubverted by an imaginary and pretended argree- 


ment of the people, as it would deſtroy the league and co- 
venant, and.cauſe the adverſary to blaſpheme and inſult, fo 
it cannot but be the cauſe of many miſeries and calamities 


unto theſe kingdoms. If power be originally in the people, 


and all of them do- equally ſhare in the privilege of liberty 
and freedom, how comes it to paſs that a few take u 
them to , impoſe this agreement upon athers, and that it is 
deſired that the oppoſers may be puniſhed with death ? Let 
it be yielded that ſame at firſt may condeſcend upon the mo- 
del without the knowledge of the whole body, yet when it is 
offered unto them, what if the one half, or the greater part, 
ſhall refuſe to conſent ar ſubmit thereto, ſhall they be com- 
— by others to do it, and ae if they will not obey! 
s not this to take power over theſe that have equal power 
with themſelves, and to encroach upon the freedom of theſe 


impoſe in things neceſſary, that concern common equity and 
freedom, we demand who are judges of theſe things? Have 
not theſe who refuſe as much power and freedom to judge, 
as thoſe who would impoſe it upon them? and if they judge 
it to be contrary to their freedom, who can controul them 
herein, without encroaching thereupon, and offering violence 
to their conſciences who may conceive ſuch a way neither 
to ſuit with religion nor righteouſneſs ?. And to ſpeak nothing 
of the troubles that are like to ariſe otherwiſe, may not this 
open again the iſſues of blood, and embroil the land in a new 


war betwixt theſe who ſhall refuſe, and theſe who ſhall impoſe 


ſuch a model, wherein men may unhappily loſe bpth them- 
ſelves and their liberty, whilſt they ſeek to be too much free 
Were it not better to preſerve monarchy and the privileges 
of parliament, walking in the middle betwixt tyranny and 
anarchy, betwixt arbitrary government and confuſion, 

We know that ſuch a-way is looked upon by ſome as the 
beſt foundation of ſafety, but we know nothing more like to 
bring ruin and deſtruction: And therefore pitying theſe who 
are gone out of the way, we do, from the compaſſion which 


we have to their ſouls, earneſtly, and in the name of the 


Lord, beſeech all theſe in England who plead for. toleration, 
the laying aſide of the covenant and change of the civil go- 
F „ 
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vernnient, to conſider theſe things imparially. 1. What 
fair profeſſions and promiſes were made unto +his kingdom, 
to perſuade them to join in covenant with England, and how 
often before and firtce that time theſe: things have been re- 

-newed by letters, declarations and remonſtrances unto theſe 

in this land, petitions to the king, ordinances of the houſes, 

and letters to the kirks abroad ; all this is flill upon record, 

and will bear witneſs _ _ Lord, _ _ the follow- 

ing generations, in evity, perverſeneſs and perjury 

ofchola-who — the league and covenant, nod gad 

ſo much about to change their way. 2. That the league and 

eovenant was the firſt foundation of their victories and ſuo- 

ceſs, and of the ruin of the malignant party in England. 

We need not put them in mind at what low ebb the parlia- 

ment's forces were at the contriving thereof, and how ſoon 

the Lord gave teſtimony from heaven, by victory over the 

enemy, of his approbation of the ſame, and how from that 

day forward they proſpeted, and the enemy fell before them 

ail. That the Lord hath always been a ſevere avenger 

of the breaches of oaths and covenants perſonal, and which 

concerns the things of men, much more national, and which 

concerns the things of God. 4. That never any perverted 

the truth, and corrupted the worſhip of God and proſpered. 
5. What ſhall be the advantage, nay how great ſhall be the 
loſs of all the expenee of blood and of pains that theſe king- 
doms have been at, if far all this, we ſhall reap nothing but 

' toleration and confuſion ? have we laboured in the fire to re- 
move one corrupt religion, and to — in many in its ſtead; 
to put down tyranny and ſet up anarchy? 6. Whether this 
be ſuch a teſtimony of gratitude, as the Lord calls for at their 
hands in lieu of all his mercies, and giving unto them vic- 
tory over all their enemies. 7. Whether ſuch things beſeems 
thoſe who would be called ſaints, and pretend to be for the 
Lord, and uſe his name in all their profeſſions and under- 
takings? 8. Whether ſuch proceedings do not bring a fad 
reproach and heavy imputation upon the work of God in 


_ 
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he theſe. kingdoms ? In nothing do the- popiſh, prelatical and 
_ malignant-party more inſult; and is it a light matter to cauſe 
bis the enemy to blaſpheme? g. How ſore the weak are ſtum- 
þ bled, and the hearts of the godly throughout all the proteſtant 
he ehurches wounded. We have ſuffered many things, but no- 
a, thing ſo heavy to our ſpirits as this. 10. If ſuch a way be 


net dontrary to the whole ſtrain of God's word, and to the 
kth practice 
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- "to this day? . What ſhall be the end of theſe things; and 4 
the many ſad and doleful confequents that ſhall follow there- 
upon ? If from thefe and the like conſiderations: any be moy« + 
ed to take warning to deſiſt from the evil of their way, we L 
ſhall therein rejoice and glotify God iti their behalf: But if - N 
they ſhall Wal to hearken, we have diſcharged our conſci - v 
ences; and, in the name of the kirk of Scotland, whoſe ſer- 0 
vants we are, we do diſſent from, and proteſt againſt fuch t 
proceedings, as deſtructive to religion, the ſolemn league and 2 
covenant, the work of uniformity, and the civil government; 6 
and ſhall wait for the ſalvation of the Lord. © © © © £ 
In the next place, albeit we do not deſire to add ſorrow ci 
unto any man's affliction, but rather, if any ſuffer for righ« 0 
tebuſneſs ſake, to comfort him; yet we were not faithful if p 
we did not put our brethren in England in mind of their . 
ſlathfulneſs and negligence. in the Lord's work, that in this 7 
day of their trouble they may be humbled becauſe of their al 
want of zeal for God and his cauſe. The Lord put into the al 
hands of the parliament of England many precious oppottu- a 
nities and fair occaſions to have extirpated popery, error, he- a 
reſy, ſchiſm and profaneneſs, and to have eſtabliſhed reforms m 
ation, and the government of the houſe of God; many pe- al 
titions and ſupplications from many in England, and declar- if "2 
 *-. Ations and remonſtrances and letters from the parliament and th 
general afſembly and their commiſſioners in this land, were ſe 
tendered unto them concerning this thing; yet notwithſtand- le 
ing of all theſe, did they ſtill ſuffer the houſe of God to lie il 
waſte, and the evil to grow which had been eaſily reſiſted in of 
the beginning, but now is gone over the face of the land like th 
a flood, and hath troden under foot their own power and au- m 
thority. It hath been the Lord's way in carrying on of his de- 
work, to ſtain the pride of all glory, and to break and put 7 
down all thoſe powers that have not exalted him and pro- 
moted the kingdom of his Son. . And though we do not: fer 
juſtify theſe inſolent attempts upon the houſes, yet we can⸗ 55 
not but deſire the members to behold the hand of. the Moſt hs 
. High, and to-read their fin engraven in their judgment. It — 
is a righteous thing with the Lord to abaſe all thoſe, that will on 
not honour him. The Lord certainly hath a great contro- bet 


verſy againſt them for encroaching'ypon the royal ſceptre of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and denying unto him any external government 
over his houſe, but ſuch-as is dependent upon them, by af- 
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4 ig unto ſelves the ultimate deciſion of all ecclefi- 


aſtic cauſes and kirk cenſures: And doubtleſs the Lord is al- 


ſo highly diſpleaſed with their proceedings in the treaty at 


Newport in reference to religion and covenant, concerning 
which, they accepted of ſuch conceſſions from his majeſty ad 
were dangerous and deſtructive into both. We wiſh that — 
may now at laſt ſee their negligence and preſumption in theſe 
things, and be men of wiſdom! to hear the voice of the rod, 
and who hath appointed it, if their ſoul be humbled for theit 


fin, and if they thall take upon them the vows of God fot 


giving-unto Jeſus Chriſt his due, and doing whatſoever ig 
commanded by the God of heaven for the houſe of the God 


of heaven, who knows but the Lord may take away their re- 


proach, and reftore them to theit dignity and powet. _ 

years paſt mourned for the defalations of the houſe of- Ge 
and for the riſe and growth of ſo many errors in that land, 
and have poured forth their ſupplications before the Lord for 
4 remedy of theſe things; and that we are not ignorant what 


a conſiderable number of miniſters have done in their fer< - 


mons, and printed books, and teſtimonies, yet we ſhall defire 
all that love truth and holineſs in that land, to conſider whe» 
ther they have ſo timeouſly, and with that courage and zeal 


that was convenient appeared. for the Lord, and acquit them- 
ſelves in their duty in reference to religion and the ſolemn , 


league and covenant, and if any find emſelves 2 to 

4 l | irit 
of Chriſt, that they may hereafter more faithful, do 
their duty boldly and without fear? As many in England 
mourned with us in the day of our diſtreſs before the Lord in 


dur behalf, ſo we and all the godly in this land, pour forth 
oi fupplications to God in 8 and in public for them: - 


And albeit we will not take upon us to preſcribe, yet as the 
ſervants of the living God, who have obtained mercy in ſome - 


meaſure to be faithful, and have found ſuch a way to be fret 


\ ” 


And though we dopbt not but many in England have theſs | 


fitable amongſt ourſelves, we exhort all our brethren in Eng- 


land to acknowledge their niquities before the Lord, eſpe- 
tially the breaches of that ſolemn league and covenant which 


was fo publicly ſworn, before God, angels and men, and to 


renew their oath and vows in his ſight, which we doubt not, it - 


gone about in fincerity, ſhall be attended with a bleſſing and 
ucceſs from heaven. It hath been the Lord's diſpenſion in 


thele kingdoms, for the moſt parts to leave a brauch of hope 


B2 TESTIMONY acainsr TOLERATION, 
in the one kingdom, when the other was like to „ and 
-to ſuffer enemies to grow to a great height of inſolence and 
powep, and then to bring them down : And therefore albeit the 
floods lift their voice and-make a noife, yet. we know no cauſe 
. why the Lord's people ſhould wax faint or caſt away their 
confidence, the Lord on high is more mighty than the noiſe 
of many waters, yea, than the mighty waves of the ſea ; his 
word is eſtabliſhed in heaven, and his teſtimonies are very 
ſure: And beſide the many great and precious promiſes 
which he hath given unto us, and his goodneſs to his ſaints 
of old, he hath furniſhed his people in theſe lands with ſo ma- 


ny experiences of his mighty hand and ſtretched-out arm, 
Working ſalvation and delivery for them, that it were a ſhame 
for any amongſt them to wax faint, and not to believe. For 
et a little while, he that ſhall come will come, and will not 
tarry. Now the juſt ſhall live by faith; but if any man draw 
back, his ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure in him. 


A. K ER 


| EDINBURGH, 18. Jan. 16% 


The Return of the Eftates of Parliament upon the TESTIMONY, 
' Communicated unto them by the Commiſſioners of the General 
Aſſembly, and their concurrence with the ſame. 


HE Eſtates of Parliament preſently convened, taking to 
| 1 * n the ſeaſonable t 2 
flagain t toleration, and the preſent proceeding of ſetlaries an 
Terr abattori 15 Sig lend, in reeds to religion and goveris 
| — — and exhortation to their brethram- 
pere, from the Commiſſioners of the Genenal Aſſembly of tht 
church of Scotland communicated unto them by you ; and 
pondering the preſent.ſad and ſtrange condition of affairs in 
their neighbour kingdom of England repreſented therein, and 
- in ſeveral other papers come to their knowledge; they do re- 
turn unto you their hearty thanks both for your good corre- 
ſpondence (which the parliament will with all chearfulneſs 
entertain) and for your great care and faithfulneſs in giving 
ſuch neceſſary and ſeaſonable warnings and teſtimonies 2- 


=. 3, 3 
gainſt the dangers of the times on all hands, at all occaſions: 
And do heartily concur in the grounds thereof againſt toler- 
ation and the preſent proceedings of ſectaries in England, in 
reference to religion and government, and in the admonitions 
and encouragements ſo fully expreſt in the ſaid paper And 
do moſt willingly add this our teſtimony thereunto, that our 
brethren of England may be the more moved by the mouth 
of two witneſſes, and eſpecially ſuch as together with them 
ſtand and fall, and are covenanted with them for mutual | 
to lay thoſe things to heart, and to abſtain from all ſuch ſin- 
ful and ＋ courſes; and the faithful not to faint un- 
der theſe afflictions, or to omit any neceſſary teſtimonies or 
duty againſt the corruption of the time: And becauſe there 
have been ſeveral aſperſions publiſhed in printed pamphlets, 
for the ſtrengthening of the hands of thoſe who go on in 
theſe ſinful ways, and for diſeouraging the hearts of theſe who 
are ſuffering under them; therefore the Eſtates of Parlia- 
ment, after diligent enquiry at all the members of this court, 
upon their public and ſolemn oath, both concerning them 
ſelves and others, Do declare, and can affure their brethren 
of England, that they cannot find that either this kingdom 
or any perſon thereof, had any knowledge of, or acceſſion 
unto the late proceedings of the Engliſh army in relation 
to the king's perſon, or the houſes and reſtrained members 
thereof, - but are very confident there is no ground for ſuch 
aſperſions. On the other hand, ſo ſoon as this parliament 
was convened and conſtituted, and heard of the preſent poſ- 
ture of affairs, they being no ways ſatisfied with their pro- 
ceedings, and the reaſons thereof, publiſhed to the world; 
and being convinced of the dangerous conſequences thereof, 
and calamities likely to follow thereupon, they did give pre- 
ſent inſtructions to their commiſhoners, upon — 
founded on the obligations and declarations made > 
and by both kingdoms (of which the matter of fact is fully 
| expreſſed by the Paper given in by our commiſſioners on the 
- $th of January inſtant, to the Speaker of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, in our name, and according to our mind, herewith 
communicated to you) to preſg a delay of all procedures a- 
inſt the king's perſon, the prince his right of ſucceſſion, or 
fundamental government of the kingdom, until this king- 
dom were heard to repreſent their intereſt and deſires; and, 
in caſe of their refuſal, that they ſhould enter, in the name 
of this kingdom, their — and proteſt, that as this nation 
— 2 ; 18 


% 
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is free from all knowledge of, and acceſſion to theſe deſigns 
and practices, ſo they may be free of all the calamities, mi- 
feries and confuſions which may follow thereupon to theſe 
diſtracted kingdoms. And as our conſtant reſolution and 
earneſt deſire to preſerve inviolably the peace and union be- 
tween the kingdoms, will evidently appear to any who will 


read (beſide all bur former actions and ſufferings for it) ou 


Act of Indiction of this preſent parliament, and our act re- 
pealing all paſt in the laſt parliament ox committee of eſtates 
for the late unlawful engagement againſt England. And ag 
a are wineſſes of our keeping'a ſolemn day of humiliation, 

ot only for our own fins and miſeries, but alſo for the ſing 
and diſtreſſes lying on our dear brethren, and for ſeeking the 
Lord's direction to us, that we may know and perform all the 
duties which the Lord requires of us at ſuch a time, after 
ſuch — and deliverances on his part, ſuch an ac- 
knowledgement and renewed covenant on our part, not only 


in relation to our own affairs at home, but alſo to what maß 


concern religion, king and kingdoms, according to the 8o- 
lemn League and Covenant in theſe united nations; ſo we 
declare that it is our conſtant reſolution, with God's aſſiſt- 
| ance, to give all ſeaſonable teſtimonies, and do all neceſſary 
duties within our power and calling, for the preſervation of 
the begun reformation againſt toleration of all religion, and 
of the fundamental government againſt anarchy and confu- 
ſion; and for continuing and preſerving the peace and union 
between theſe kingdoms, and all the bands thereof, ſo often 


acknowledged and expreſſed in their treaties, eſpecially one 


king, one covenant, one religion; and for the obſervance of the 


manifold declarations emitted between and by both kingdoms 


to the world, in the poſitive and neceſſary duties for purſu- 
ance of all the ends of the Solemn League and Covenant. 
And to this effect we are and ſhall be moſt ready to deal and 
interpoſè in all earneſtneſs and ſincerity of heart, and by all 
lawful and neceſſary means with all whom it may concern, 
for ſettling peace and*truth' in theſe kingdoms, upon the 
grounds and * ſo often agreed unto, and ſo long 
inſiſted upon by theſe two nations, and upon what further 
ſhall be found ſafe and neceffary for the removing of theſe 


diflempets, and preventing new iſſues of blood; calamities and 


tonfuſtons in theſe kingdoms, which the Searcher of hearts 


knowetir. td be the earneſt deſire, and firm reſolution of this 


Tow 44 *>. 


urt and kingdom. „ 
Ee rr LOWDON, Cancel. 
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The PAPER of the gth of July, given in by the Commiſſioners 


for the kingdom of Scotland, to the Speaker of the Houſe of 
Commons, mentioned in the aforeſaid Return. | 


Oy 8 1 R, 4 0 
"THE Committee of Eſtates of the kingdom of Scotland, 
underſtanding that the honourable Houſes of Parlia- 
ment were proceeding in a treaty for peace with his majeſty, 
did, about the beginning of the laſt month, authorize us to 
preſent propoſitions to his —_— and particularly, to deal 
with him and the honourable 


Directory for Worſhip, and Catechiſm, for preventing the to- 
Akion Bla h 


leration of idolatry, po relacy, ſuperN em v. 
hereſy and ſchiſm and = perfecting the => of re- 
0 5 Co 


formation and uniformity according to the Covenant; t 
— — ———ů —— —— —_—_——— 
ſubſtance whereof hath been formerly communicated, in a 


letter from the committee of eſtates to both houſes, and by: 
one of our number, upon his reception at the committee of 
Derby-houfe, by order from the houſes of parliament. *But- 


to our great grief, we do perceive, that the diſtractions of 
this kingdom are, beyond our expectation, grown exceeding 
high; Gat a force hath been placed on the paſſages to the 
houſes, which, during tranſactions of higheſt concernment, 


hath impriſoned and ſecluded a great number of members of 
parliament, and given occaſion to many others to withdraw, 


becauſe they find they cannot act as in à free parliament ; 
that applications are made to you, for proceeding againſt the 


king, to take away his life, and for changing the government 
of this kingdom; and ſtrong endeavours are uſed to over, ' 


gurn the whole work of reformation, to caſt off the miniſtry, 


and introdyce a toleration of all religions and forms of wor- 


ſhip, and ſo, in effect, to deſtroy the cauſe wherein both na- 


tions have been engaged, and fruſtrate all the ends of the ſo- 


lemn league and covenant, which both kingdoms have ſworn, 
with uplifted hands to Almighty God, ſincerely, really, and 
conſtantly to perform. The conſideration of theſe things doth 


exceedingly trouble us, and fill our hearts with fears, that, as 


they are for the preſent, matter of great provocation of the. 
wrath of God againſt us, diſhonourable to his name, and a 
reproach to religion; ſo, if perſiſted in, that they (ball . 
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ouſes, for eſtabliſhing the co- 
venant and preſbyterial government, the Confeſſion of Faith, 
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A ment; and afterward, when through power and prevale 


n 
of * prelates, and malignants, this kingdom was Aiſtrel. 
ſed, t 
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ly weaken and divide us amongft ourſelves, unite fore; 


. 
nemies againſt us, advance the popiſh intereſt, loſe Ea 


and in end, prove deſtructive to the reformed religion, ind 
to the peace and happineſs ofitheſe kingdoms. 


In the year 1640, whewthefe kingdums were oppreſſed un- 


der the yoke and tyranny of the prelates, who then were far 
advanced in the defign, to intrqduce popery, the kingdom of 


Scotland did join their endeavours with this kingdom, to pro- 
cure a free parliament here, upon it, as a chief mean, 


by the bleſſing of God, to give a check to the deſigns of the 
prelates, who were ſtudying the change of religion, and to 


| the enterprizes of evil counſellors about the king, who were 


endeavouring to eſtabliſh an arbitrary and tyrannical govern- 


kingdom of Scotland did enter into a ſolemn league 
and covenant with this nation, for reformation and defence 
of religion, the honour and happineſs of the king, and the 


peace and ſafety of the three gs and particularly, 


r bringing the churches of God therein, to the neareſt con- 
unction and uniformity in religion, Confeſſion of Faith, 
orm of Church-government, Directory for Worſhip, and 

Catechiſing ; for extirpation of popery, prelacy, ſuperſtition, 
hereſy, ſchiſm, profaneneſs, and whatſoever ſhall be found 
contrary to found doctrine; for mutual preſervation of the 
rights and privileges of parliaments, and liberties of the king- 


dom; for diſcovering of incendiaries, malignants and evil 
_ "inſtruments, that hinder reformation of religion, divide the 
king from his people, or one of the kingdoms from another, 
or make any faction or party amon 


g the — le, contrary to 
the league and covenant, that they might be brought to pub- 
lie trial and puniſhment ; for preſerving peace and union be- 
twixt the kingdoms, and defending one another in this cauſe; 
for continuing therein all the days of our lives zealouſly and 
canſtantly, againſt all oppoſition; and for promoting the ſame, 
according to our power, againſt all lets and impediments 
whatſoever. 5 5 

In purſuance, of the ſolemn league and covenant, both 
houſes of parliament have often declared, that they will eſta- 
bliſh the reformation of religion, extirpate popery and pre- 
hcy, and ſuppreſs hereſy and ſchiſm; and that they will 
maintain the fundamental government of this kingdom by 
king, lords, and commons. And when the common _ 
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ly, 


' bing N ſubdued che Scottiſh army was to go out of this * 
om, in the beginning of the year 1647, and his gage fy 
« conſent of 


doms; and in caſe the king ſhould not give his aſſent thereto, 


, covenant and treaties. The parliament of Scotland 
the ſame time alſo publiſh a declaration of their intentions 
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by 
kingdoms,” was: to come to Holdenby ; the 
houſes of parliament did degharg,@þoth to the king, and to 
the kingdom of Scotland, that reſpect ſhould be had to the 


ſafety and preſeryatia,of his majeſty's perſon, in the preſer- 


vatibn and defence of the tue religion, and liberties of the 
kingdoms. according to the Covenant; and when the ki 
ſhould be at Holdenby, and the Scottiſh forces gone out of. 
this kingdom, that they would join with the kingdom o 
Scotland, in employing their beſt endeavours, to procure his 
wpjelty's afſent to the propoſitions agreed on by both king» 


> 


that the houſes were reſolved till to maintain the happy uni- 
on already fettled between the two kingdoms, 29215 to 
did at 


(whereof one copy was delivered to his majeſty, and another 
to the houſes of parliamegt) that in the interim (until his 
majeſty ſhould give ſatisfaction to both kingdoms in the pro- 
nolitions of peace) there ſhould be no harm, prejudice, injury 
or violence done to his royal perſon; that there ſhould be 
no change of government, other than had been for the three 
years preceding; and that his poſterity ſhould be no ways 
prejudiced in their lawful ſucceſhon to the crown and govern» 
ment of theſe kingdoms. : | | 

Theſe being the engagements of both kingdoms jointly to- 
gether, and ſeverally one to another, for the ends aforeſaid ; 
we hold it our duty-to endeavour, that reformation of religion 
be ſettled and eſtabliſhed as is before expreſſed ; and eſpecial- 
ly, that the toleration of idolatry, popery, blaſphemy, hereſy 
and ſchiſm be prevented, leſt we partake in other mens ſins, 


* and thereby be in danger to receive of their plagues ; That 
the rights and privileges of parliament may be preſerved ; 
that there may be no change of the fundamental government; 


and, that'there may be no harm, injury, or violence offered to 


his majeſty's perſon, the very thought whereof, the kingdom of 


Scotland hath always abhorred, as may appear by all their 


proceedings and declarations: And the houſes of parliament, 


ve often upon ſeveral occaſions, expreſſed a deteſtation 
thereof, in their declarations. Wherefore, we do expect, 
that there ſhall be no proceeding againſt his perſon, which 
cannot but continue and encreaſe the great — - 
e 


5 Jun. 15 164g: ">. bribe, | 
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TI * 4 ( 88 ) . 
theſe kingdoms, and involve us in many Aculties, Hiri 
and confuſions: But that by the free councils of both houſe, 
of the parliament of England, and with the advice and con- 
ſent of the parliament of Scotland (which is now fitting) ſuch 
courſe may be taken, in relation to him, as may be | Mr 


good and happineſs of theſe kingdoms, both having an S 
Rs incereſt therein. We are 


LS _ 


Your affeQionate friends 7 ſervants | 


For the honourable William JO. CHEISLY, 


Lenthall, eſq; ſpeaker of WILLIAM GLENDONING. 
the houſe of commons. | | 
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' MINISTERS or PERTH AND FIFE. 


nts Teftiminy was intended lng ago by the miniſters of 
the 7 who are for the but. $5.90, in the ſynod of 
Perth, and being brought th ſome perfeftion about fifteen or /rx« 
teen months fince by Tow of theſe brethren, and ſeme other re- 
verend and godly minifters in the Jed of Fife : a copy thereof 
ſubſcribed by their hands, was a. little therea * r ofered unto 
the late Lord Protector his council in Scotlan that being read 
by them, it might alſo have been tranſmitted to him and bis 
council at en : The printing of it, though intended inme- 
diately thereafter, hath hitherto been retarded by ſtveral emer- 
gencies of providence. It is now put to the preſs, e 
fides that written copies are oftentimes uncorrect, re- 
feribing, come to be vitiated, and that ſo many as would either 
Jatixy the true intent of the thing, ar the mends of theſe who 


efirous to peruſe it, could not conveniently be gotten, the 


continuance and increaſe of many of the errors and evils that 
are witneſſed againſt therein, with the defire of the. reverend 
and worthy brethren, whoſe letter is hereunto ſubjoined, do plead 
for it: How it came at firſt not to be. ſubſcribe] by theſe. bre. 
thren, they themſelves do, we truſt, give a ſatisfying account 
thereof i in their VN letter, wherein® # do alſo give their rea- 
ſon for joining in, and publiſbing of the ſame at this tims. _ If 
there be ſome things i in it that do not ſo quadrat with the preſent 
flate of the time, by reaſon of the late changes, that is not ma- 
terial as to the true intent the 7 eftimony, which when it was 
firſt given, did witneſs againſt the evils therein mentioned, in 
the ſbape wherein it then found them, and it may well. be admit 


ted a witneſs againſt, as they now art, there being Little or n 


material change appeari %, to the better. The Lord, give a 
bleſſing to what is witneſſe 
warrant from #he word of truth, 


Nov. 29th, 1659. 


in ſimplicity of heart, and with a | 
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90 TESTIMONY AGAINST 


The TESTIMONY of the Minifters of the goſpel underſul. 
. fcribing, unto the doctrine, worſhip, diſeipline and govern- 
ment of the kirk of Scotland, and to the National Cove- 
"nant of Scotland, and to the Solemn League and Covenant 

betwixt the three nations, of England, Scotland, and Ire 

land, and to the work of uniformity in religion, in one Con- 
Felſion of Faith, Form of Church Government, Directory of 
Worſhip, and Catechifing ; and againſt the errors, hereſies, 
and blaſphemies now on foot in theſe nations, that are con. 
trary and deſtructive thereunto ; eſpecially againſt that vaſt 
toleration in things religious, lately framed into a law, and 
proclaimed throughout this nation. | 


- 


Amos iii., 13, 14. Hear ye, and teſtify in the houſe of Jacob, ſaith 
the Lord God, the God of hoſts, That in the day that I ſhall viſit 
the tranſgreſſions of Iſrael upon him, I will aiſo - the altars 

of Bethel, and the horns of ths altar ſhall be cut off, and fall to 
the ground. | 7 4 


* 


Rev. xii. 11. And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and | 


8 4 3 a * . ä — 


$y the word of their teſlimony. 


— 
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- Son, who is in the boſom of the Father, and is contain» 


ed in the ſcriptures of truth, being the way whereby the ſons 


of men are taught to glorify the Lord their Maker, and to 
attain happineſs and ſalvation unto themſelves, is, of All en- 
joyments, the moſt. excellent and neceſſary, the glory and 


cron, whether of nations, or of fam lies, or of particular 


perſons, and that which every one in his ſtation is moſt bound 
to purſue and preſerve, and plead for: Therefore have all theſe 
who have inclined their ear to wiſdom, and applied their hearts 


unto underſtanding, ſought it as ſilver, and ſearched for it as hid 


treaſures, and have judged the merchandize thereof better than 
the merchandize of ſilver, and the gain thereof better than 
fine gold; and the Lord's worthies and witneſſes have in e- 
generation, according to their meaſure, appeared and 
put forth themſelves in excellent wreſtlings, by fervent ſup- 
plications unto God, and ſerious endeavours with men, and 
faithful teſtimonies proclaimed upon the high places; and, 

when need was, confirmed with their blood for the attain- 
. | ment 


URE religion, which is revealed by the on begotten 
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and ordinances of God. And feeing we are nat only Chriſ+ 
tians by profeſſion, born in a viſible church, and in our bap- 
tiſm ſolemnly devoted and engaged unto the Lord, to be his, 
and to be for him and his intereſts upon the earth ; and there- 
fore by virtue of our general calling as Chriſtians, bound by 
the holy commandment of the great and eternal God, in our 
ſtations, earneſtly to contend for the faith once delivered to 
the ſaints, Jude 3. and to teſtify againſt the things that are 
deſtructive thereunto, Jer. x. 11. Amos iii: 13, 14. but alſo 
by our particular calling, miniſters and watchmen in the 
houſe of God: And therefore upon that account, in a ſpecial 
way ſet for the defence of the goſpel, Phil. 17. and bound to 
maintain and vindicate the glory of the Lord of hoſts, 1 Kings 


32. and to ery aloud and ſpare not, and to lift up our voices 
like a trumpet to ſhew his people their fins, and the houſe of 
Iſrael their tranſgreſſions, Iſa. Iviii. 1. and to ſpeak unto them 
all that he commands us, as we would not be found rebellious 
unto God, and would not have him to conſume us before 
men, Jer. i. 14. Ezek. ii. 8. And conſidering that we have 
been witneſſes, not'only to the many ſolemn public profeſ- 
hons and engagements of others in the behalf of God, and 
of his truth, but that alfo we ourſelves haye once and again, 
(beſides private and perſonal engage ments) taken upon us 
that ſacred and ſalemn tie of the public national covenant, 


wherein, we all ſubſcribe, and each one of us for himſelf, 
with our hands lifted up to the moſt high God, do ſwear, 
That we ſhall ſincerehh, really and conſtantly, through the 
grace of- God, in our feveral places and callings, endeavour 
the preſervation of the reformed religion in the kirk of Scot- 
land, in doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and government, againſt 
our common enemies; the reformation of religion in the 
kingdoms of England and Ireland, in doctrine, worſhip, diſ- 
cipline, and government, according to the word of God, and 
the example of the beſt reformed churches ; and ſhall endea- 


the neareſt conjunction and uniformity in religion, Confeſſion 
nd of faith, form of church government, directory for worſhip, 
id, and catechifing, that we and our poſterity after us, may, as 
in- brethren, live in faith and love, and the Lord may delight to 


un 


— 


ment and preſervation, and vindication of the precious truths 


xix. 14. and to confeſs Jeſus Chriſt before men, Matth. x. - 


and of the ſalemn league and covenant of the three nations; 


your to bring the churches of God in the three kingdoms, to 


dwell in the gudſt of us. hg we ſhall in like manner, 


| - TESTIMONY ams - 
without reſpect of perfons, endgavour the extirpation of 
popery, prelacy, ſuperſtition, hereſy, ſchiſm, profaneneſs, and 
whatſoever ſhall be found contrary to ſound doctrine and to 
the power of godlineſs, left we partake in other mens fing, 
and thereby be in danger to receive of their plagues, and that 
the Lord may be one, and his name one in the three king- 
doms: And that in maintaining and purſuing this common 
cauſe of religion, we ſhall not faffer ourſelves, directly or in. 
directly, by whatſoever combination, perſuaſion, or texror, to 
be divided or withdrawn from this bleſſed union and con- 
junction, whether to make defection to the contrary part, or 
to give (ourſelves to a deteſtable indifferency or neutrality 
in this cauſe, but ſhall all the days of our lives, zealouſly and 
conſtantly continue therein againſt all oppoſition, and pro- 
mote the ſame according to our power, againſt all lets and 
impediments whatſoever ; and what we are not able of gut. 
ſelves to ſuppreſs or overcome, we ſhall reveal and, make 
known, that it may be timely prevented or removed, ll 
which we ſhall do as in the ſight of God, Therefore having 
ſeriouſly weighed the ſtate of religion in this church at this 
time, and the manifold injuries that have been, and are daily 
offered and done to the truth of God, and precious ordinances 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and to the national covenant, and folemn 
pcs and covenant of the three nations, and to the liberties 
and privileges of the church and government, and-officers of 
the houſe of God; by which God is highly diſhonoured and 
| 88 and the Lord's ſanctuary ed, and the throne 
his glory defaced, and the kingdom of his Son ungermin- 
ed, and many fouls involved in dreadful guiltineſs and de- 
fixoying ſnares, day by day, and more Expoſed to the hazard 
of many and ſtrong temptations: We do, for the delivering 
bur own ſouls from the guilt of theſe things, and acquitting 
. 6urſelves in the duty we owe unto God and his church, in 
the preſent and following generations, eſpecially to theſe oſ 
our flocks,' with the charge of whoſe ſouls we are in a more 
eK intruſted, and that we may, if the Lord ſo will 
Convince theſe who are guilty, and perſuade them to repent- 
ance, at leaſt, that we may bear witneſs for the truth againſt 
the evil of their ways hold ourſelves bound to bear teſtimony, 
1. Unto the way wherein we. warſhip the God. of our fathers, 
we mean, the doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline;'and government 
of the church of Scotland, believing the fame to be that which 
is written in the law and the prophets, and in the * 
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of jeſus Chriſty. and to the national covenant of Seotlarid, and 
the ſolemn league and covenant of Scotland, England, and 
Ireland, and to the work of uniformity in religion. And 
next, againſt all the injuries done unto, and-encreachments 
violations, and breaches made upon thefe z-eſpecially again 
that vaſt toleration in things religious, a miſchief lately 12 
ed into a law in theſe- nations, whereby the tie and obliga- 


tion of theſe covenants is wholly caſt Loſe, and turned into, 


oblivion, and countenance, and protection, and encourage» 
ment is allowed, not only to many errors about the ſuper- 
ſtructures of religion, but even anent theſe things that de- 
ſtroyeth the foundations,” and ta give warning to the Lord's 

ople, eſpecially to theſe whoſe ſouls we are e alle to watch 


ar, of ſome neceſſary duties incumbent apon them is this 


hour of temptation. _ 

In the firk place, therefore, we do with thankful hicarts 20» 
knowledge, = joyful lips bear record unto the wonderful 
power and goodneſs of God, which according to the prophe« 
cies and promiſes revealed of old, That he would give the hea- 
then for an inheritance, and the qutmoſt parts of the earth for 


« pofeſſon unto his anointed One, Yd the ths ies ſboult! wait 


for his lau, was graciouſly pleaſed many hundred years ago, 
and a little after the — of the Sun of Rightcoufneſs, to 
— ht unto the Gentiles, to pity our forefathers then man- 
unto the ſervice of dumb idols, and worſhippers of 
the þ hoſt of heaven; yea, of devils and infernal ſpirits, and to 
viſit them with the lig ht of the glorious and blefſed goſpel, 


which having been, 280 preached unto, and received by ma- 


py private perſons, was afterward, about the year 205, re- 
ceived by the king and many peers of the land} fo' that in a 
ſhort — the whole nation became Chriſtians, and was bleſ- 
fed and honoured of God for fu generations, with ma- 
ny eminent profeſſors and paſtors, famous for learning and 
kolineſs, and piety, and for their pains and ſuccefs in the 
work of the goſpel, both at home and abroad, until at laſt, 
| with the reſt of moſt of the Chriſtian churches i in Europe, it 
was involved in the darkneſs of popiſh ſuperſtition and ĩdola- 
try, to which it was in for many years; yet fo, that 
there was always a remnant through grace who did not re- 
ceive the mark of the beaſt, but aa overcome by the blood 
of the Lamb, and by the word of their teſtimony, and did'not 
love their lives unto the death. - 
* we do with the fame — 
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and proclaim that marvellous work of power and mercy, 
de eh the Lord with a high hand and a mighty and out. 
ſtretched-arm, a little after the-diſcovery of the myſtery of 
iniquity, Babylon the Great, the mother of harlots, and a. 
bominations of the earth, by the miniſtry of his ſervant Lu- 
ther, and other worthy inſtruments whom he raiſed up for 
that effect, was graciouſly pleaſed, in the days of our fathers, 
to ranſom this land from the bondage of popiſh tyranny and 
ſuperſtition, and again. to bleſs.it with the light and liberty 
of the goſpel, which though it was oppoſed by the prince of 
this world, the ſpirit that wrought ſtrongly in the children 
of diſobedience, and did animate both the civil and eccleſiaſtie 
powers of the time, to reſiſt and oppoſe by fire and ſword; 
yet ſuch was the zeal of the Lard ob hoſts in performing it, 
and ſo ſtrong was his hand upon a few poliſhed ſhafts, choſen 
and furniſhed by himſelf, that in a few years, not only wa 
the reformed proteſtant religion eſtabliſhed by authority, aa 
popery baniſhed the land, but moſt of congregations were 
| ted with the miniſtry of the goſpe}, and did yield ſub- 
jection unto the ordinances of Jeſus Chrift, and the diſcipline 
and government of the church were eſtabliſhed, according to 
the pattern ſhewed in the mount, in their beauty and ſtrength, 
in the due ſuboxdination of congregational 'elderſhips and 
preſbyteries and ſynods, excercifing their reſpective powers 
unto edification, for bearing down the throne of iniquity, 
and advancing of the kingdom of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in 
knowledge, and holineſs, and righteouſneſs, unto the terror 
of the wicked and profane, and cumfort and engouragement 
of the godly. In the thankful acknowledgement of which 
rare and ſingular mercies, and for ſtrengthening themſelves 
againſt adverſaries, both of church and ſtate, the national co- 
venant being firſt ſubſcribed by the king and his houſhold, in 
the year 1580, was thereafter, ſubſcribed by perſons of all 
ranks, in the year 1581, by ordinance, of the Lords of ſecret 
Council, and acts of the General Aſſembly, and again by all 
ſorts of perſons, in the year 1590, by a new ordinance of 
council at the deſire of the General Aſſembly. This cove-. 
nant relating unto the reformed religion then profeſſed in Scot- 
land, and more particularly expreſſed in the large Confeſſion 
of Faith, eſtabliſhed and publicly confirmed by ſundry acts of 
parliament; as it was then entered into with much chearful- 
neſs and gladneſs of heart, the whole land rejoicing at tha 
oath of God; ſo was it attended with many and choice — 
; 5 | þ ngs 
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fings from the Lord: Then was the church of Scotland for 
Jofrine ſound and lively; for worſhip, pure and ſpiritual ; 
| for diſcipline, powerful and impartial z and for government, 
d unity, and order, beautiful and comely, and well com- 
ct together, which as they were attended with rich breath- 
ings, and comfortable influences of the Lord's Spirit upon 
the ſouls öf his people at home, ſo were they the matter of 
this church's commendation in the churches abroad, who be- 
cauſe of theſe, gave her the teſtimony of one of the pureſt 
and brighteſt ſhining candleſticks amongſt the churches of 
Chriſt: but it was not long ere this beauty was marred, and 
this glory eclipſed, whilſt King James following too much 
the counſels of fleſh and blood, and being upon the.one hand 
wroth with the freedom and faithfulneſs of miniſters, and 
upon the other hand, deſirous to gratify the prelatical party 
in England, by reducing the kirk of Scotland, in its worſhip 
and government, unto a conformity with the church of Eng- 
land ; did, with the unlucky help and miſchievous induſtry of 
ſome ambitious and covetous men-pleaſing church-men, in a 
few years, by politic devices, firſt overthrow the government 
of the church by preſbyteries and ſynods, and obtrude inſtead 
thereof, a lordly government in the perſons of thirteen pre- 
lates, and then corrupt the purity_of worſhip, by thruſt- 
ing upon the church the Engliſh popiſh ceremonies, and ac- 
cordingly did his ſon and the prelates proceed to build, until 


at laſt the doctrine came to be mingled with Arminian and 
popiſh errors, and the worfhip to be turned over into the 


Engliſh ſervice-book, and the diſcipline and government into 
a book of prelatical and popiſh canons ; which courſe of de- 


fetion having now continued and increaſed for the ſpace of 


near forty years without interruption, and being backed with 
the authority both civil and eccleſiaſtic, had no doubt termin- 
ated and reſolved in popery, if the Lord, when it was leaſt 
expected by friends, and leaſt feared by enemies, had not in 
a ſtrange and wonderful way cut aſunder the cords of theſe 
plowers, who plowed upon the back of his poor church, and 
revived his work and people. | 

And therefore we hold it our duty, in the third place, to 
make honourable mention of the work of the Lord which he 
hath done in qur days, to wit, That in the year 1637, when 
the prelates were in the height of their power and pride, and 
had deviſed and procured that the ſervice-book and the book 
of canons ſhould be obtruded upon this church, and that _ % 
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| was no probable means, and very few inſtruments by which 
theſe corruptions of the worſhip and government of the -houſy 
of God . de reſiſted; he OR OY . fronghy 
engaged for carrying on thereof, and the greateſt part of 
miniſtry . away with the courſe of conformity, 
and couching with Iflachar under the burden, It pleaſed 
Bod, firſt, to ſtir up the hits of a few of his ſervants and 
to witneſs againſt theſe things, and fo to encyura 
and countenanee them in their proceedings, that in the month 
of February, in the year 1638, they did, notwithſtanding all 
| the threats and oppoſition of adverſaries, which were many 
and ftrong, again to revive and renew the national covenant, | 
which now had been forgotten and buried in oblivion for the 
fpace of almoſt forty years; and ſuch the good hand of God 
upon his work and people, that within not many months 
thereafter, almoſt the whole land did ſubject themſelves unto 
the oath of God; which was attended with more than ordi- 
nary manifeſtations of his preſence, - and influences of his 
| 2 in the aſſemblies of his- people, and was in effect to this 
church, which had in a great meaſure, and for a long time 
forfaken her firſt love, and declined from her primitive puny 
ty and integrity, as life from the dead: Neither did the Lord 
ceaſe to repair the ruin, and build up the breach that had 
been formerly made upon her, until he had reftored her unto 
her liberty and beauty, in preſbyteries and ſynods, and gene- 
ral aſſemblies, conſtituted of miniſters and elders, according 
to the rule of Chriſt, and exerciſing their power unto edifi- 
Cation. + The firft of theſe aſſemblies, which toward the end 
of the year 1638, convened at Glaſgow, the very place where 
the top-ſtone was put upon prelacy, in the year 1610, did re- 
vive-and-approve * regiſters of the former free and lawful 
general aflemblies, fince reformation from popery, in the year 
1560; did condemn and annul fix pretended and corrupt aſ- 
ſemblies that had changed the government, and corrupted 
the worſhip; did take away the unlawful oaths of intrants to 
the miniſtry, caſt out the Wie book, book of canons, book 
of ordination, and the high commiſhon; did depoſe and ex- 
© communicate the prelates, did declare prelacy to have beet 
abjured by the Conſeſſion of Faith 1386, and to be removed 
out of this kirk, and Five Articles of Perth to have been ab- 
jured and removed by the ſame Conſeſſion, and did reſtore 
kirk- ſeſhons, preſbyteries, provincial and national aſſemblies 
unto their full integrity in their members, privileges, liber- 
. tles, 
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ties, powers, and juriſdictions, as they are conſtituted by the 


| book of policy, regiſtrated in the books of the afſembly 15 80, 


and ordained to be ſubſcribed 1590, 1591, and make ſundry 
other laudable acts and conſtitutions, tending to the purging 
of the church, and advancement and ſettlement of the work 
of reformation. And though this aſſembly, and the deter- 
minations thereof, were afterwards much oppoſed” by the 
popiſh, prelatical, and malignant party; yet did the Lord fo 
countenance his ſervants and people in this land, and his 
work in their hands, that the reformation was fully eſtabliſh 
ed, and at laff ratiſied and confirmed both by king and pars 
lament, in the year 1641. Then was there a ſweet com- 
bination of truth and peace in the land, and the Lord did in 

a good meaſure pour his Spirit from on high, by which the 
wilderneſs was turned into fruitfal fields, and the fruitf 
field into a foreſt; in contemplation of which wonderful: 
mereies and bleſſings of God, that they might teſtify th 
thankfulneſs for the ſame, and ſecure them fo far as did 


bre againſt the unjuſt violence and cruelty of the popiſh, 2 
latical, and malignant party; who by their evil counſels, had 
ſtirred up the king, firſt to forſake, and afterwards to make 
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3 


in them unto their poſterity, and lend a helping hand untg 
their brethren in England, who then were wreſtling in — 


1 


war unt the parliament then looking at reformation: This 


church and nation did, in the year 1643, upon the parliament \ 
of. England's calling for their help againſt the common enemy, 
propound unto them, that there might be a folemn' covenarit | 


entered into by all the three nations, of Scotland, England, ank 


Ireland, which being agreed upon, was accordingly profecuts . 

ed and carried on in all the three nations. 8 
Therefo.-, as we do from our ſouls bleſs the Lord, Wh 

did put fuch a thing into the hearts of his people, to engage 


themfelves in a covenant to his holy and bleſſed Majeſty, aue 


one to another in ſubordination to him, in order to theſe - 
things that concern truth, and holineſs, and righteouſneſs 3 
fo we do hold ourſelves bound to teſtify. our cordial approba- 
tion of, and real adherence unto that memorable and never 
to be forgotten ſolemn league and covenant of England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland; being perſuaded in our minds, and con- 
minced in our conſciences, that it is a duty for people ank 
nations, who profeſs the name of the Lord, to enter in cove- 


nant with him; this being indeed the _ firſt and great com- 


mandment of the law, Cy pron 00 wir gods he-- 


— 
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fore him, and that we ſhould avouch the Lord to be our God, 
and to walk in his ways, and to keep his ſtatutes, and his 
commandments, and his judgments, and to hearken to his 


voice, Exod. xx. 2, 3. Deut. xxvi. 16, 17, 18, 19. and that 


whereof we have many memorable and praiſe-worthy prece- 


dents in the book of God, eſpecially when a people were cal. 


led to repent and turn unto God after public backſliding and 
defection, or were ſeeking a right way for eſtabliſhing of 
themſelves in the midſt of fnares, or of engaging of the Lord 
to help them in ſtraits, and ſtrengthen them unto great and 


eminent undertakings, or to expreſs their thankfulneſs for 
great and wonderful mercies and deliverances, Deut. xxix. 1, 


2. 2 Chron. xv. 12, 13, 14, 15. and xxix. 10. and xxxiv. zi, 
32. Neh. ix. 39. and x. 29, &c. And being no leſs perſuaded in 
Sur minds, and convinced in our conſciences, that our ſolemn 


league and covenant, in the year 1643, is for the matter juſt 


and warrantable, for the ends neceſſary and commendable, for 
the time ſeaſonable, and for the parties honourable ; the mat- 
ter and ends are all theſe precious things that are involved in 
pure religion, true liberty, and a well grounded uniformi 


in the former, and union and peace in the latter; or (to ſp 


it in the words of a reverend divine) this oath is ſuch, and 
in the matter and conſequence of it of ſuch concernment, as 
we can truly ſay, it is worthy of us; yea, of all theſe king 
doms, yea, of all the kingdoms. of the world; for it is ſwear- 


ing fealty and allegiance unto Chriſt the King of kings, and 
- a giving up of all theſe kingdoms, which 3 a 


| is inheritance, 
to be ſubdued: more to his throne, - ant ruled more by his 
ſceptre, upon whoſe ſhoulders the government is laid, and in 
the exerciſe of whoſe government and peace there ſhall be no 
end. The parties are the true God, the living God, the e- 
verlaſting King, glorious in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, and 
doing wonders ; and the three kingdoms of England, Scot- 


land and Ireland; who though as all the nations, in compari 


fon of him, are but as the drop of a bucket, and vanity, and 
leſs than vanity and nothing ; yet ſuch as through his grace 
were amongſt the firſt fruits of the Gentiles, and are for the 
knowledge and acknowledgement of Jeſus Chriſt, in name 
and fame, parallel unto if not beyond any kingdoms of the 
world. The ſeaſon was the deplorable eftate of the church 
and kingdom of Ireland; the diſtreſſed eſtate of the church 
and kingdom of England; and the dangerous eſtate of the 
church and kingdom of Scotland, that we may * fa 
2/7 608 wi 


- 


Sg. s MES Senger. mop op rang ont=© mw s = © © 6,9, mm» = = 9 & 9» =o wu 


_ CROMWELL*s TOLE RATION, 
(with zhe reverend divine already mentioned) ſuch an oath, 
for matter, perſons and other circumſtances, the like hath 
not been in any age or oath we read of in ſacred or human 
ſtories, yet ſuſhciently warranted in both. This ſolemn league 


and covenant, as it was actually ſworn, and taken by the 


whole body of Scotland, from the higheſt. to the loweſt, ſo 
alſo by the honourable houſes of the parliament of England, 
the aſſembly of divines, the renowned city of London, and 
multitudes, not only of the people, but of perſons of eminent 
rank and qualiey throughout that nation, and the nation of 


Ireland, and all this by the authority and perſuaſion of the 


powers civil and eccleſiaſtic; who can have forgotten how 
deliberately it was reſolved ? how unanimouſly it was con- 
eluded ? how Joyfully it was received and entertained ? The 
reſpective authorities of church and ftate in Scotland, did all 
with one voice approve. and embrace the ſame, as the moſt 
powerful mean, by the bleſſing of God, for ſettling and pre- 
ſerving the true proteſtant religion with perfect peace in theſe 
nations, and propagating the ſame to other nations? and af» 
ter taking of the ſame themſelves, did ordain it alſo to be 
with public humiliation, and all religious ſolemnities, receiy- 
ed, ſworn and ſubſcribed by all miniſters and profeſſors with 


in this kirk, and ſubjects within this kingdom; which was 


accordingly done by the whole body of the land, and in many 
perſons and congregations attended with the feelings 
joy, and mfortable influences of the Spirit of God in the 
enlargements and meltings of hearts, which they did find in 
ſo great meaſure upon the renovation of the national cove- 


of that- 


nant, in the year 1638. And this ſolemn oath of God being 


already taken by the honourable houſes of the parliament 

England, by the renowned city of London, and by the reve- 
tend aſſembly of divines, the lords and commons in parliament, 
upon the account of its being thought a fit and excellent 
means to acquire. the favour of Almighty Gad towards the 
three kingdoms, of England, Scotland, and Ireland, and like» 
wiſe to unite them, and by uniting, to ſtrengthen and fortify 
them againſt the common enemy, and the true reformed re» 
ligion, peace and proſperity of theſe kingdoms ; did order 
and ordain, That the ſame covenant be ſolemnly taken 
throughout the kingdom of England, and dominion of Wales, 
and did condeſcend upon directions and inſtructions for the 


ſoldiers, by the counties = committees, by the „ 
| "EE 


better and more orderly taking thereof by all the officers and 
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by the miniſters and pariſhes then under the power of Ge pas. 
liament: And as by theſe inſtructions, the declaration of both 
Fingdous joined in the armies for the vindication and des 
ence of their religion, liberties and laws, againſt the popiſh, 
prelatical and malignant party, (in which ſuch as would not 
take the covenant, are declared to be public enemies to their 
religion and country, and that they are to be cenſured and 
puniſhed as profefſed adverſaries and malignants) was aps 
Pointed to be publicly read: So for the better encouragement 
df all ſorts of perſons to take the covenant, it was in the ſamg 
inſtructions recommended to the aſſembly of divines, to malt 
a brief declaration by way of exhortation to all ſorts of per: 
ſons to take it, as that which they judged not only lawful, 
but (all things conſidered) exceeding expedient and neceſſary, 
and to be a ſingular pl&dge of God's gracious goodneſs to all 
the three kingdoms. In obedience to which, the all 
did frame an exhortation, wherein they do not only hold ford 
the lawfulneſs of the covenant, and take off ſuch — and 
objections, as did then lie moſt in the way of the taking of it; 
but do alſo preſs it as the ſovereign and only means to recovet 
an embroiled and bleeding remnant. And upon theſe grounds, 
and according to theſe preſcripts, was that ſolemn covenant 
taken by multitudes of perſons of all ſorts, many of which 
did rejoice at the oath of God, and did look upon it as a moſt 
promiling branch of hops held forth by the Lord, for renews 
ng and reviving the church of Chriſt in England, and Ire - 
land, and preſerving the church of Scotland, and begetting 
and bringing forth great and honourable things amon 
nations and churches abroad, for advancing the kingdom of 
_ Chriſt, and bearing down the kingdom of antichriſt. 
either can it be forgotten, how by the ſame authority, it is 
appointed to be ſubſcribed by perſons of all ranks ſeverally, 
writing their names or their marks, to which their names art 
to be added in a'parchment roll or a book, whereunto the 
covenant is to be inſerted, purpoſely to be provided for that 
end, and kept as a record in every pariſh; and how a little 
thereafter, it was afterwards ordered by the honourable houſt 
of commons, that the ſolemn league and covenant be on every 
day of faſt and public humiliation, publicly read in every 
church and congregation within the kingdom, and that every 
Eongregation be enjoined to have one of the ſaid covenants 
- fairly printed in a fair letter, in a table fitted to hang up in 
| tom place of the church to be read; which things waner 
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not their due effect in many places: And why ſhould we not 
alſo mention the mighty power and loving kindneſs of the 
Lord, teſtifying from heaven in his works of providence, his 
approbation of what was done by his people in theſe things 
according to his word, who knows not how from that day 
and upward, the Lord went forth with his people and theip 
armies, and that the enemy was not able to ſtand before them, 


broken to pieces. Theſe things we mention, to ſtir yp and 
entertain in ourſelves and others, the honourable and due eſ- 
timation pf that honouralf@gand ſacred bond of the covenant; 
thus well warranted by precepts and precedents from the 
word of the Lord, thus rationally and ſtrongly urged by the 
authorities in both nations, thus ſolemnly ſworn by ſo x Gn 

thouſands, thus ſealed and atteſted in the conſciences of 7 
many gracious ſouls, by lively communion and fellowſhip with 
God, in bringing themſelves under the bond thereof, and 


thus bleſſed and countenanced of God with ſuch outward de- 


liverances and ſucceſſes; and to make it appear that it is not 
without cauſe that we judge the obligation thereof ſtill to be 


in force, and that we do witneſs and profeſs our adherence 
thereunto. For pur parts, though we do not judge all the 
matters contained therein to be of the ſame importance and 


weight, ſome of them being religious, others civil only, nor 
all the articles thereof to be of the ſame nature, ſome of them 
being abſolute and binding abſolutely, others being condition- 
al and binding conditionally only : Yet we do judge ourſelves, 
and the parties engaged therein, and who have taken it, to 
be {till firmly bound to endeavour, according to our and their 
places, the performance of the ſeveral things therein contain- 
ed and ſworn, according to the common and plain ſenſe of 
the words and nature of the obligation therein expreſſed, and 


that no perſon or power upon earth-can diſpenſe or abſolve 
either themſelves or others from the bond and tie of the ſacred 


oath of the moſt high God. | 

In the firſt place, We do teſtify for, and bear record unto 
ſo much of the work of uniformity in religion, as was attain« 
ed by the reverend aſſembly of divines at London, and the 
commiſkoners'of the kirk of Scotland, in one confeſſion of 
faith, form of church government, directory of worſhip, and 
catechiling, and ratified and approved by the general afſems» 
dlies of this church, and parliaments of this kingdom, in ſo 


le 


far as did concern them, judging the ſame to be ſound and 
* —_ 


\ 


hut did fall under them until they were foiled and wholly 
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that we and our poſterity after us, may as brethren live in 


of the preſent powers againſt this nation and church: ſo alſo at 


withſtanding of the Lord's witneſſing againſt it in a moſt e- 
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recable to the rule of the word of God, and to be in fo far 
the reſult of one of theſe great duties whereunto, we are o- 
bliged by covenant, viz. To endeavour to bring the churchey 
of God in theſe three kingdoms, to the neareſt conjunction 
and uniformity in religion, confeſſion of faith, form of 
church government, directory for worſhip, and catechiſing, 


faith and love, and the Lord may delight to dwell in the midſt 
of us; and being followed and practiſed, to be ſuch as would 
fingularly contribute for the honour and glory of God, and 
the edifying of the churches of C in theſe natiops, in the 
knowledge and belief of the truth, Purity of worſhip, ſtrength 
of diſcipline, unity of affection, and power of zodimeſs, and 
to the taking away and ſuppreſſing all things that are con- 
trary thereunto. 80 | | | 
Having now borne teſtimony for, and profeſſed our adher- 
ence unto the doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and government 
of the kirk of Scotland, and to ſo much of the work of uni- 
formity as was attained with England, and to the national 
covenant of Scotland, and to the folemn league and covenant 
of Scotland, England, and Ireland, we hold it our duty, in 
the next place, upon the grounds, and for the ends already 
ſet down, as to. profeſs our adherence to the teſtimonies for- 
merly given by ourſelves and others of the Lord's miniſters 
and people, of the proteſting judgment in this land, ſince the 
month of Se in the year 165 1, concerning the aCtings 
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this time, to bear witneſs againſt the things now on foot in 
theſe nations, that are con and deſtrutive unto the 
doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and government, uniformity 
and covenants already mentioned. And therefore, 

1. We do profeſs our abhorrence. of the remnant and root 
of that popiſh, prelatical, and malignant ſpirit, which not- 


minent way, now for near twenty years in theſe nations, both 
by his word and works; yet doth not only lodge and lurk 
in thouſands, but breaks forth in many, unto the oppoſing of 
godlineſs, and the work of reformation, and in taking hold 
of every ſhadow of opportunity that. ſeemeth to cantribute 
for reviving and promoting the old malignant intereſt and 
deſigns, againſt religion and liberty : And we cannot but be- 
moan that that ſpirit, in the actings thereof, as it ſtandeth 
in oppoſition to godlineſs and the precious truths and ordi- 

- | nances 
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nances of Jeſus Chriſt, is too much connived at, by which it 
cometh to paſs that popery grows and ſpreads, and that ma- 
lignant men caſt off the yoke of diſcipline, and ſet up paſtors 
according to their own heart, and bear down the godly, and 
the work of God in many places; yea, we cannot but bemoan 
that many ſuch, through their feigned forwardneſs and coun- 
terfeit zeal to promote the intereſts of church and ſtate, 
have ſcrewed themſelves into places af power and truſt in 
both, and labour to infuſe but too much of that ſpirit into 
the very vitals of government, defigning, no doubt, to do by 
fraud what they have not been able to do by force, by mak- 
ing us do, as Amaziah 19 of Judah did, (who after he had 
overcome the Edomites, did bow down and worſtip their 

ds, 2 Chron. xxv. 14.) unto the involving of the land again 
in ſinful compliances with the malignant party, contrary to 
the ſolemn public confeſſion of ſins and engagement unto du- 
ties, in the year 1648; to which ſolemn confeſſion of fins and 
engagements unto duties, we do alſo judge ourſelves bound 
to bear teſtimony, and-to profeſs our adherence thereunto. 

2. We do diſclaim and teſtify againſt all that huge ſwarm 
of errors, and hereſies, and blaſphemies that have been broach- 
ed, and have broken out in theſe nations in our days; whe- 
ther ſuch as deny and oppugn the divine authority of the holy 
ſcriptures, or the ſacred Trinity of perſons, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, in the blefſed unity of effence. and being, one 
infinite, eternal and almighty God; the Deity of the Jon of 
God; the. Deity of the Holy Ghoſt; God's holy and eternal 
decrees of election and reprobation; the creation of the world; 
the being of good and evil angels; original fin ; the immor- 
tality of the foul; the reſurrection of the body; the day of 
judgment; eternal life and death; the two natures of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the union thereof in one perſon; the real merit 
and ſatisfying virtue of his death and paſſion to take away fin 
and wrath, and redeeming of ſouls from the guilt and bon- 
dage thereof, and theſe only who are given to him of the 
Father, and not all and every individual man; or the impo- 
tency and deadneſs of man's will to all ſpiritual and ſaper- 
natural good ; or the true nature of faith ; or juſtification by 
the free grace of God through the imputed righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt taken hold of by faith; or the uſe of the moral law to 
believers; the inbeing of fin and of a body of death in be- 
lievers z or their confeſſing and. acknowledging of fin, and 
Waying unto God for pardon thereof; or Geir being pr 
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tiſed of God for their ſins; or the ordinances of Chriſt ag 
8 and nqt neceſlary to a ſaint; or the morality of 
the Lord's day; or the 8 infants born within the 
church; or the lawfulneſs of oaths; or degrees prohibited in 
marriage, Lev. xviii. the government of the houfe of God 
by preſbyteries and ſynods; and whatſoever is contrary to 
law and to the teſtimony, under whatſoever nantes or 
forms; whether Atheiſm, Antiſeripturiſm, Arianiſm; Scep- 
ticiſm, ,Socinianiſm, Popery, Pelagianifm, Familiſm, Armi- 
nianiſm, Antinomianiſm, Bibertiniſm, Anabaptiſm, Eraſtian- 
iim, Prelacy, Separatiſm, Independency ; and whatſoever elſe 
that is condemned by'the word of God, that hath been pubs 
ſhed in theſe nations theſe years paſt, or is on foot therein 
zt this day, the particulars whereof being ſo many and va- 
rious, would be tedious and irkſome to enumerate: Yea, as 
we do diſclaim and teſtify againſt all of thefe, ſo we judge 
that many of theſe are for, their groſſneſs to be abhorred, and 
do wiſh that they could for ever be buried in immortal obli- 
vion, never to be mentioned nor heard of any more in the 
churches of God z but when they ure vented, and many of 
them countenanced and encouraged, unto the provoking of 
the God of truth in a high meaſure; to the affronting and 
treading under-foot his precious truth and ordinances; to 
the ſubverting and deſtroying of many ſouls; to the re- 
proach of the churches of iſt at home, and ſcandaliz- 
Ing of theſe that are abroad; to the grief of the godly, and 
| infuling and moeking of the profane; to the amazement of 
friends, and joy and rejoicing of adverſaries, who can hold 


his peace? Nay, we are afraid that God will, in ſome emin- 


© becauſe of that curſed monſtrous brood o 


ent way, declare his wrath from heaven ”_m theſe lands, 
errors, hereſies, 

and hlaſphemies that hath been hatched and bred up therein 
_ theſe years paſt, and alas, with too little contradiction; would 
to God nottgo much connivance and ceuntenance from theſe 
who might have done-much for cruſhing that cockatrice in 
3- As we do profeſs our diſſatisfaction that the civil powers 
ſhould take upon them by themſelves, ordinarily to preſcribe . 
- Public humiliation and thankſgiving, with the cauſes and 
diets thereof, to all the miniſters and members of this church, 
as being contrary to the well warranted privileges and con- 
ſtant practice of the church itſelf, and in its own nature in- 
troductory to greater encroachments, and putting wt» 


< 
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hands of the civil power, the modelling of the public wor- 
| ſhip of God, and t tings moſt properly eccleſiaſtic ; ſo we des 
fre with that ſobriety that becomes Chriftians, and that faith< 
fulneſs and zeal that becomes the miniſters of the goſpel, to 
bear witneſs againſt- theſe injuries that are done to the true | 
reformed proteſtant religion, profefſed in this church, and | 
held forth, in our Confelion of Faith arid Catechiſms, and — 
Directories for worſhi'+ and government; by that late petition | | 
of advice offered by the late: parliament at Weſtminſter to his 
late Highneſs, and confented unto by him in the article cons 1 
cerning religion, and now homologhted by the eſtabliſhment | 
made of that government in the perſon of his fon according { | 
thereto. 1. Becauſe that article, though it do provide that | 
; 


the true proteſtant religion, as it is contained in the holy 

ſcriptures of the Old and New Teftament, be held forth and - 

afſerted for the public profeſſion of theſe nations ; yet by pres 

ſcinding from all our former. Confeſſions of Faith, and ats 

tainments in the work of reformation, and by providing that | 

a Confeſſion of Faith yet to be agreed upon by his Highneſs ; 

and the parliament, according to the rule and warrant of the 

ſcriptures, be affertgd, held forth and recommended to the 

people of theſe nations, it doth wave and caſt loofe all theſe 

former attainments and Confeſſions of Faith from being the j 

teſſera of our public profeſſion, and import a very great res 85 | 

flexion upon he religion which, ſince the reformation from 

popery, hath been profeſſed amongſt us, and giveth no ſmall | 

ſcandal to the churches of God at home and abroad, and no 

ſmall advantage to papiſts and other adverſaries, dy miniſters 

ing unto them but too juſt occaſion to think and ſay, that 

after a hundred years profeſſing of the proteſtant religion, We 

have it and the Confe on of our Faith thereanent yet to ſeekz 

and to be determined upon; yea, it leaveth it doubtful, what 

is or may be underſtood by the proteſtant religion mentioned 

in the article ; whether that called Calvinifm, or Lutherans . 

iſm, or Arminianiſm, or any other that layeth elaim to the 

name of the proteſtant, or ſome complex of all or more f 
eſe, or the things wherein all of them Uo agree, laying aſide 

the things wherein they differ. 2. Becauſe the determina- 

tions eoncerning religion made in that article, though reach- 

ing to Scotland, no leſs than to England and Ireland, were 

enacted and eftabliſhed in a law, not only without the previ- ö 

ous determination of a ſynod or aſſembly, of this church, but | 

ile without fo much as advice taken or conſultation hag with | 

| any 


| 
| 
| 
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any of her-ſynods and aſſemblies; yea, whilſt ſome of her 
miniſters were earneſtly deſiring and preſſing the contrary, 
and that any civil power ſhould at the firſt inſtant, eſpeciah 

* ly in a church conſtituted, whoſe eſtabliſhed doctrine, wor- 
ſhip, diſcipline, and government, they are bound not only by 
the common tie of the magiſtrate's duty, but alſo by the par. 
ticular oath of God, to preſerve inviolable, take upon them 
of, and by themſelves, to determine things of ſo intimate and 
| — concernment to religion; yea, take upon them to 
aſt looſe their former good and praiſe-worthy ſettlements, 
and to determine the public confeſſion of that church and na. 
tion, (as is hinted in that petition of advice) we conceive to 
be contrary to the word of God, which hath put into the 


hands of the officers of his own houſe (and not into the hand 


bf the powers of the world) the keys of his own houſe, whe 


ther the key of knowledge, or doctrine, that conſiſts in ex · 


pounding and preaching of the word, and determining con» 


the key of order and decency, by which circumſtances of or- 
der and worſhip in the houſe of God are determined, accord 
ing to the general rules of the word, concerning order and 
decency, or the key of diſcipline for exerciſing of church cen - 


ſures upon the ſcandalous and obſtinate, or the key of or- 


daining and ſending forth of church officers, for ſpiritual ſer- 
vices and miniſtrations in the-houſe of God, Matth. xvi. 19. 
John xx. 23. Mal. ii. 7. Deut. xvii: 9, 10, 11. Lev. x. 10. 
ek. xxii. 26. and xxx1ii. 23, 24, Rev. ii. 2, 14, 15. Achs 
xv. 6, Gr. And xvi. 4. John xviii. 36. 2 Chron. xxvi. 16, Gs. 
and to be contrary to the Confeſſion of the Faith and con- 
ſtant tenor of the doctrine of this church, and former good 
and laudable laws of the land, as will appear from the large 
Confeſſion of Faith in the head of councils, (to which alfo 
agreeth the confeſſion of Faith, firſt agreed upon by the aſſem- 
bly. of divines at Weſtminſter, anno 1646, in the head of 
ſynods and councils, and in the head concerning the ci 


vil magiſtrate) and the remonſtrances and declarations of the 


general aſſemblies of this church, particularly from the de- 
claration of the general aſſembly, againſt the unlawful en- 
gagement in war againſt England, anno 1648, and from ſe- 
veral acts of parliament, particularly from the firſt act of the 
twelfth parliament of King James, held at Edinburgh, June 

+ 1592. yea, to be contrary to the Confeſſions of Faith and 
body of the doctrine of the proteſtant churches, which do 


generally 


— — mn... 
— 


troverſies of faith, according to the rule of the ſcriptures, ot 
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generally and harmoniouſly teach an eccleſiaſtic power in the 
officers of the houſe of God, diſtin from, and inde 
upon the civil powers, to which belongeth the exerciſe and 

uſe of the keys of the kingdom of Chriſt : and therefore for 
the civil power to aſſume it, is to tranſgreſs the bounds, and 
to remove the land-marks which are ſet by God, againſt 
which the faithful men of God, who lived in this church in 
the days of our fathers, did witneſs in the midſt of diffidul- 
ties and datigers. + e hold ourſelves bound to witnefs a- 
gainſt that article, becauſe of the toleration of many errors 
and hereſies, and things that are contrary to found doctrine 
and the power of godlineſs that is therein framed and eſta- 
bliſhed-in a law, viz. Of all theſe that gre conſiſtent with 
profeſſing faith in God the Father, -and in Jeſus Chriſt his 
eternal Son, the true God, and in the holy Spirit, God co- 
equal with the Father anc the Son; one God for ever, 
and with acknowledging the holy ſeriptures of the Old and 
New Teſtament to be the revealed will and word of God 
whilſt the maintainers thereof abuſe not this liberty to the 
civil injury of others, or the diſturbance of the public peace; 
ſo that this liberty be not extended to 


or practiſe, or hold forth licentiouſneſs or profaneneſs under. 
the profeſſion of Chriſt, and therefore not only unto Armie 
nianiſm, Antinomianiſm, Anabaptiſm, Eraſtianiſm, Separat - 
iſm, &c. but alſo to a great part of Familiſm, Socinianiſm, 
Quakeriſm, Pelagianiſm, and many. errors that do not only 
deny and deſtroy many of the beautiful ructures, but 
do alſo ſtrike at many of the corner ſtones, and chief found» 
ations of Chriſtian religion: Such a toleration as this we con» 
ceive cannot be connived at, much lefs countenanced and al- 


lowed by maſters of families in their houſholds ; by church. 


officers in the churches of Chriſt ; or by Chriſtian magiſtrates. 
in Chriſtian ſtates and commonwealths, without palpable. 
croſſing and contradicting the wilt of God revealed in the. 
ſcriptures of truth, Gen. xviii, 19. and xxxv. 1, 2, 3, 4. 1 Sam. 


Wl, 11, 12, 13, 14. Pal. Gi. 1. 1 Tim. ii, 3, 12. John x. 11. 


Tit. iii, 10, 11. Rev. ii. 6, 14, 15, 16, 20. Deut. iii. 6, 11, 
Ec. Joſh. xxii. 11. 1 Kings xxiii. 40. 2. Chron. XV. 16, 17. 
1 Kings xii. 26. 2 Kings xvii. 18. Ezek. xxiii. 45, 49. Amos v. 
13. Zech. xiii. 3. Therefore have the commiſſioners of the ge- 
neral aſſembly of this church witneſſed plainly and fully againſt 
Wenden whit is was but 7e inthe buds ano 1649, 


| ry os prelacy, or 
to, the countenancing ſuch who publiſh horrible blaſphemies, 
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And the reverend afſembly of divines at Weſtminſter, as they 


have in the Larger Catechiſm, in the expoſition of the ſecond 
commandment, reckoned the tolerating of falſe religions a-' 
ongſt the fins forbidden therein; ſo in the Confeſſion of 


aith, they do aſſert it to be the duty of the magiſtrate to 


take order that the truth of God be kept ſpure and entire; 


that all blaſphemies and hereſies be ſuppreſſed ; all corrup- 
tions and abuſes in worſhip and diſcipline prevented or re- 
formed; and all the ordinances of God duly ſettled, admini- 
ſtered and obſeryed: and it is a covering will. be found not 
of the Lord's Spirit, to ſay, that theſe commandments and 
precedents, and threatenings from the word of God, do not 


concern the magiſtrate in the days of the goſpel, not only be- 


Cauſe the ends and reaſons thereof, viz. The glory of God, 
and the preſervation of the image of God, which con- 
Gſts. in holineſs. and righteouſneſs amongſt the children of 


men, are moral and perpetual; but. alſo becauſe as the Lord 


Þath propheſied and promiſed. of the Chriſtian magiſtrate in 
. the days of the goſpel, that he ſhall not defile the place of the 

Lord's throne, and'the place of the ſoles of his feet where 
he will dwell in the midſt of his people, -in their ſetting up 
of their threſholds by his threſholds, and their poſts by his 
poſts, Ezek. xliii. 7, 8. and that they ſhall thruſt through the 
Elſe prophets, 0, 5.708 3- So hath the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf, who is the King of kings and Lord of lords, ſhown 
them an example, by making a ſcourge of cords, and driving 
buyers and ſellers out of the remple, which was the only a0 
of compulſive and External power that we read of him, to 
have exerciſed in all his life, that he might therein give an 
example of that zeal for the houfe of God, which ought to 


poſſeſs all theſe againft the profaners of his temple, and pol - 


luters of his church, to whom God hath given a coactive 
power over the outward man: And the apoſtle Paul, Rom. 
xiji. in laying down the magiſtrate's duty, hath inſtructed us, 
that he beareth the ſword to be a terror to evil works; we 
mean, ſuch as appearing in the outward man, do mar the 
glory of God and the good of men, and are ſubject to cog- 
nizance and trial by men, of which ſort are many errors, and 
hereſies, and blaſphemies, 2 Phil. 2. 2 John 10. 2 Tim. ii. 
13. Tit, iii. 10. Rom. xvi. 17. And is it not propheſied in 
the book of the Revelation, That the i kingdoms of the world 
. hall become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of . his Chriſt ; and 


that the ten horns ſball hate the whore, and make her * 
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and naked, and ſhall eat her fleſh and burn her with fire, wal 
45 15. and xvii. 16. Yea, is not the preſent powers, their 
Ealing upon them to Har popery and pretany; an undent- 


at the civil magiſtrate hath power g1- - 


ina TpiFitual good of met! 2. DEecaule Tuch a toleranon 18 
fofferly repugnant unto, and inconſiſtent with the indiſpenſi- 
"ble oath of God in the ſolemn league and covenant, profeſſed 
to be made in the preſence of Almighty God the ſearcher of 
all hearts, with a ttue intent to perform the ſame, as we ſhall 
anſwer at that great day, when the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall 
be diſcloſed. Is this toleration the performing of theſe vows 
of God pon us? Or is it not the way to caſt looſe the re- 
formed religion in Scotland; to hinder reformation in Eng- 
land; to mar uniformity in one Confeſſion of Faith, Direc- 
tory of Worſhip, Catechiſm, and form of church government? 
And ſhall we hereby extirpate ſuperſtition, hereſy, ſchiſm, 
profaneneſs, and whatſoever ſhall be found contrary to ſoun 
doctrine and to the power of godlineſs ? Or is it not the way to 
nurſe them upon our breaſts, and dandle them upon our knees? 
Is this to free our ſouls from the guilt of other mens ſins? 
Or is it not to- ſuffer ſin upon them, yea, to partake with 
them therein, and ſo partake of their plagues? Is this to 
make the Lord one and his name one in the three kingdoms? 
Or is it not rather to multiply our gods according to the 
number of our cities? 3. Becauſe this toleration, by the 
countenance which it hath had in this nation theſe ſeven 
years paſt, hath already produced many fad and ſinful effects, 
ſuch as the growth and increaſe of popery; the ſpreading of 
Libertiniſm, Quakeriſm, - Anabaptiſm, and the profaning of 
the Lord's day, and deſpiſing of the ordinances and public 
aſſemblies of the Lord's people; the contempt and caſting 
looſe of church diſcipline ; the cauſeleſs and unjuſt revolt of 
men of a malignant ſpirit from their own lawful paſtors and 
church officers, and ſundry ſuch like, that are deſtructive un- 
to piety and godlineſs, and to unity and order. And if God 
ſhall not be graciouſly pleaſed, by a wonderful work of power 
and mercy to prevent it, what can be expected, when it is 
now framed into a law, and all laws to the contrary repealed 
and taken away, but that it ſhould prove the inlet to all ſort 
of error, and diſtraction and confuſion ? Who knows not how 
fertile the ſpirit of man is ef vain imaginations, and how 
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prone to change the truth af God into a lie, that hardly can 
all theſe bounds that are ſet unto it, and theſe bands that are 
put yo it by the Lord, when improven by men to the ut- 

moſt diligence and care kept from debording into error and 
looſeneſs, ſhall it not then overflow all its banks when it. may 
do it without contradiction; yea, in many things expect coun» 
tenance and protection therein ? Our hearts tremble to think 
how the glory of God ſhall be trodden under- foot; how the 


precious truths of the gaſpel ſhall be corrupted and perverts / 


ed; how the ordinances o Chriſt ſhall be contemned and ſet 
at nought; how his government ſhall be overthrawn ; his 
officers had in contempt ;. his worſhip polluted; his day pro- 


faned; how peoples. minds ſhall be troubled, and ſouls ſub - 


verted ; how the power of godlineſs ſhall be eaten up with 
vain jarglings ; how the whole work of reformation ſhall not 


only be retarded and obſtructed, but in a meaſure (if- 


not utterly) rendered void z how,: inſtead of reformation we 
ſhall have deformation; iuſtead of the power of godlineſs, 
vain jangling ; inſtead of love, bitter heart-burnings and jea- 
louſies ; inſtead of union, ſchiſm and diviſion ; inſtead > 
peace, contention. and ſtrife ; inſtead of order and governs 


ment, anarchy and confuſion z yea, what elſe can be the fruits 


that ſuch an evil tree can bring forth, or the ſtreams that can 
ave from fo bitter and impure a fountain, but that at laſt our 
_ candleſtick ſhould be removed, and our ſun ſet in a fad night 
of obſcure darkneſs? It is above all eontradiction, that as 


ſee of Rome, theſe hundred years paſt, hath always had an | 


eye upon Britain, for reducing the churches of Chriſt there · 
in unto their former ſubjection unto the man of ſin, ſo hath 
not her hopes been more heightened by any thing, than by 
this toleration ; becauſe thereby advantage is miniſtered for 
ſending forth her emiſſaries, for crying down 2 miniſtry and 
-brdinances, and perverting of the precious truths of God, and 
inſtilling into peoples minds the feeds of the popiſh doctrine, 
which maketh many wiſe men fear that theſe nations ſhall 
again, at laſt, be carried back again into Rome, and be ſwal- 
lowed in popiſh ſuperſtition and idolatry, | ITY 
| 3 we do profeſs the ſorrow - 7 our hearts; ſo we do 
teſtify the abhorrence of our ſouls, againſt all the injuries and 
affronts that have been or are offered and done to the na- 
tional covenant of Scotland, and to the ſolemn league and 
covenant of England, Scotland, and Ireland. It is too much 
fin upon theſe nations (whereof we acknowledge py 
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have a large ſhare) that they have not attended the duties to 
which they are reſpectively engaged therein, with that ſin- 


cerity, reality and conſtancy that beſeems ſo ſacred and ſa- | 


lemn vows made unto God, but have, through the power of 


an unſound and luke-warm heart, and an unſtable ſpirit, | 


come ſhort exceedingly therein; yea, have fallen in many 
breaches of all the articles thereof. But what a dreadful a- 
ſtoniſning thing is it, the like whereof we believe hath ſcarce 
been heard amongſt the heathen, that theſe ſolemn vows and 
covenants (which for the ſolemnity, hath had' but few 


lels among the nations) ſhould not only be ſcorned and de- | 


rided by open adverſaries, but vilified, reproached, oppoſed 
and trodden under-foot by many who have therein opened 
their mouths unto God, and ſubſcribed and ſealed them with 
their hands; yea, ſought to be buried in oblivion, that the 
name thereof as to the obligation of them, may be no more 
mentioned nor remembered. We cannot remember nor re- 
_ but with much indignation and abhorrency of ſpirit, 

ow ſome have railed upon, and reviled it, to that height of 


impudence and impiety, as to call it Nehuſtane, the brazen 


ſerpent that ſhould be broken to pieces, and ground to pow- 


der, leſt men fall down to worſhip it, and to compa 
preſſing of it to the papiſts holding up the idolatrous euchari 
in the eyes of the people, that they may fall down ane —— 
it; and how others of no better ſpirit have been bold to 
it a device of the devil, a curſed covenant hatched in hell: 
And which doth more afſſict us, as being a more public ſin 
upon theſe nations, not only is there no law nor declaration, 
fince the year 1651, declaring the ſtanding obligation there- 
of, and former laws and declarations relating thereunto to be 
ſtill in force; but the very formal tie and obligation thereof 
is forgotten and laid aſide; and all laws, flatutes and ordin- 
ances, and clauſes in any law, ſtatute and ordinance, relating 
to the tie and eſtabliſhment thereof, repealed, ſo far as they 
are contrary to the liberty and toleration in things religi 
held forth in the petition of advice. Oh that we were ſenſible 
of the diſhonour that is done to God in theſe things, and of 
the dreadful guilt that theſe nations are involved into thereby, 
and of the great wrath that is like to come thereupon becauſe 
of the ſame. If covenant breaking be a moſt hainous and 
dangerous offence complained of, condemned; threatened, 
and ſeverely plagued of God, Pſal. Ixzviii. 34, 35, 36, 37- 
Jer. xi. 10, 2 Kings xvii. 15. LV AXVi. 25. Deut. 2xix. 20, 
| | 21, 


re the 
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' $15 22, 23; 24+ Jer. xxii. 8, 9. Ezek. xvii 15. Amos i. 
Te „vii. wh 294 Sam. xx; 7 2. If it be — which — 
delivered from the word of the Lord by a reverend divine, 
in bis exhortation made to the honourable houſe of commons, 
and reverend divines of the aſſembly at London, before he 
read the covenant, that a truee- breaker is retkoned up amongſt 
the vileſt of Chriſtians, 2 Tim. iii. 3. So a covenant-breaker 
is liſted amongſt the worſt of heathens, Rom. i. 31. And 
which from the ſame word of truth was delivered by another 
reverend divine, at the taking of the covenant, by the honour. 
able committee of eſtates, and reverend commiſſioners of the 
general aſſembly in Scotland, That God weuld. ſhake out every 
man from his houſe, and frem his labour, that performed not the 
wordt of this promiſe, Neh .v. 13. If (we ſay) theſe be the true 
ſayings of Odd, as no doubt they are, becauſe delivered by 
the God of truth, in the ſcriptures of truth, have we not rea- 
lon upon the hearing thereof, to be afraid, that great is the 
wrath of the Lord that is kindled againſt the inhabitants of 
theſe nations, becauſe of forſaking and deſpiſing of his cove- | 
nant; and upon that account, not only to mourn and humble 
ourſelves in private, but alſo to give public warning thereof 
unto: others, that (if the Lord ſo will) we may perſuade them 
alſo to humble themſelyes, and repent; or if they will not 
hearken and heat, that we may deliver our own fouls, by 
bearing witneſs to God and his truth, and by not hating our 
brother in our heart, but in any wiſe rebuking our neighbour, 
and not ſuffering, fin upon him, Lev. xix. 17 
In the laſt place, we do alſo, as miniſters of the goſpel, 
teſtify our diſlike, that the civil powers, who now bear rule 
over this nation, ſhould engroſs into their treaſury, the legal 
ſettled maintenance of all the vacant churches into the land, 
and put the diſpoſing thereof into the hands of a civil judi- 
catory, without whoſe interventing approbation and warrant 
(notwithſtanding of their. being called by the congregatian, 
and approvey. and admitted by the preſbytery) none ſhall be 
authorized or admitted to any ſuch vacant living or benefice, 
as is due to the miniſtry in Scotland, and that they do not 
allow them this apptobation and warrant, until firſt they do 
declare under their hands, their purpoſe and reſolution to live. 
peaceably under the preſent government. 1. Becauſe this, 
way is contrary unto thę word of God. The divine right of 
the maintenance of miniſters is a truth that is clearly taught 
in the ſcriptures, both of the Old and New Teſtament, Nungþ- 
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4nili. 8, d. Deut. , 22 23, 24,'25 265-27, 28, ag. Ezek» 
xlv- 1, 23,4, 5, 6, / Matth. x. 19. Luke x. 7. 1 Cor. in 
4.56, 7 9,9, 10, 1, 223 13 74: Gal. vi. 6-4 Tim. . 1%. 
And-the- ſcriptures kiſs teach, that as it is the magiſtrate's 
tuty to {ee ſufficient proviſion made for the miniſtry, _ 
need be) to ſupply their want,out of their on treafury, Ia: 
klit. 23. aud Ix: 10 1 Chron. Xxix. 1 2; Jz 4+ 2 Chron Xi. 
24 Ji 45 Sr. Neh. xiii 10, 11, 12, 13. Gen. Alvi. 22. 80 alſo 
that is © great ſin before the Lord for them, ot any other, to 
take away or de tour, or intervert holy things that are now 
already ſettl ed and devoted unto: the maintenance of the goſs 
pel and of the worſhip af God, Lev. xxvii- ro, 32,33. Deut. 
viv 12 13, 14, 15. Prov: xx. 25: 2 Kings xvi. 17. 2 Chron. 
xv. 24. Joel iii. 4, 5: Mal: iii. 8, 9. Acts xix. 37. Rom. ii. 
22. Add to theſe things, that the church of Scotland hath a 
proper patrimony and reats of her own; competent for the 
entertaining / of her miniſters, founded for moſt part upon tha 
tithes and allorations out of the ſame, and u icular 
donations and 'mortifications of private: and public beneface. 
tors. 2. That there is no footſtep in the word of God of 
the civil magiſtrate his approbation of a miniſter in the houſe 
of God, as neceffary, before he have right unto, or power to 
intromit withi his maintenance, of of the civil magiſtrate 
being warranted to put à bar upon the legal maintenance © 
the- miniſters af the goſpel, that is due unto them by virtue 
of theit office, or to reſtrain it; until firſt they have given 
bonds for their peaceable deportment under his government; 
but that upon the contrary; the word of the Lord doth clears 
Iy teach, that miniſters maintenance is due by virtue of their 
office, and without any fuch-interven.ing approbation from 
the civil magiſtrate, or any ſuch bonds required of them, or 
given by them: The Holy Ghoſt, Lev. vii. 35; 36. calleth the 
maintenance of the prieſts, the portion of theit anointingʒ in 
the day when be preſented them to miniſter unto the Lord 
in the prieſt's office, which the Lord commanded to be given 
them of the children of Iſrael, in the day when he anointed 
them, dy a ſtatute for ever, throughout their generations, 
which is repeated again, Numb. xviii. 18. Their maintenance 
1s in many texts of ſcripture, called their inheritance, which 
were us freely to enjoy, as the people did enjoy their in- 


haathen prieſts ſomewhat more in the freedom of their en- 
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the part of Levi's covenant of miniſters, having acceſs. to their ol 
maintenance freely by virtue of their office, is of force under 
the goſpel; as well as under the law, as we may ſee from the 8 
zivth. chapter of the prophecy of Ezekiel: It is there appoint· 1 
ed that an holy portion of the land be aſſigned for the prieſts, 0 
the miniſters of the ſanctuary, and given unto them imme- 
diately by the aſſignment and commandment of God, withs 
out ſuch interventing approbation of any civil authority, ot 
any ſuch promiſes required of them, or made by them, az b] 
. ious unto their right thereunto. And the ſame thing 
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is alſo clearly conſequent from theſe texts in the New Teſts 10 
ment which we have cited already, that do prove the main. : 
tenance of miniſters under the goſpel, to be due unto them, ti 
Jure divino, and by virtue of their office. 3. This way of af: | 

ſuming and diſpoſing of the maintenance of the miniſters of 1 


the goſpel, is contrary unto the liberties, and privileges, and of 

conſtitutions of this church, founded upon the word of God, 

and confirmed by a conſtant current of many wholeſome law 

and acts of parliament, made in favours of the church. 1/f Book 

of Diſcipline, head fifth and fixth. 2d Book of Diſcipline, chap. 
ix, x, xi. Act of the General Aſſembly at Edinburgh, Dec. 25. 
2 1566. Articles touching reformation condeſcended upon in the 
ö Aſſembly at Edinburgh, July 21. 1567. Act of the Aſſembly at 
Y \ Edinburgh, April 24. 1576. Act of Parliament at Edinburgh, 
B Oct. 24. 158 1. Act of Parliament at Edinburgh, ma 
. As alſo, the 6th, 5th, and 81% Acts of King Charles IId's Par 
* liament at Edinburgh, June 11. 1640. with many other acts of 
8 the general aſſemblies of this church, and acts of parliament 
df this nation, as will eaſily appear to any that ſhall peruſe 
the regiſters of kirk and ſtate. 4. Becauſe it doth clearly 
tend unto the bringing of the church and the miniſters there 
of in bondage unto the luſts and will of men, by taking from 
them liberty of diſcharging their conſciences in declaring al 
the counſel of God, and reproving of the ſins of all men free 
and without reſpect of perſons. Thus _ bound- in the 
ſpirit, we have been conſtrained in this cold and deelining 
time (wherein few are- valiant for the truth, or do faithfully 
and zealouſly plead for the Lord and his intereſts, and many 
do conſpire or making vvid of his law, though, bleſſed be hi 
Majeſty, he wants got a cloud of honourable witne#cs in theſe 
nations, who have gone before us in theſe things, the meaſu 
of whoſe teſtimony we do defire in ſome things to fill up, ac. 
cording. to the light and ſtrength which 'we have e 
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of the Lord, ) ta ſtand up for his precious truth, and to teſti+ 
ſy. before God, angels and men, qur owning and approving 
of tha doctrine, worſhip and government of the church of 
Scotland, and of the national covenant, and of the ſolemn 
league and covenant” of the three nations, and of ſo much of 
the work of uniformity in religion, as is attained in one Con- 
fellon of Faith, Directory af Worſhip, form pf church go- 
vernment, and catechiſing; and to profeſs and ayouch our ad- 
herence unto all theſe, as having their foundations laid in the 
bleſſed word of truth, and as being agreeable to that rule that 
bringeth peace in walking according thereto; and to diſclaim 
and diſavow all things that are contrary and deſtryCtive there» 
unto, eſpecially the manifold errors and herefies of theſe 
times, and the vaſt toleration thereof now eſtabliſhed in a laws 
and that groſs Eraſtianiſm whereby the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven are in many things, by exotic powers, extorted out 
of the hands of Feſus Chriſt, and the officers of his houſe, and 
the liberties of his houſe wronged, and his ſervants brought 
into bondage, in all which, we have (fo far as we have obtain- 
ed OT to know our own hearts) confidence to take God 


9 


to record ** our fouls, that we haye not deſited nor deſign · 
ed to prone any, nor ta appear ſingular ; but in the ſimpli- 
city of our hearts, to diſcharge our conſciences ta our flocks, 
and to this whole church and nation, and to all that are inter+ 
eſted and cqncerned in theſe things, and to the churches and - 
ſaints abrgad, as many as hear hereof, and to our poſterity 
n we are gane. And therefore we have only to add, firſt, 
Thar is the carneſt defire of our ſouls, and our ferious, ex- 
ortation and warning to theſe of our flocks, and to all the 
Lord's, people in the land, that they would Jabour to have the 
word of God richly dwelling in them, that they may be able 
to try the ſpirits, and to diſcern of things that differ; to knd 
what is truth, atid what is error, and what is right, and what 
is wrong; and that they would ſtudy to be rooted in the 
faith and in the love of Jeſus Chrift, and of his preciaus trurh 
nd ordinances, retaining an honourable eſtimatioh therebf 
in their hearts, and ex reſſing their ſincete affection and re- 
ſpect chereunto in all their ways, and that they would ſtudy 
to, keep freſh upon their ſouls, the remembrance of all the 
goo of the Lord, and of all the great works that he hath 
ne for us, and for our fathers of old; and of our ſolemn 
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vengeance of the Tor?h temple- any 


of the powers of the earth, Jer. I. 15, 28. And whoever 


have endeavoured to raiſe themſelves upon the ruins of his 


houſe, have been buried under the rubbiſh thereof; yea, 
where ſervices hath been otherwiſe commanded and proſper- 
ed of the Lord: Yet when men for rooting .of themſelves 


have remitted their zeal for the houſe of God, and cqunten-- _ 
anced the worſhipping of calves and idol gods, their former 


ſervices have been imputed unto them for iniquity, and the 
Lord hath- threatened to avenge them upon them and their 
houſe, 2 Kings x. 29, 32. Hoſea i. 4. And therefore it con- 
cerns the higher powers that now are, under the peril of the 
dreadful difpleaſure of the Lord of hoſts, who is zealous for 
his holy temple, and for his people, timeoufly and ſeriouſly 
to conſider of theſe things, and whether their actings, in or- 
der to this nation and church in thoſe- things that concern 
righteouſneſs and religion, be agreeable to the rule of equity, 
and to the bond of the brotherly covenant; or if the royal 


law in theſe matters be not violated, and the ſolemn covenant 


broken and laid aſide, and 9 and the hedges of the 
Lord's vine broken down, ſo that all they which , paſs h 


the way do pluck her, and the boar out of the wood doth _ 


CY 


* it, and the wild beaſt out of the field doth devour it. 
Return, we beſeerh thee, O Cod of hoſts : look down from heaven, 


and behold and viſit this vine: and the vineyard which thy 


right hand hath planted : and the branch that thou madeſt ft 


Jar thyſelf. It is burnt with fire, Ait is cut down, they peri 


at the rebuks of thy countenance. Let thy hand be upon the 
man of thy right hand : upon the ſon of man whom thou madeft 
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\ Mr. Samuel Rutherford, profeſſor of divinity 8. „ Atp 
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| © Mr. Jana Wedderburn, miniſter of e goſpel at Moonke, 
: „= ln Crookſtank, miniſter-at, Regortoun. | ,. 
— _ Guthrie, miniſter of the goſpel at 8 
L Alexander Mencrief, miniſter at Scoony. 
ily an Murra y, miniſter at Methyen., _ 
r Robert Campbell, miniſter at Mullein, TI OY 


wm Prone fenen ani ut Kirkmighael, 


#S 7% 


« e: * - 145 * - 3 5 10 9 ” FT 4 
* = 
- 11 *1 ; 1 
* 14 = L 
8 x 
* * r, 1 * * 
1 * 4 > 4 J 4 > % * J * 44 e 
« - 2 = ! ? 2 
1 ** us aht gu L3-DLAVY LL. G it C 191. 3: 
* 9 - * . * 4 * A * 
i 1 d — 1 LI 82 & * 
ty * Fy 3 . 2 . 4 2 LN 4 4» 1 on) = { / lk #344 
' z * 5 - ? 7 * N * 4 * * 
_ * 1 , ; 2 * « 1 * x 4 + 4 + * 1 Oo * 1 1 1851 
. wb \ , ''S 0 . 5 4 
F # Fd - F N A: » Þ 4 J 19 ! 1 ; , 
© - * 
82 15 „ * 4 
* . * * « * 
0 *.- \ a , 7 
. * = z * 
* 4 1 a * 7 * ) - * 
1 1 
— ? ? 3 * . * Z - {i 3 | 1 f a 1 
, [ f 7 f E 7 0 
- « * 4 * = 7 4 *12 & 
SLE It 131 £51 3 5 297+ 20 Fr 7 1 ren e » „ ks PLES, 
- — * . * Ld 
* = 4 — Y © ' \ 4 
* 4 i : '$:- : TT” It 4 9 4 5 A # 1 S ala? 
4 5 - 7 * * 1 * 7 * 6 4 - * 1 4 * ' 
V 4J 174 14 * SI 1413 „ HS j Y 1 8174 | 1415 7 
* * 0 3 » y 7 % - 
N * * 18 9 * : 6 
. 10 = 5 ton 4 % fi fv * 4 * 510 . 1 FED & + 
* \ j * * 4 * 
"by \ 1 * © * 4 912 * * 7 4 4 
o * "Th * ho 7 — k 
A * þ * - ' * * * * * 
* * - * * « 1 * * 1 : 4 * # 1 2 
IS! 1 $07 TIS) 181 A . 5 199 1 $1 4 N IT x 6. Vs 
n ; e * , 1 
# * * . 
4 £5 - 11 11 — 1 1 6 0 0 ; { 
go „ fs 1 G # C ſ [ * LY # fg " $4 * 
Tit; 1031 5471 iS + ff 1. ts / LAT Land Sinks 4h i 
* 5 4 f 4 4. p * i . 
©} < v4 \'* If 434 } 5 14 2 3 d 
* * * 1 * 
— f * * 8 . 7 - # = 
4 | 4 4 7 10 p R 2 43 ! 4 ** . £ V; C 
ww hy * \ * b * 
1 : 4 = = bo * 
Hob e Sat oed St R «> | 
f . 8 
52 44 17 \ ; \ 4 { — P - 184 
% "a 1 % 
— * * o o 
\ To 4 . 6 . 1 
# 1 * 
f „ L 1 * 2 1 , * 
1 0 8 Ss 4 * 
— 13 {\ . 9 
* 4 5 * — 1 E » 4+ & + . * 1 is 
. / 4 ( 
. A * «> 4 # » 4 * e. *% * V \ 2 1 0 6 1 * 
* * 17 A. 4 r N. N * — # ? 2 Mb 3 5 \ \ 1 { 4 SY EET A. . * * \ F 
* 25 — 


* b 1 * | L 
£ 18 ee \ 43 \ w.6 \ . te d TE. > ts walk > 6? ot.» 
* LSPA. 5 * 3 - 4 }, . 4 1 , \ T +# > 1 * * Rog * N »b,4 * "> * 1 . 


0 x , ”, - 
NY {4 1. * . - 4 *. 1 „ Ne * * 1 © 4 * * * * * 0 \ «© # - 51 . 5 ' * 
Le, 944 $A 2. * V. * ay 14 1 @&\ * . $443 * 2 575 * l 3 : * , 
* ” — * — 
W 5 R *. x . 8 4. = * * . we 
+ 1 * — 4 A ec "5% E [ 1 % Y „ es * . «*B 9 * 2 . . 
W „ es 1 * 2 WA + 4 Cy by „„ & w+* * FL N KEY 2 


r , f f , , at oq£#tcr , . FF aa 


86 a MW: , 


—_ _— — — 4 ey = 


« 119 3. | 4 
+ Lens. | BA \ 9 


* * ih 
or $a} & 71 > 
e-'4 L « * 


4 LETTER from ſtberal Minifters homologating the foftnier 
Yo wide MA ATSSITEMOND HH) 4505651 947 561 
' | Se” = | i Seer 
"Ty EVEREND and dear brethren, 7 Dome you 
are upon thoughts of cauſing print the Teſtimony, given 
by you in behalf of the doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and go- 
vernment of the kirk of Scotland, and of the national covenant, 
and ſolemn league and covenant, and the work of uniformity in 
religion, and againſt the errors, hereſies, and blaſphemies of 
the times, and the toleration thereof, &c. And taking to 
our ſerious conſideration the manifold dangers that de-threat- 
en religion, and the work of God in theſe nations, efpecially 
in this church, with the continuance and increaſe thereof 
day by day: We could not but encourage you therein; and 
for the exoneration of our own ſouls, join with you as joint 
witneſſes in thoſe matters. We could have wiſhed, and we 
know, ſo alſo could ye, that there had been a new draught 
fitted in every thing, to the preſent ſtate and condition of the 
time, and to the workings of the ſpirit of deluſion therein: 
and in a ſpecial way taking notice of that unhappy petition 
lately ſubſcribed and promoted by ſome few of our country- 
men, in behalf of that vaſt toleration that is now on foot in 
theſe nations; a petition that we'are the more bound to wits. 
neſs againſt, becauſe.it is commonly reported, and we believe, 
not without ground, to be ſubſcribed by Mr. Thomas Ireland, 


/ 


who did once profefs* himſelf to be of our number, whoſe 
mifcarriage in that particular, as we deſire to be humbled 
before God for it, ſo we judge it our duty, and we know#gl> | 


ſo, ſo do ye, to bear witneſs againſt it before the world ; out 
knowing that it would take a long time before a new draught 
of à teſtimony could be condeſcended upon, by theſe that live 
at fuch a diſtance, eſpecially in the winter ſeaſon ; we thought 

it better to encourage you to publiſh this, and to take hold of 
the preſent opportunity of ſignifying our conſent thereunto, 
than to delay, being altogether uncertain what the preſent 
confuſions might bring forth. That we did not · at the firſt 
ſubſcribing join therein, was not upon any diſſatisfaction up- 
on the matter which it contains, we being abundantly clear 
in that from the beginning, but ſome of us were cut off from 
the occaſion, by 133 impediments, and others knowing 
that there was at that time ſome endeavours and expectation 
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